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novetrouch-screen sYSlem. and looks back in bern usement
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colour laser primer and computer specs
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Charting Success 58
Crunching numbe rs with your spreadsheet is
only half the Sto ry. Alte r that, you have to
thin k about how best to present your data.

Facing the Interface 60
L::::;~P:=:;::;'::'.J And while we're talking about presentation,

are you happy wit h the way your da tabase presents da ta?

52
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Two fabulous competitions this month! MACFOIlMAT
brings you the chance 10 win...

Calcomp DrawlngSlale
Home Publisher 114

No need 10 IUm to the slars to learn the lurure! You just
need to turn 10 page 113l (0 1994, Appalling Jokes Ltd)

-0= Win! Win! Win!

70

68ARoutine Call
We take apart the complete HyprrOmJ stadc: on this
issue's cove r disk and explain exact ly how lr works
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Shatter your Desktop
Learn how to USt' Rl$Edil to change your Mac's

~tt"'" alert sounds into something more excit ing. give
your opponentS in 1'(j,4 Co/f new na mes, and more
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Cnphics of a d ifferent sen t This
seque l to the adventu re game

7th Gu~t prom ses some of
the: 001 graphics ever in a
Mac game. Judge for your­
self in our sneak pre\'itw

Astrology programs
vep. the re are Mac programs that will cast
horoscopes lor you and reveal a ll about
Amie and Madonna's se :< lives..

Your CD·ROM

A fully· worklng Image-editing program lor
greyscale PfCT images. a demo of Vislapro. a
comple te memal game. ha ndy utilities and
even more. all crammed o n to Ihis
month'S M ACJ'OItMAT cover d isk

Your Cover Disk 6

If you have the CD· ROM edi lion of th is
issue. you have everything o n the disk
plus a demo of the award winning klhhifi
and much more -tOO m uch even 10 usu

Watercolour 32
a ,c ~pcn Brian l.ar\.:man shows

you hotY to achtevc a natural-looking
~r u(cff«t inYOllranprogra rn.
1'0 \fI ~ e r w hich o ne it may bC'1

YlllI can gel creauve with your Macl In this
hu 19-pa (' sJl('dollleaIU~. we show you

!,,'~".";·ifI don by Mac: an isu. guide you
gh~ 1'31~ of graphics progn.ms available,

c c I I n programs and test the lOP graphics
ab t lS (dela lb a t k ll) . Plus: we show you how to gel a

watercolou r effect and give you the chance to win one of
th ree £580 graphics t.lblcu Irom CalComp!

40

50
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78

76

108

46

72

Adventure games wlth da zzling graphics! Flight sim ula tors!
Even a palm -ball gallle! Wc review rhem all. ..

Prince 01 Persle 2
Splal'lIS
SlmCIty Scenerl.. l
The Legend 01 K""ndl.

Fold<erlllpl.ne Flight Slmulalor
PSl Mustang Flight Slmulalor

And now Microsoft rises 10 the Works challenge. How does
thls new versio n measure up aga inst Claris?

In an f"lcu ge lor 8 10 14 year olds - petnr. draw.
le I slide show. add sounds. Should keep 'cm qukt...

Forgcr the Finder's awful Find function. Replace it with
ProFiks and ~I 6le managemem and compression to boot

Thlnkln' Things 96
What 'essennallearnlng skills ' will your children glean
from Oranga Banga o r the "ripple Shop? Just take a look!

ClarlsWorks 2.1

ProFiles

Games Reviews

PopupFolder 109
PUI an end 10 searching th rough foldersl Try adding pop-up
menus to all your folders. and 10 open and gave dialogues

The popu la r In regrared package has been upgraded twlce in
a year. If you have an earlier version. should you upgrade?

Graphic Details 36
led by thf' VU t range of graphics programs available

'''''' r Mac'? We 'll gu ide: you th rough the maze

Microsoft Works 4.0

Music
Take a SIq) beyond its internal sounds
and connect your Mac up with MIDI

yhow good is Fraeul Dnign's new 'emry­
1oNo,o!' HalUfal"'kdia p.im pacU~? We tell all
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GrayStafion is a kind 01 mini-PhofOshop for
greyscalc images. For the majority 01 us,
greyscalc images are w hat wc use most. lor In­
clus ion in newsletters, reports or j ust the stan­
dard le tte rs we prim. GraySfaJion enables you to
take the original image - provided tt is in PICT
fonnat - and edit it, altering brightness and
COnt raSI and using the program's ow n un ique
HQP (High Quality Prin t) system to create im­
ages which print much better than ordinary
scans - even on cheap primers . These HQP im­
ages can be saved out and used in ot her docu­
ments without loss of quality.

You can use GraySfation to tidy up PICTs by
removing blemishes, increasing contrast lor
bener printing. and so on. You can also use its
powerful edi ting tools to manipulate images, or
even to create new ones lrom scratch.

Greyguuion is easy to use. but in case of any
difficulty it has balloon he lp 10 show you w hat
all the various controls do. w e've provided an
image to work on if you don 't have one handy.
so have funl

The version of Grayguuion I on this disk is
nOI a demo; a ll the featu res work including
Save and there is no time limit on it. The sole

Greyscale image editing
program
Fo r: disk and CD-ROM

(J,.~St.tion- I R uns on: any Mac
Requires: monitor d isplaying at least 16 greys
or colours
Memory n eeded: 650K

GrayStation I

still can't run anything direct ly).
3. When the copying fi n ishes, drag th e cover
d isk icon into the w asiebasket ro eject it,
4. Insert a blank high-d ensity d isk. Check
that it 's not wr ite-p ro tected. and, if need be,
fo rma t it, naming il ' MACFORMAT August
back up' .
5. Drag the 'MACFORMAT Aug ust cover d isk '
fo lder from your hard disk on to the new
floppy d isk 's icon. When it has fin ished
cop yin g. you r backup is comp le te .
6 , You can now delete the ' M" CFORMU
August cover di sk ' folder from your hard
disk by d ragging it 10 the wastebasket , and
then selecting Em p t y westebeske r.

•

Before you do anyth ing else, you should
make a backup of the MACFORM ATcover
d isk and work only wi th the backup. j us t in
case any th ing goes wrong. Make sure the
orig inal cover d isk is w ri te-p rotected (move
the tab so that you can see through the hole)
- now not hing can be w ritten to the d isk .
Then fo llow these simple steps:
I. Inse rt the MACFORM" Tcover disk.
2. Highlight the disk icon (but don 't
double -cl ick on it) and drag it over your
hard d isk 's icon. The conrenrs of the cover
d isk w ill be copied into a new folder on
your hard disk called 'MACFORMAT Aug ust
cover d isk ' (but nOI decompressed. so you

not a demo. all features including Save are en­
abled and there's no time restriction ~ the only
limit is on image size. but this shouldn't affect
most use rs.

Another fascinating fully working demo is
Vistap ro from virtual Reality Labs. Vistapro is a
three-dimensional Iractal landscape gene rator.
You take a map - either a pro -prepared or a ran­
domly created one - and position yourself on it:
vinapro will then draw the view as you sec it.
complete with clouds. trees. rivers - the lotl

If you have the CD·ROM edition of this
issue. you can see for yourself the fascinating
Rtdshifl. a multimedia astronomy program. If
you're even vaguely interested in space, Rtd­
shifl is an eye-opener. Onc national newspa per
called it the best CD-ROM ever made!

Powe rMac owners (lucky so-and-so's) will
find a selection of sbarewere and program up­
deters on the CD - every program we could
find from all over the US. in fact.

And of course. there is a tonne of shareware,
both on the floppy disk and on the CD· ROM .
In fact. th e CD ha s something like 6,000 fil es
on it! 1I should keep you quiet fo r a w hile!

our cover

Once again, MAcFoRMAT
brings you the ultimate
value In cover disks, with a

choice of a packed HO Ooppy
or a huge CD·ROM!

A high density floppy d isk can contain
about 1.4 mega bytes of software, but we
want to bring you as much as poss ible
every month . Therefore, we use com pres ­
s ion programs to reduce the fi les in stze so
we can fit more on - about 3 megabytes­
worth, in fact. Unfortunat ely, th at means
you can't use the prog rams straight off the
d isk ; you must lnstallehem on 10 your
hard di sk first .

Doing this is very s im ple. J ust doubl e
click on th e floppy d isk icon, the n doub le
click on th e M" CFORM"T Aug ust icon. A
copy right message appears - cl ick Co n­
tinue . A box appears w hich asks you
w here you wa nt to save the contents of
the disk, Choose the place on your ha rd
disk w he re you want everyt hi ng sto red
and click Save, After a mi nut e or so, the
files will be insta lled on your ha rd di sk.

Some of the programs requ ire furthe r
insta llation be fore they wi ll work; check
the ReadMe files for each program,

Before insta ll ing the cover disk we
recommend that you back up your hard
d isk . Th is sensibl e prec aution w ill avoid
problems should any software not be
com pat ib le w ith your se t-up . We make
every effort 10 check our software fo r
com patib ility an d viruses, but the info
here is inte nded as a guide only and M" c­
FORMH cannOt be he ld respons ible for
any damage 10 data or conseq uentia l
losses. So pl ease, back up fi rst.

MACFORMAT C OVER DISKS

S
ta r of both the floppy disk and CD is
GraySlatilm from LcPixcl. Grayguuion is
a greyscale image editing program,
perfect for enhancing PICTs ready for

inclusion in word processed or desktop pub­
lished documents. Our cover disk program is

MACFOAM AT . ISSUE 1 5 . AU G U ST 1 9 9 4
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GraySla1lOn enables you to jazz up your scans to your heart's
cootelll - and oilers Quality prinb ng on cheap printers.

restrictions arc that only PICT images [the most
common type, supported by all scanners) ca n
be imported. the HQP system only operates
with non-Postgcrtpt pri mers such as the
stvlewrtter and Dcsk.r ct, and. the maximum
image stze is 12crn by j zcm. Larger images will
be resized. but l2cm by 12cm ts perfectly ade­
quate for most uses o f greysce!e images. being
over half a page of A4 wide .

Le pixel. the French maker of GraySlaliol1, has
produced an improved version, GrayStalicm 2,
and it you like version one, MACFORMAT can
offer you an upgrade 10 version IWO at an ex­
clusive low price .

Extra featu res in GraySlalion 2 include:
• o pens a variety o f formats including TIFF
• Allows resizing
• Full primer calibrancn
• Spedal photocopyable output
• PostScript compatibility
MACfORM...T rs very happy to be able to offer
you this powerful program for just £39.95 in­
cluding VAT and delivery - a third off its nor­
mal reta il price.

While we were lalking to LePixel. securing
this exclusive price for you, we were also able
to negotiate a spectal deal o n the full colour
image editing p rogram C% rSlalion 2. In June's
MACFORMAT. Go rdon Deuce reviewed the origi­
na l version, saying, 'It'~ hard 10 fault CIJ/or-

Vi~tapro offers an incredi ble variety of options - all of which
work in this demo. We're too good 10 you. we really are.

Station: and rat ing it at 90%, based o n its nor­
mal price of £67 . We can only guess at wha t
mark he wo uld have given rr if he'd known
that we co uld offe r it exclusively to MACFORMAT
readers for just £49.9 51

To get ho ld of a copy of ei ther of these excel­
lent image editing programs. ring our MAC­
FORMAT promotions hotline on 0 225 8225 11. o r
fill out the cou pon below and return it to MAc­
FORM...T promotions, Future Publishing, FREE­
POST (BS4900}. Somcrton. Somerset TAl l
6BR. These offers are open only while our
stocks last, so if you want a fu ll feat u re image
editing program for less than what Arthur
DaIey would undoubted ly call a monkey. you
had better move Iasrl

VisLapro

Fraeta l la nd sca pe generat o r dem o
For: disk and CD-ROM
Ru ns o n: a ny Mac

Vist.lPro Req uires: monitor displaying a t least
256 colours
Me m o ry n eeded : 4,OOOK

Now, the potential uses o f a three-dimensional
Iracral landscape generator may not occur to
you a ll a t once, but it's a hell of a lot of fun to
play w ith l See our review on page 50 for more

MACFORMAT COVE R D ISKS

And here's a mountain IlJfepared eane r! Voo'lI have to be
prepared to wa~ a wh ile 'or detailed reroers like this.

details on w ha t the program ca n do. but above
a ll just try it o ut - ifs fascina ting.

To gel started. click o n the rendering opuons
icon a nd select Exce lle n t from the Q ua lity
me n u, the n click on Goura ud Sha d in g . Click
O K to confirm th is and se lect Re nd e r from the
Landsca pe menu, the n sit back and wail for a
wonderful view across a valley.

The -tracral' bt t, by the way, refers 10 the
method the program uses for induding realistic
random detail in the im ages. a nd comes from
the once trend y chaos theories of mathematics.
J ust thought I'd clear tha t up for you.

If you decide th at crea ting th ese virtual
worlds is really rather good, you can upgrade to
the complete version of vistapro fo r £89 .9 5.
Eithcr ca ll o u r MACFORMAT promo tio ns hotllne
or use the form.

Redshift

•

. Mu ltim edia astronomy d emo
Fo r: CD-ROM only
Runs o n: a ny Mac with CD drive

R~shift Requires: monitor d isp laying at least
256 colours
Memory needed: l, 025K

Th i~ demo runs through the critically acclaimed
Rldshift as tronomy prog ram, ~howing you its

r- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,
MACFORMAT DISK PROMOT IONS

Please send me:

D copies of Gr(lySI(l l ilJn 2 at the M"'CFOR", ...T e xclu sive price
01 £39.95 [Code: MFGRA Y)

D copies of CIJiorStariIJn 2 a t thc M"'CFORMAT e xclusive pricc
of £49.95 (Code: MFCOLS)

D copies of ViSlaprlJ at (lu r MACFORMAT pric(' of £89.95
(Code: MFVtST)

D copies of Rldshi/t at ou r MACFOR M...T price 01 ( 59.95
(Code: MFREDSI

Ca rd no: .

Expi ry dare:

Signed: .

Name: .

Address:..... ..

{Cheques sho uld be made payable to Future Publishing uo. a nd be in
Slerling drawn o n a UK ban k account )

Please debit my 0 Visa 0
D I enclose a cheque for c

Maste rca rd Pos tcode: ,__ ,

Overseas customers: a n additional shipping fee may be chargeable ­
please call our hotline on +44 225 82251 1 for pricing.
Ret urn this coupon [0 the address below . No pos tage is required if
you'rc post ing from within [he UK.

R eturn to: M ACFO RMAT p romotions, Fu t ure Pub lishi ng, FREEPOST (BS4900), Som e rto n , Somerset TA 11 6BR.
L ~
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MACFORMAT COVER DISKS

The IlIiSSM R«1shifI lIitabisI c:onWns surlJol mIllS of the
Earth and other planet$. It won' help JOU~ lhe lmOr$
of~tIdIi Junction,lhougI\.

tree are 1lundi'Ms aI HASA-supplied images lndudlId in 1lW
fill YeISion of RaJsIlift. Her, we Iyye a view ofour E1I'sl*1h
pIaa! - iI you look earefuIy you can see his Mum's Iloust.

If the oovermoom ed high density d isk or
CD-RO M you have is defective, rerum n
10 us and we will reptece n. PtC'aSC' be:
sure that 11 is a physica l problem whh the
disk, however, or the rep tscemem will
j usI be the same!

Return HD disks to:
DIscopy Labs
PO 80x 21
OaveOlry
NNl15BU

depth of infortration and in nOVlltivC' Interactive
intC'IUte ( t ry saying tha t when you 've had one
too many).

The demo program upb.ins itsoelf better than
I can, $(I run il and seer Two ~mons a rc' pro­
vided: the one recommended for Macs with
single-speed CD drives boo sound. but is
otherwise the same.

If you like' wbat you see in me demo and
fancy buying yoursel f the lull CD·ROM. you'll
be pleased to learn that it costs JUSt £59.95 if
you buy it through MACJIOIlMAT. Once again.
you can obtain more details about the package
and order your copy by calling the hotline (Id:
0225822511 ) o r by filling OUI th e' cou pon o n
the' previous page.

One of1lW mosIWnoos shots ofmooem times: the grN! red
spot Dl Jupiter. Rumour his it the nexllll'obe wit contain a
concenbated close oIlliJc101ll1lll a bloody big KJeenex.

Return CD-ROMs to:
MACR)....\AT CO returns
Future Publishing
FREEPOST (BS4900)
somertoe
SomC'T'SC'1
TA II6BR

Endosr a 5l'lf addressed eovetope with
rhe disk or CO. and a descrtpuon of the
Iault. Please do nO'l r<:•./m disks or COs 10
the editorial offiCC'; we- don't hold stocks
o( them and can only rerer you 10 one- of
Ihe addresses above.

SHAREW A R E ON THE HO DISK

•

---"--_ u ..,·
~ .-

--~~~~~~~.....- ...:;....._,-....- "..,._,-..._ n:,U,_'_
..._ ""'10_ ,­...._-........'­---

- -- ------- :--::----...u __

-"'---- --------_..._--------- ---,,,-- ----- ----- --_.... _--- --------------- ---------------------- ------------------- ----- --...._-- ------­---------------- ----------- ------------- -----_ _-------_ -- -------

_ .".... ,,-,- 1181

among other things, can tell you how far
away rhe moon is at an y given time (id eal for
a ll those: unexpected Lun ar ex cursions) ;
PhoneLosser, a lIypt'1'C<l rd Slack which, funnily
e- nough. enables yo u to log phone ca ll s; Fix·
ICOIlS, a utili ly w hich makes your loon s look
the w ay they shoul d; and £seaIX' Dammil. an­
Olher ullll lY. which e-nables you to use: stan­
dard keyst rok e- sboncuts fo r things lik e­
-eaocer dia logue boxes.

MoonToot. all you ever wamed to ~now steut tneMoon­
except how10 get there. that is.

r-·-- _._ ........,......_.. . ,-11

Alias manager
Fo r. d isk and CO-RO M
s nareware. S 15
Runs on : any Mac
Requires: System 7
Memo ry n eeded. 450K

A1iasZoo

[f your aliases are nm ning riot. losing their
links to the o riginal fil~ or clunertng your
desktop in Iheir hundreds, AliasZoD will son
them out!

laxi ng on Ihe brain ce lls, bUl each ga me- lasts
onl y a few minu l~, so it's ideal for rbose 00(­
fee breaks!•

____. .....i5_;;:=..ii::i;;:;:;;;;=-_._..._..._-
-""..---_.-. -_...._ " - ....

Mental game
For. disk and CD-ROM
Frttware
Runs o n: any Mac
Memo ry needed. 640K

Now.~ks to M/ooMu,! and au.. you IlIlllIneYIf bt
Slucll WIth an lIflI'udibll wonllll'OCISSOf NI a;m.

Susan

Quill is an essential urllity: it can read files
created by vlrtually any Mllc word processor.
If you have ever been sent a di sk with an un­
reada ble document on It, you ' ll know how
essemjalrh ts is l

Text fl le- reader
For: d isk and CD-ROM
r reewa re
Runs on: any Mac
Memory needed : 320K

Oulll

SIn<In is <11 $U"alTgely ·~ menial board
gilIDc: in IM backgammon mould. lI's pretly Also on the d isk: Moo"TooI, a program that,

Take control 01 rouraliases now!~ in my case. I
IIlri: Imay havI! left it: justJ: IiI:Ile I0Il w ...
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CD-ROM HIGHLIGHTS

( N• • " )

( A. ...l )

~,O<~-,_•• Ch"h"..
1'Iourn''''l 000.
lur". T".......
.o.mon,...R<Mn1',",.-_01" "'-' ,"<I,"
C....II"I C" « OdH

~'''J6y
~" ·w; nll" e'",k~l nl

_Flnt"
•..." .. "'.r1nth
C....lln. wren
~.~

"""""" '10<0' """ nlS<>nv s, w
....,,".·' ' 00 s!>"""w

There 's so much on the CO-ROM that we
couldn't hope even to list everyth ing. Here
then are JUSl a few of the hlghligh IS...

Pirates GOld demo: the old Sill Meier
classic game ofswashbuckling strategy
has flOW been updated and coloured In!

So. enn.teaee-tc. me hearties!

"'...'.....
""""'''-''" IZG "loOO
e~l>'~""•~l>'~'".................

See anej /lear some common and not-so-common
US birds Wlth this unusual but fascinating program.
Iifd Soogs. Dawn choruses will never be the same

RJing Njghtmares demo: tile latest flighl
almulator lakes you 00 board aHarrier jump jet,
l/ld adds elemen~ 01 strategy too.

EvocallOrl demo: an Italian
Idventure set inamysterious
stately llome. complete with an
oracle 01 Hte gods,..

"--'<00_,--.-.---_.._.."

Create l/Orgeous fractal gf1lphics w~h Colour
Fracfal Gellflriltor - or ashapeless ink blot. it

you're particularly Cf1lp ...

• - -00...•.._' ....... ."". - =• 1_ .II- ,'t:cl ..- ."". - -o ........ "Ufo_ u _ ..- ". ,-
0 '_0_.0,'1 '"- ."". '" '"0 ''''.......- '"- ..- '" ott

0_''''' '"- ."". ,- '"0_1.2 ,- ."". '" ".
0 ......~ 2 ~ ,- 11,,,. - - ••

0 "'-bh" ~ C........IIL ,~

Stufflt Lire: simply the best program for
compressing files to save space 00 your

hard disk Of f~ more 00 a floppy,

Asrer;u: achallerlQllr to lopple MaelStrom as the
best snerewere 113me ever? Play it and find out
just wl\at makes this 113me so darn good.

Chiral. a puZZle 113me based on
fitting molec~1es tooe.Uter from
me excelle!1t AmtJ.rosia

MACFOR"AT ' ' S SU I! IS . AUG U ST 1994

9



'",• / Fractal Design
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Letraset
_..__ ..,_ _~_.._..-
~_.._ _'--_.._..,......-'-....,,-_.._ ,,--_.. ..-......- ..-~-_ _--

Dabble r includes all your favourite artist's materials such as
chalks. charcoals, wate r colou rs, oils. pens and even the brush
strokes of Seurat and Van Gogh-you can even import
a photograph and tu rn it into a bea utiful portrait!

Dabbler runs on any 386, 486 or Pentium PC with
Windows 3.1 or later and any Macintosh (except SE,

Plus, Pcwerbcok 100 or Classic) or Power Macintosh machine.
It' ll run with just 4Mbytes of RAM although we recommend
8Mbytes.

WIN! FREE Fo nts for first 1 0 0 replies

For more information about Dabbler fill in the coupon and

post it to The Dabbler. Letraset Software Products.
195-203 Waterloo Road. London SEl 8XJ. The first 100
names will win a set of Letraset Fontek fonts for your Pc.

D ABBLER IS THE IDEAL SOFTWARE for aspiring artists of all ages.
You can draw and paint realist ically wit h a wide variety of

tools on incredibly realistic papers in up to 16-7 mill ion colours. If
• you get stuck. Dabbler will show yo u how to draw professiona lly
•• using inte ractive pre-recorded sessions-then you can t ry it for

• yo urse lf. Dabbler features capabili ties similar to far more
~ • • expensive paint programs yet is designed with a simple

• interface for the beginner.

• • Dabbler ships wi th a How-to-Draw
• manual from Waiter Fe ster" which
•• has been translated into inte r­

•• active tutorials wi thin the
• software-just like having
•• your very own art

• teacher by your
•• side!

••••
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Details of new features In System 7.5 revealed

S
ysrem 7.S will be released in the late
summer and will include a sweeping
range of exciting new features but only
the current version of QuickTimt

(v1.6.2), not the ground-breaking v2.0 as
hoped. Ironically. QuirkTimr 2.0 w ill probably be
available separately al the release dale. but was
not completed in lime to be included.

QwirkTimr 2 promised full-screen video and
support lo r MID I m u sic: (see MACFOItMAT 12 )
and was eagerly awaited . However, System 7.5
will still indude the new QuickDraw GX graph­
la handling system (see ' Quicker on the Draw'
box). the new AppltOuidt help system. and
AppkStripl.. Apple's macro language which en ­
ables you 10 au tomate many functions in any
·AppItSaipt·awu c· program. The Finder i($l!' lf
will lor the first lime be fully miptable.

OtMr new featu res in Syslnll 7.5 :
. l'owrfl'tl/J:. an t"I«tronic mail extr nsion that
cnablts you 10 mail a dorum~n l by simply drag­
ging it on 10 an iron on your desktop represent­
ing the destinatjen .
• Sub-men us in the Ap ple menu, including

BIIIoolI HIlp has been bur$I-the midi more trierv3ty AppIt­
~Ieldsyou by the '-I, ~lIiiljj""" JI*lUS IIId
tilIaIla5 )'OIl'-' to IolM. [)eo.;eIopels will beallle to use tills to
~ i ......... mnal510f \heirOWllllfO\llalTlS.

automancally-created 'alia ses' for launching re­
cenuv-used docum ents and application s.
• A 'Window Shad.' system th at enables you to
leave windows and applica tions open but 'roll
up' the windows to leave just the title bar visi­
ble - one click and it opens again .
• Simpft T.xt. a more advanced text ed itor tha t
allows for much la rger documents than T.ach·
T.xt. which it replaces.
• Simplified printing. Selecting Print brings up
a simpler dialogue box with a pop-up menu of
allthe prin ters available - no need 10 use the
c bccser to change printers. 'rhere is also a series
of icons representing your printers on the Desk­
tOP - to prim a document. jusl drop it on to
your chosen icon. Doubl~-diding a printe r icon
brings up us prinl queue - a mono sophisticated
version of PrintMonilllT. where you can drag doe­
umems up or down the queue. on 10 another
printe r o r into the w astebasket.
• A Universal Enabl~r. making it easy 10 create
an emergency System disk for dlfferem Macs.
• Also tncorporaied are severa l Ieatures previ­
ously availabk through shareware utilities. such
as date and time display in the menu bar. 'sticky
memos'. and defaul t saving to a 'Docu ments'
fo lder on the Desktop. so you know where to
look fi rst if you've just hit seve. The Find Filt
accessory from System 6 returns. replacing Sys·
tern 7'5 widely-derided Find function.
• You'll now be able to re-size the Scrapbook.
change monito r resolu tion 'on the fly' an d pro­
gram your Mac to shut down automatically
after a set time. Also included are a new im ­
proved CD-ROM player. System and application
locking. and the DigiSign system, which ena bles
you to ' sign' any data from a single cell in a
spreadsheet to a complete document, as well as
verify other signatu res and determine if a docu­
ment has been altered.

Apple says the new System 7.5 runs taster
tha n previous versions. but youll need at leas! a
Mac Plus with 4Mb of RAM 10 use It. and 8Mb
m inimum on a PowttMaC(though it will a t

f ile [<I.t l a!>a'
A!>ou l Tll' . Mulnla.h .••

Ei Coltulolor
IS Choour
l*I Conl,.o' 'ano ll I>
P f in" In Cota log
I! ~Igu... ' uule
l:I NOla""
l!II , • ••"n.. [al.ro.

SyslMIl.s oilers~ suIHn!fluS i11tle A"II
1l'Ilnl, inctIdil'tO R-.t A"IlAtI_ and RKnl: D_ tI
~ no ITIln Sll"tltlljj lMlugh IMI~ IMI oflolcler5 to lD:l
tltlII~ you ... W(Mldlljj 011 r...tel(l~y!

leasl run ·nativ~'). No price has been an­
nounced, but System 7.1 was under £50, and if
you buy a new Mac from lat~ summer 7.5 wiU
be bundled free as nonnal. For more mror­
mation contact Apple on 0800 12715).

Quicker on the Draw
OuickOl'llw GX Is tile new YlIrslon of Apple's OWl! syslem
for handllno both screen reooerino and printlno.
Programs will need to be rewrltlen 10 lull)r utilise Its
features . but h will run aloooslde e~lstino printino
software and many of itS mou useful lunctionS will be
available Immediately. These incIIIcl8 drag'and -d~

printirljj aIlll AwM's COIorSynt' system. which promises
to malclt scr.., iIIld pdntout colours much moro 1;IoMiIy.
A IWW GX ¥II"SiOII 01 AdoOI T.\'PI!~ Is included to
opIimis8 screen diqllay. Many tbt IIIIIctiol'ls wiI be
handled 1I lh4r SystIm ........ meaninQ that "'"'J pmgrltn
can have proper keminll and jusliliulb'~ Then! wiI blr a
new Ne IomIil~ Portable 0igitaI Documents. wticIt
r!tains aI tht IJl1llI* IIId typogI'llp/'C~ oflht
lIllginaIllocumenI. Mi Mat wiIlI 0uldt0raw GX ... blr
atIlrl to CJ98ft, wlewllld print POO clocuments, irTespecti¥e
of_hell... It has lh4r same~r or Ionls.

DOS IS DEAD, SO HOUDINI FAILS T O ESCAPE THE AXE
Sytlcm 7.' Includn re Fria OJ' .loll. __ E<II)' ""'" and
""1"(7, In liM with Appl"'s policy 01 ......1"11...lISle<
(Of Macs 10 C'Onn«l lo Pes. Su,., .....~ . hM , APP~

hllSmdtd prodUC'l1on '" liS 'DOS.a:wnpol,lbW Q~r..
<'OlInwntd 'Houdlnl'. T'ht: ....niM conulncd . l'M Hz
In,..1416SX pnxnso<. SO In rlf«l it S• ..., you rwo{'Om·
pur.-rs In _ .• M..,....:I PC (bolh.' ontt. If you w.nl·
.-dl. Ihough h ' ''''''.-d n.rworklng or adwanctd """nd
lupporl. If you n~ 10 run PC SOfIW'" on a Mac. your
only oprlon now Is In " Du lalor progr. m such IS SlJflK;.

• nw PC opetadnlsyRcm has. '-noer. had a body
blow. A judge In Arrotl'b ha <lO'Ikm:l MkJmofi 10
wlltKlraw Iht <."Unn01 version 01 MS·DOS. Tbt d«lsklol
comt'S afler a four-w...k <'OWl bault by sue EI«tmnIr$.
Iht company rnponslblt (or lM dtsli: If)Itt opllmlfJna
program SUCUr. 1be mun uphdd SI""', da.rm lhal 115
palenll hawe htert InJ"n nard by MkJ'oJoft·s 'Double­
Sp""'" r«booloaY Ind udrd w llh MS-DOS 6 and 6.1.
The m un ISSuM a perman",. Injunalon ordering
Mk,.osofllo en,," mak lna. uslna an d ...llIna ,hesr

versions 01 MS·DOS and ..y Olber pn>dua mnu1ol".
DoublrSpaor. and m:::all ... dtstroy aD umoId rapl"-
• If}'Oll now w_ 10 It' rid 01 your old PC. !be aood
,""ws Is that App~ ....1lI1..b 11 in pan ""dtanae for 0
PowerM.sc - If }'OIl're ... ..-d~ user'. that Is. App~
Is oIfrrl"l~ dlKOUtlIl, dependIng on the. and
condillon 01 obe petSOtl.II tompUler you ""change and
!be Powc M.., }'Oll b\ly: an unwor\tlnl PC will ",we
you £1'0 on .. Power M.., 6 100. an d lIS mudo lIS t400
on an atoo. C.UApp l~ On oaoo lln5l for details .
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It's the return
of SuperCard

Linotype f o nt s for
new QuickDra w

A n~w v~l"<ion 01 HypnCdrd'u ;val Supt ,·
e",d has jus, I>l'en relea~ by AJl~'nl

Technologies in the US.
SupnCdrd (originally from ...Idus) offers

an al,emative, powerful mullim e<lia
'u'horing and applicalion dcvclopmclI!
environmem for 'he Mac. The new vu,ion
1.7 includes bu ilt· in supron for QuickTimc,
new sou nd and an imalion fu,u'<'$, and
support lor Hypen ext (the sys te m that

enabks yOu 10 -lin k' 'exl in on. pi. "" with
rela'ed ,ex, elsewhere). Alleglam I, .1",
working on a native Powc rMac version 01
SU/HrCilrd and a Windows player.

The upgrade is $89 (piu. shipping) to
",gislc re<l owner< of any carUer version of
Supt,c.,,". The ""SI of us ca n buy SuptrCard
1.7for $49 5 _ or you can trade ;n your
ropy of HypnCard 2.)( (IT Macromedia Dirtr­
tor (any version) for $99 before 31 July.

For more information. rom.et Allegiant
direa in the US on 0 to t 619 587 0500 (or

fox 587 13t4).

T
Oil rom producer Linotvpe- Hell is r... leasing the
35 sta nda rd font s included wilh Apple primers
in QuickDra w GX lormal lo r £58.

Although ...xtsnng toms will work as normal with
the n... w version ot QuickDra w Installed. font s need
to be conv... n ...d 10 make full us... 01 us a dvanced typo­
graphical feat ures . Th ...se new 'super fonts' offer
refined ke ruing and tracking, producing mor... easily
readable te xt. and automa t ic llga tu re s (w he re cha rac­
ter pairs such a s f i a nd fl are rep la ced by a Singlt'
cha racte r that blends the two together. making tex t
mor... eurecuve r. Existing fon ts allow fo r a maximum
01224 characters. but Q uickDraw GX to rus allow for
800 per font. ma king il possible for Linotype-Hellto
include such characters as ornaments and small caps
(lik... ' M"cFoRM,n 'f. Q uickDraw GX also features opti ­
cal angnmem. This is where a round lener such as '0 '
at the left margin o f a lin ... o f text actually juts OUl a
linle lurther to the left, past the margin, by compart -

son wlth an 'M' or 'B ' - which parado xically ma kes
the margin Hne seem srratgtuer.

The major disadvamagt- will be speed . PostScript
prime rs romt' with su m(' lonts in their own memory,
ma king the", fas te r to p rint. but Apple has ye. t to an­
nounce a print ... r wilh Outckurew torus built in. so
rhey willta k... longer to output.

The prOCt'SS 01 converting torus from PostScript to

QuickDra w is costly as it involves add ing mor... data
and characters. so fon t producers will look very ca re­
fully al how these firsl lonls sel l. tf font manulacwr­
e rs do nOt suppo rt Qui,kl)raw GX it will ll<: a devas­
tating blow lor Apple and Q uick Draw .

Apple will nOl be induding any QuickDraw GX
font s wilh SySle m 7.5_so if yo u want 10 benefi t Irom
th ...se exoung new featu res, you'll need to buy the
tom pack Irom l.inorvpc-Hell. It will COS t £58 and will
be launched at th... same tinw as SySl... m 7.5.
Lincrype-Hell (an be contacted on 02 42 222 333.

Aldus passes powerful program ports

'Power PowerBooks' delayed

technologies is speed, and w ith
performance o f up to three pages
per m inute in lull colour the 4900
will make colou r inkjet users very
jealous. And you do n 't even need
your Mac: sa ve your work 10 flop­
py di sk, just pop the disk into the
drive in the front of the printer,
a nd it will print o u t di recl ly! All
this doesn't co me cheap, though,
at £ 10,500. Out 01 reach for mosr
of us at the moment, maybe, but
print bureaus a rt' sure to snap
them up - a nd in the lo nger term,
prtces fo r colour lasers will a lmost
ce rta inly begin to drop in the
same way that black a nd white
lase rs did several years ago.
Fo r more info rma tio n comact
Rank Xerox o n 0895 2 51 13 3.

Upgrades [or NorLon ULlIiLles and SMl

Xerox's dazzling colour laser

Following its purchase of riva l Fifth Generat ion's Publir Uutitiet, svman­
tee is releasing an upgrade to NOr/on Utilities that incorporales the best
bits of its competitor. On e improvement: No rton will be able to check
your hard d rive during idle time to find problems as soon as they occur,
rather th an waiting for symptoms to appear.

Syma ntec is also releasing Norton DiskDcubla Pro, which is a re­
badged vers ion o f Filth Generation's SuperDcubla bundle induding
AUloDcubla, DiskDcubler a nd CopyDcubla. To complement Ihis, the new
version of Symontec's AntiVirus for Mac (SAM) will have the new ability
10 de tect viruses in compressed files.

We' ll be reviewing Nonon Utituies 3.0 in MACFORMAT as soon as it is
released; meanwhile symamec UK can be contacted on 0628 776343.

n ing quali ty at 1,200 x 300 d pi.
One of the main advantages of
colour la sers o ve r o ther printing

Rank Xerox has j ust rele ased Ihe
4900 co lour laser printe r, o ffe rin g
sonscrtpr level 2 o utpu t of stun-

respected prccrams will be welcomed.
FreeHand 4for Power Macintosh

costs £528.75, or you can upg rade your
Mac version 4 to PowerMac for C88.13;
users of older versions can upg rade tor
£229.13. PageMaker 5 for Power
Macintosh costs £816.63: upgrading
fro m a Mac version 5 costs £146.88, or
£229.\3 to upg rade from eartler
versions. A1d us is on 081 5688868.

Aldus has begun porting its range 01
software to the Power Macintosh,
slarti ng with versions of FreeHand 4and
Pa(JeMaker 5. FreeHandis claimed to run
up to eighttim~ faster than its equiva­
lent running on the fastest Quadra, while
Pa(JeMaker runs between two and four
times taster.

Some publishers have seemed slow to
support the PowerMac, so these

It's official : health experts in the USand
elsewhere say that wo rking at a monitor for any
le ngth of time is bad for your eyes. What you
need is some son of eye protection, li~e the
COmputer Optics spectacles by aecro.The Iig.ht -
~ight, 23% blue-tinted, polarised spectacles offe r
protection against all ultra-violet and electromagnetic rad ialion
trom 20kHz to 200MHz at wavelengths of 200nm to 700nm (it says
~re) , which means they absorb reflective glare, soften tne light from the screen and ~Ip

reduce eye-strai n and drowsiness. They cost a mere £32,99 (not a lotto pay to saveyour
ey~igh t, really), or mere's a clip-on version for £29.99. Allow a further £1,99 for poslage and
packing in both cases. For more details co ntact Gep ro on 0689 851 206.

Apple-s plans for a new range 01 ponable PowerMacs have been thwarted by
problems with The PowerPC 603 chip which was deSTined 10 go imide them.

The existing range of Power Macintosh desktop machines uscs The PowerPC
60 t chip, which consumeS tOO much power 10 be used in b<lttery-b<lsed llOn able
machines. Apple has dropped the more compeer. less thirsty 603 chip ahogelher
afTer very disappointtng speed tests. and has asked ;IS panners in The PuwerPC
projecr. IBM and MOIorola, to COme up with a faster chip.

The added development COSTS must mean Ih al the new ponable machines will
be pricier, and will atmost ~nainly delay them for at leasl six months um il mid
IW5. But Apple couldn't risk Ihe emb<lrrassment of producing a slower ponable
than PC-compatible notebooks using Inlel"s new ponable Pemiul11 chips.

'Screen' your eyes

......e ..oR M...T . ' S S U ll: 15 ' "' U GU S T 111114
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Theme Par1c'"
Designer Series­

It 's about thrills, spills and
paying the bills as you design,

build and run the world's
ultimate tourist attraction.

Construct rides, respond to
the whims of your customers,

and fend off unfriendly
takeover bids as you fight for

supremacy against 40 rival
Theme Parks.

-....--~_._.- ..- _.._---...-..._..._._.,--~
=:--'::":"_ ...:::::=.::_......-- - - --
EA ':"-=:-,: ''::==':':=::",,,..,,- --- -

l'opv!O" U
The~ God Sim pia

good <lpinsl: M , widl you ;to

~ Be;nc ninin& cimten
down upon JOl'"' ea06hies.

Once you'»e played God for it

day, you won't__ to stOp.

BUT

With gam~s like t hese , you'll d iscove r

t he t rue m eaning of cont rol.

From Bullfrog, the originators of t he God Sim, a range of t itle s

des igned to perfectly comp leme nt your Apple Mac's abilities .

Acknowledged as classics across multiple formats , now it's your turn

to play God, dominate the world and shape the lives of multitudes.

S, ndicat e -
Hi-tech cybefpunk action in
Bullfrog's dark vision of a violent
future. Global domination is the
goal and the cities of tomorrow
your battleground. Tool up your
cyborg agents and spread the
dark stain of your Syndicate
from the barrel of a gun.
·Syndicate is a stanking game
with a very tight plot. superb
graphics and sound, and lashings
of fU wristic violence" 92%,
MacFormat, June 1994,

I'ioU.'f10hi ea -- -l.Odwtee! bn6s ..cl swell

10"'" rDa with recn.oia

"""-"'­cw,!he f'o"etMoo ii&
dI:OcIes when to make
peIU. ..cl when to tgck

his 6 06' .... into pieces.



Programmer's Apprentice
Fancy a CD-ROM wim 450Mb of
"",mpl ( sour« c;od( to hdp you with
YOU'~ propamming? Thm you'D
be: inte1'nt~ in Apfnm/ia fmm tM
C(1ntin Compllny . I' Ct)I1Wns 5OUfn'

~ (most In C. C++ and P;rsaJ1
lrum >UdI di""",, P"OI'"am>.. appll·
caliom. ...!MS, Control Pa..., b. Ell·
'(miom and uliliUn. In addition.
proenmmint: uliliticsat( also prooid.
~ on tM di><:• .4pJrmIlia rostS 05
and is availabk in tM UJ( fmm N(l ·
work Amlymon OMJ 4 t 9996.

Power CAD
MioriQrd 5. an ind llSl ry-lU nd4lnl Corn·
pu'(r Akkd Dnign applicalion. hill
bc:en n~uoed (0< bolh W Mac and
Po_rMac (which is at il< ""'I with
pndsdy ,his son of ItWlhs-inl( ns;V(
program). Th( n(W ...,~n IUlurn
I n Ov(rLoy Edil utili ly WI ( ruIbl"
1001 plllet' " and menus 10 to: COrn·
pl( '(ly ru'lomlsN, a nd diff(,(m
comblnallons can be: "",...,d 10 lull dil·
I(nm tasks O. ~oJM . Th( price 10'
MioriCad 5 Is £700. ,>r you ca n upgradc
fo, £ IJ5. For mor( d(lails COnla<:t
Gomark on 0717)179)0.

Get mOYing!
tookins b a dwn« to show oft
YOU' aninwrions?ltK London ErI«ts
6 Aninwtion Fntival is inviti"l m ·
Inn 10< its annual~ ltK
mtries will~ judgnl by a pllnd I.....
tM -m.. 1"01 ..1 animltorJ
U>d poImli.ll dim with '~

monmil:siooe<I a .-d$' brinI~•.
o:d '0 tM winnos. ltK "',,(JOries an::
a rt,.~ ....phia,.~b.
~U<ationand training. I(a ' un fit-.
...mnrml(~m tnUinmomt.
mu"" ri&oo. """an:tI. shon IiI.mI.
simulation. U>d p.udm. lO'Od. Enuy
forms a n . vaibbk frum AIison NoIan
on 081 9'95 }6J2. ltKdooi"l da,( loo
(ntries is w <"<lnesd.o y 7 SqIlmtbet.

Davld Falrbead. a TV producer. camc
OU' victorio us al tb( RtSl HdlcalS
Champioruhlp, hos,«I by M<leUnl""r·
,i' y and sponson<! by Ht llalu ..... k( '
Parsofl and M.o.e_ T. Bob Hall
won Krond place, wilh Jooe Makk( rft
,hird. Evnyoo( who al1(nd~ agtftd
,ha. W da y wu a grea' 'U«css - """
<kdial,~ Htllau:tlan ""...,Ikd alt tM
way !mm Madridl

Hellcat Victors

Grey is great
11 you only nftd a B"'}'SQ\( """""",r
then ch«Ir. ou,~lc', new low·
«Kt S·bh SC2I\tOtt calltd S<anMakn'
llG. It h;os a physial .-.:solution of )00

" 600 dpi. which can be: in<:tuHd '0
1,200 " 1.200 usint soIt~ inlnpO­
lation. I1 COCIIn wilh Cxt(', o.a.;.
$:M oott....rt., pl'O'IidioJ op<Ic;lI d!.a••
.m~ imaP' Pioo:ssia&
and Iu softwat( in """ bundk. All
litis <osu jUSl: DaO. For lIIoIIt( inIoo'.
.....Iion Ct)I1tMt Compu'ns UnlimitN
on 081 2001I212.

.""'..
soon:WIJItI at flit
God$ lrorn MaDs,.._...--,..
$oi'IICq~ Lost
ft r.,. ;m

Gotr6Is plus G«*Is 2 tram Siem; HeI
Clblrorn Tengen; and In SutdI 01 flit
FIbuIols I1ftIoKtrorn MIc9lIy. Watdl lor
lTIOfeddaiIs and fill reWews in~r.

Alittle hKthet doom 1Ile trJdl(~ lot
Oc:sobefJIs the Mat ro-ROM wtslon 01
U wnIl lOlIleI'MM, 1Ile 'WtuII raJil( '*"
thaI stwM:ased stalHl·!IlI-aII graphics
1IdlI"*'IIY. (Check the game pies below.)

fo r a single-user licence. Aetec a lso produces the
E.uyWorb tem plate. which. for 0 4.9 5. provides a
sim ple word processor as well as newspaper and
database modules.

Colllnsjiducarioea l's o ffering is SOma Actiw/in,
which Incl udes 15 sde:ncc- re:lated templates for
teaching up to GCSE o r Standa rd Grade level. It oosts
0 5.24 for a single user.

Clans itself a lso prod uces tem pla tes for Seconda ry
students a t 0 5.19 each. (There: are: discounts o n all
these prices for mulliple users.j AlI lemplales a re
available fro m TAG Dc:velopmem s o n 0800 59 1262 .

Remember the okItext-based aMnture
games? Well, ActMsion is just about to
~ an updated Yef5ioo 01 OIIII! 01 the
dmics, Zod. Hot
Impressed? You should
be. ~IOZOft

(shown at righl) tomeS
on ClHlOM, and it'sno
loltOef teJlt-based.
1lIllllI's awiIk 1311III 01
dQilised selOOgs ar-'
cIIarJclen whose laciaI
bpia siOllS cl'IanQe in
.eat:Iioi. to )'l:U input,
wtidt rou geneme byc:li;Dlg on icons
repiWUDllI-'lles sudI as 'secretiYe',
'1J'QIooeti:' and 'JWle:ssNe'. The plot is
a:rnp!jc;m'd, suddendNth 1l.rts around
MrI eomer.n the pon-Mllkldl
adYenture should be ... 7 tie Ilrt Iiay IIOlI

lot abovI £50. Watdl lor the fill rt't'iew in
t.W::FoiIrMT ntlCIl1IOI'IIIl. For II'IOrt details
contad Al:tiYision U1 081 142 9400.

Comin' at ya!

It's a sim
TheBritish Science Museumis ptayi ng host toa
Sl)IClal version 01 M(l);is' SlmCity 2000. With the
p.ogram, called Scienaville, museum v1srtors are
abllto take cont.oI 01 a city ro. seven minutes and
see how their del;isions a1fect tile city'slutu.e. The
p.ogram has had its toolba. enla'lIed and re-worbd,
and can be played via both the mouse and a touch-screen.lt Is on dis~ aspart Of the SCiel1C4
Museum's City Limits?exhibilion, wIIith Is fUnninguntil September. The 8ritish SCieI1C4
Museum Is OIl 011938 8lXXl; Maxis Is U1 011 490 2333.

ClarisWorks for education

Asmall , soft office
SoftKry is releasing six low -cost
titles for the Mot(. including a
wo«! processor retailing ,11
£.49.99. wriltNuw4 is 01 modular­
based word processor. tocorpc­
l3ting uyle shu ts and lTIail
ITK~. I1 la kES up rdatively link
disk spatt o r RAM. and has been
optimisrd 101' Powe rBook usage.

T1tc rxher fi~ t idn arc all on
CD·ROM. PC PaintbndJI QipArf
Library contai ns l .(M)} cokwr Im­
ages and cosu £39.99. PCPili,,'­
bnaJr PhotoLibrary is a double-CD
rolkrtion of 2.500 phot ographic
images in both TIFF and BMP
forma ts, m ol' of whkh are roy­
illty·{rtt and in 24-bit quality.
and costs £39.99.

Amnit.r:ln Ht rilogt Talki rrg Pia.
","yrom ains meanings for me re
than 200,000 wordsand will pro­
nounce 72.000 of them (in
American? ). II comes wi th R~n

1 E1«tro"ic ThallI/rill . con tain ing
500,000 synonyms, and 00'51$
[)9 .99. If you 're more in te rested
in fonts, there's Kry Fonts Pro,
with 1,200 TrueType and Post­
Script scalable fonts. incl ud ing
legal and scientific sym bols. d is­
play fonts a nd deco rative ding­
0015. The couecuon costs ( 46.9 5.

Fina lly, there's Kty CA D OJm­
pleu, an entry-level Compute r
Aided Design package with a
range of d rawing 10015 including
line, rectangle, ctrcle. arc, arrow,
polygon. aeeter curves and
spnnes. Measurements can be
specified in me tric or im peria l
units. The package Is j ust ( 46 .95.

Fo r more deta ils, comsc Soft­
Key on 081 7892000.

E
ducauonal templates for CI"risWorb have been
released by Claris. Aztec Associa les and
CollinsEduatio na l.

The templa tes a n be: used by secondary school
teachers to provide computer-assisted leammg with
easy access to information and skeleton structu res
that an be adapted for specific teaching materials.

The templates from Aztec Incl ude: MapM<lm . a
I :SO,OOO scale map drawing utility, including Ord­
nantt Survey symbols; Tta VIJi/klru!. for leaching
French; and l,"a~ Fad4ry. which provides ShortC\l I
tool palettes for graphks work. All lhftt OOSI £29.95

14





Stop thle.es
_ an you keep your Mac sale

from thieves? Well you an alwaY"
Iodr it in a b;a >led box - <be Jtolsdr
frun Securily Window ShUlIen.. By
day'he RoIwk box win K<.'OfnmOo­

dale YOU' compulef and monllOr
while you wurlt. ilnl like a more mn·
venliorW a>mpu~r desk. ""-veI', iI
hn a IocbbIe shUllef eNl an be
rolled down when you've pooveml
down. I'rices vary depmdm, on size,
bu, >I<In al D IO.7S. ContK'l S«uriry
Window Shul1cn on 0524 H\llI6.

Even better dye-SUb colour
Fargo Electronics ho, onnouna d , he
Primera Pro, higger hro ,her 10 ,he
Prime.o colour plin,e r (ra,t<! SS'llo In
MM;Jo.....T lJ). The Prime raPro wlU
print In bo,h dye .sublirr\ll'ion ond
wu , henn.ol,ronsfe, modn, ., 0 'tS·
oIucion of ei<ber :lOO x :lOO or 600 x
:lOO do," per inch. 1, aln OUlpUC fuU
A4· size irr\llget in 24·1>;1colour.

It conneclS '0 YOU' Mac ..... loall·
Tolk. ond is ovaiUbIe wlm op'lon.ol
PostSotpo~ 2 suppon lot on
..Ira 0 64. )$. The bosM: COSt oIlhe
prim.r is £\.9)7.58. UK dislribulor
~nnerbridee is on 0268 4 1910 1.

Astronomy Is better than sex
RdUrifl MIlIti>N4i4 Aun:Ifo3M)' rear"!y
woo <be BlMA Gold Awan! in <he ID·

lormorion a'egory. beatin& 1Jtt»,1{
~inlO S«Ol1d pioce. Gteo,_1ot
people wI'Io pn:kr JOinI: out bllO<he
prdm al nisf" imIe.od of JUyi", in­
sick._ For ..-e irdonnarion. motan

MMis Multimedia on 07 1 4aS 1566.

Stronger PeI1Uaslon
Aldus is now shipping YttSion J 01
~. <be progra m lor crealing
and rr\lllUlginx slides. overhead!; and
(NI·screen prfinlLllions. f'rmiailm J
ha. a new inlertoce. wilh flo.J1inx
loolbox and p.olell.... and a new
durting module whidl oIfe... a ..,1«.
,ion of S4 dun 'ypes. l1te.e a..., also
Improved drawing ,001, In a flo.J'lnJ
p.olelle. offering cus,om line weighll .
arrowheads and line endinJ' , You
can view ond prim J,ej'Kole rep"'"
lCnla , ion, of elemenlS. ond even edit
, he monodtrome elemems wi,hou,
disrupling th.i, colour coUnlerpons.

Th. ","ck.g. COSts (4 1I ,25. R<l is·
l<r~d u•• TS con upgrode 10r ( 111.6) ,
Alduo is on 08 1 568 8868,

Solomon mines for data
If your hard disk di.... you an u.....t·
ly kW goodbye 10 your r!aLl. Or you
an try Or SoIomoo's noLI RNOVny
Strvitt. whidt aim! '0 I'KOVtr Iosr
daLllrom floppy. han! and oprlal
disks as wd as CD-ROMs wilhin 48
hours. tIlt an' l do lhe job wilhin
eNl time, iI win mh.1l'C your fee by
20'Jt. - and if it fails 10 <eroYO'f your
r!aLl al ail tbett' s no dI.llfJC. Or
Solomon's is now cm 0 296 J I8700. In

tml'fJ"r><ies" you (;UI call <be lree
boIline nu.ml>n OSOO 53126).

Label ma ts to give away,
generously donated by the
mce people a t The Data Busi-

oess. To win one. just tell
us how many

but tons a nonnal
Mac mouse has. Send your answe r,

along with your name and address
on a po5lcard or the outside of a

stuck-down envelope to ' Mat Labrl',
MACFOlUo'lAT, 30 Monmouth SUiC'tt,

Bath BAI 2BW, The first 20 cards
pulled out of the box will cam receve a

mat, but if YQu don' t win one YQu can buy Mat Label
mouse-mats from retailers for £8.20. For mon:: details
comacr The Dat.a Business umnec on 0865 842224.

National Games Championship

Get OUI your diary and make sure you are tree between Wfilntsday
26 and Sunday 30 Octobtr for the Pu ture EmerUlinmem Show '94
hosted by f uture Publishing. th e cumpany behind M ACl'ORMAT.

Gamn and interaaive e mertalnment Ior all pla lforms will ee on show,
with com puter specific demonstrations and workshops hosted by some of
Future's own edilors. You can also enjoy the demonstrations for Ihe home
oUil:t and edu carjon sectors, along with a whok villagt dfilkatfil to MID I
and desktop music. Once you ha ve seen something tha t takn your fanC")',
the re are plen ty of o pponunnies to buy from eager dealers.

You can buy ticketS on the door for £:1 , bu t if you book in advance YQu
can gel ( I off - and what'S mort", all visitors pu rchasing a ticket before
Sunday 31 July via the Show Hotline will be eligible to enter the Silica.
Early Bird competi tion. JUSI answe r a simple qoesncn, and the fi rst fi ve
oorrecr entries drawn on Monday I August will be sent a (100 voucher
with Iheir ticket! The quntion: 'In which d ly is this maganne wrtnenj"

To order your ticket and emer this Iree compc. phone the Future Enler­
talnmem Show a cume on 0369 423:1.

Future ZOne. the specia list com puter and video games store. is sponsoring
the National n ames Championshi p in associa tion with the Future Enter­
tainment Show '9 4 . The Championship is open to all games players in
Britain and will s ta rt on Monday I August, w ith th e preliminary rounds
being staged at Future ZOne's national chain of high street stores.

The tw o games selected for the championshi p are Virtllll RlldnS on the
Sega Mega Drive and SlIptr Mt troid on the SNES (someth ing to do with the
wonderful Austin Metro? ). Each player will pay a SOp ent ry lee. which will
go to the charity Baby Lire Support Systems. Future Zone wil1 then hold a
September Road Show to stage four regional semi-finals, consisting of the
best six players from each regton. Winners each receive a Philips CDi svs­
rem. while the five runners-up will receive a ( SOStore voucher . All semi­
fi nal ists also receive a free annual subscription to their favourite Futu re
Publishing magazine.

The fi nal will be held on Satu rday 29 October at the Future Enterta in­
ment Show, with the winner receiving a high -spec PC, fi ve CD·ROMs and
a troph y. The run ner-up will receive lots of goodies from f ut ure Zon e
s to res. To fi nd out where your nearest store is, phone 0891 332 288 (calls
are charged at }9p a minute cheap rate. 4 9p all o ther times).

Education souware house Sher­
510n. well known for its Acorn
educanon programs. has released
its finl Mac uues. Oysril/ IUlln
FOrdr won the Gold Brit ish Edu ­
cational T«hnology Award lor
the best piece of primary soft ­
ware. You «averre the p1anel
Oglo. where IM inhabllams havc:
~riou s «0 problems. I'm nOl
sure why Sher$too had 10 look so
far afield, but ch ild ren between
the ages of 8 a nd 11 mun save
the: ra in jo resr by completing a
number of lOGO related tasks­
maths and a touch 01 green poli­
tics Ior the sum o f ( 47.

AmmQltd NumlNrs is aimed al
the younger age range 01 ) 10 6
years and helps rhem with their
first numbe r work. Aher using
Ihis program. the ch ild may
begin 10 grasp the concept 01
£27. the COSt of this program.

For more details contact Sher·
non sonware on 0666 840433.

I1seems nanne s~ u,;ons to IIIe wOfkl's
(01 in l11is case. other pla JleIS') ecc-crees
toUld I~ In labs like this... All 11 mattel' or
solving s.ome maths QlltSlioos, apparently

Exploring the
MacRainForest

So you've customised your Mac and pe rsonalised your
workspace. but is your mouse-mat letting you down?
The Data BU$inn s, bared in Oxford, has the solut ion
with its range of fun mouse-mats.

The Mat Label ra nge arc made
from lop quality material and
have a hard etched PVC tOp for
good cacnon, with a variety of
entertaining deslgns, from a pig.
a frog or an owl to an apple [ well,
natu rally), a spilled couee cup, a
female torso or (fo r the sake of
eq ual opponunity) a male Chippen-
dale torso.

Since no self-rnp«ting, Iun-lcvlng mouse should
bt without one. MACf'OaMAT has no less than 2 0 Mat

The simple pleasures ...

•

16



Lose , ..self ill tM worWs of Mysl.

Des;gned fu< CD,~. mu~~irnensiclld

"""err rHr"" !he bouOOarios ,I !he
inleroctive adventure.

o.!r{hl_ ..""hi 1 i I ' ........
• , '" , ;" an .. isiog_
1o.Mlln. Y--'III<.-"'II7O'...........-,,"".
G ~8rodertIInI"_._..- - ...-_u."'''''_ _.'-

C
-._ _-

Y A '" ...



'Twin Ptab ' lynch and a Hammtr HOUSt of Hor·
ror flick. Then there's the mansion's fully ren­
dered rooms which conta in attme puzzles.

So w hat can you expect from Tht Ilfh Hou""
Well, for starters. there are puzzles - and lets 01
'em. There arc 40 treasure hunts, 13 ordinary
puzzles and 6 artificially intelligent puzzles,

One 01 the puzzles Involves I
broach. This consists of siJl
jewel clusters. Each cluster
possesses six facets and each
facet is a different colour.
The obj«t 01 the puzzle is 10
swa p and/or rotate these
clusters so tha t wherever

house's evil soul by bea t­
ing all its puzzles and
thereby freeing Robin .

As with the original
game. there'S a consider­
able amount of full mo­
tion video in The I Irh Hour; the re Is. in tecr. 64
minutes of original footage. The screenshots on
these pages are a ta ste r of what you can expect.
The footage was ShOI by a director called Davld
Wheeler, the chap who was responsible for the
Hollywood &lJylon series. His film is a surrea l
cross between a cellulo id creation by Davld

T
rilobyte is a US software: company wit h
a knack for produdng high profile,
mass-consumer games. lis horror-ad­
venture cum puzzle game, 7th Gum,

has just docked up its millionth sale, and so it
came as no surprise to anyone when The 11th
Hour was an nounced earlter thi s year.

The game is set in the same haunted house
as the original. You play a reporter, ca lled e arl
Denning.. who's searching fo r Robin. the pro­
ducer of his TV show. Robin has disappeared
im ide a ha unted house called the Stauff Man ­
sion. The idea of th e game is 10 outwit the

18

Haunted houses, malevolent ghouls and
exploding heads. Andy Hutchlnson has a sneaky
peek at the follow-up to 7th Guest.

•
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two colours touch, they match. The program­
mer of this particular mind-bender informs me
that there are 44 million different permuta­
tions, but adds that there are at least two solu­
tions. So that's all right then.

The game, complete with its schlocky video
sequences (certificate 15), is designed for those
who don't have the least desire to shoot any
alien spacecraft out of the cosmos. Gra ham
nevtne. the founder of the com pany, feels that
everyone should ha ve the opportunity to play
games. 'Those people,' he said, 'who want hard
games should stick to them. We don't ma ke

games for that small sect ion
of the market who love to
wh ip themselves: I don't
think he means S & M fans,
but rather the hardcore garners who don't
think a game's a game unless it's got platforms,
aliens, plasma weapons and power-ups, The
Trtlobyte team reckon that The [I1h Hour
should be finished in time for the autumn.
Crossword fans, lateral th inkers and demi-gods
should love it. Personally, I'm going to wait
until it's out on video. .A'",fy.!7tittdrimwn,

""ACI'OA " AT ' 's.u., 115 ' AUGU S T 111114
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Less than optimal
So 'atlast HyperCard was going 10
get colour. ... AppleScript..., and at
long, long last the ability to turn
sta cks into stand-alone applica­
tions.' Rather than calling this
'unique piece of software' Hyprr·
Card 2.2 we could call it SuperCard.
But hang on a minute. that would
mean people would confuse it with
THE Su~rCard. You know - the
HyptrCa rd-like application with lull
colour support. stand-alone appll­
cation creat ion. AppleScript, ere.
and the ability to convert Hy~r­

Card stacks.
I moved 10 Su~rCard in 1989. At

that time vl.O had variable win­
dow sizes, full Mac interface sup­
port, draw tools and, of course.

Sorry [askrd. But your point is well
taken. Programm(rs and softwar(
houses naturally tend 10 want to exploit
uate-of-the-an systems, bUI inevilably
many ~ople will have more modal Sf!.

ups. We'll keep yovr needs in mind.

... "..,~,

FA/18was aJ\Olher covermounled colour-orlj'
demo, but are we neglectiJl\l more Macs?

views e tc nOI only required pixel
depth (for example 256-colours)
but also the required pixe! resolu­
tion (in this case 640 x 480). The
Le is one of the biggest selling
Macs ever, so I assume that there
must also be many 12-inm mcnl­
tors around.
Derek An derso n
sr An d rews, Fife

... To """ . ,
""... _ ....... JOO, -.0. " ......1'

Wouldn'l ~ be nice 10 be ablt 10 set the
print lime when YQu choose Print to begin
with? (Or how aboul an option thal real~

does seure prinliJl\llime - as in. 'Look. 11
Ihis Is going 10 take longer lhan ha" an
hour, jusl ecm bother.')

Am 1 a seco nd-class ciuzen? Am I
the only person in the world with a
black and w hite display w ho woul d
like 10 be able to use the full con­
ten ts of your cover disk but cannot
because of your -cclcunsr' policy? I
subscribed to MACFORMAT because
it avoided cramming its pages with
products 100 expensive fo r the
majorily 01 Mac owners, yet you
persist in providing demo versions
of games that run in colour only. I
appreciate that most of the new
games available do only run on
256-colour monitors, but please do
not make life any more mise rable
for those of us who were only able
10 afford a PowerBook 14 5b.
Eli:r.abet h Ka ne
Leeds

Print Monitor is la unched - at
present you have 10 'catch' the
Prim Monitor before it prims a
document in order 10 set the
prin t time.
• Syst em Extensi ons conven ed
in to Sys tem-Mini-Applications
w hi ch can be sw itched on or off
without restart ing (a big wish
for most people, I would have
thought, bUI hard 10 Implement}.

In MACFORMAT in April you wrote
that the demo of Firefall Ara1de on
the cover disk needed System 7,
2.8 Mb RAM free, and a 256-colour
display. Excellent, I said to myself,
my trusty old Le has all the neces­
sary requirements. w rong! Please.
please could you sta te in all re-

Wrong!
Anybody else?

Anyone else got any views about
w hat they'd like to see in svsrem
8 w hen it appears? Write to 'Wish
List "al the above address.

'Colonrist ' policy

Dreamlight Vertia / .0. Silly Slimen,
Click Hue!, spoa Jun kie /.1. Star·
Runn(r 1.2.
Graphics: Studio Craft
Utilities: Living [)(sklOp, Audio Clock.
Bela l Ah m ed
Newcast le-u pon-T yne

W('II Ju happy 10 includ( a 'help nudo
I'd' column in M,\CFORMAT'S Game·
busltrs section (which will return as
spac( permits. promise!) As for
favourite thareware lists: yes pltas(!
But insl(ad ofJUSI a list, how abouI
stnding us the programs tnemsetves. $0

wt' can add Ihem to our cover CDs?

• Lockable fl ies and/or docu­
ments wlth password protection
written in to the Syste m (similar
10 protection over a network).
• The ability to set the print
time of a documen t before the

This issue's News pages bring
you some early details of w hat
System 81s likel y to include. Bu t
w hat exact ly would Y"u like to
see featured in it, when it fi na lly
arrives? Regular MACFORMAT
correspondem ST Dobbs of Mar·
kee Harborough in Leicestershire
suggests:

Why not?
Why not ha ve a section which
would help people who are ha ving
trouble in computer games? Other
readers could send in solutions. (I
am stuck on level 10 of Prinaof
Persia - I don 't know what to do
after I have united w ith my mirror
image. There is nowhere 10 go.
Could you help me?)

Second, why not ask read ers to
send in the names of the bes t
shareware they come across, apart
fro m what is already in MAc·
FORMAT. so that you can check
them out and add them to the CD?
Here's my list:
Games: Quagmire. Frac, Ky(. Cyclone.

or even $(Jm(thing wilh no frills that
Y"U a1n run wilhout having 10 g(1a
RAM upgrad( first . Anybody (Ise Ihink
shartWar( isjusl second-rate stuff?S

tra nge facts of our time,
number 43: Stuart the
Publisher. whose grip on
the pu rse-strings used to

be legendary, has once again al­
lowed us to give away an exclusive
MACFORMATT-shlrt for every lette r
published this month I How much
longer can we keep him too busy
to do his sums? Write right nowl

Second-rate?
Loved the article about the huge
range of cheap software and share­
ware available [MACFORMAT issu e
121. But as you noted, although
basic spreadsheets and databases
are available, there is a real sho rt­
age 01 cheap word processors out
there. So il seems a bit churlish to
actually point this out, bUL er, why
bother with any of it? I mean, with
ClarisWork$ bu ndled free with a 101
01 new machines, or otherwise
ava ilable a t a street price of under
40 quid (if you know w here'lO
look). what's the po im of flogging
away with a 'text editor' package.
or a spreadsbeer which doesn 't
support multiple torus o r column
Widths? Sorry, folks, but the
game's changed, and poverty alone
is no longer a good enough excuse
for using (or recommending)
second-rate software.
Pa ul Mason
London W IO

Incredible but true: every letter
published wins a MACFORMAT T-shirt!
Write to 'Apple Talk' , MACFORMAT,

30 Monmouth Street, Bath BAt 2BW.

W('I'( Ih( first to acknowledg( th( mer­
ilS ofinltgrat(d 'Works ' packagts, but
even th()' don 't do (Vtrything. Share­
ware really amIts into its own whm
Y"u nu d a rptdalist apptication, or a
utility to paform some sptdfic function,

,
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Got somerhing to say? Write 10

M Il CFOIIMIl T at th~ address on the
opposite pag~,

Nor bad, Afew too many Es though,
Any othersu!Jjestions out there?

terceptor at that momw t, th~ crash
cauted the program togmerau afalst
report ofa 'Trojan Hors~' virus, Soour
virus-checking was OK, but our disk
duplicators' quality control wasn't.
Ap<JIOBi~sfo r any probl~mscaused.)

How about.. .
We're happy to set the record straight.

From: Alan Coul,
Amtech International,
Chrlstchurch, Dorset
The art icle ennued 'Memory
Magic' in the June edition of MAC­
FORM'" caught my eye and I would
like 10 ma ke a couple of obser­
vations about SuperDoubl~r.

I . With the advent of Superboubler.
AutoDoubler and CopyDoubler are no
longer available as stand-alone
products.
2, DiskDoubler (not AutoDoubler) is
available as a stand-a lone product ,

In add ition, your reviewer omit­
ted to cover the sarerv aspects 01
file compress ion. In th is respect the
Doubler products are second to
none. DiskDoubler and AuroDoubler
write a tem porary file to disk, veri ­
ly the da ta' s integrity and then
conclude the compression ope ra­
l ion. Any marginal speed degra­
dation is more than compensated
lor by the built-in safety features 01
the softwa re,

SuperDoubler

You asked for Mac-related 'tvplng
exercises' to replace 'the q uick
brown fox ' . How about these?
Macin t osh quiz pro ved ex-wife
Eve big killjoy,
Or even:
Very few judged plm box
Ma cint osh quick ly.
Philip No ble
Prestwtck, Ayrshire

Two more MAcfoRMAT
r-snet winners: B
Snajth ot Wakefield,
West Yorks (above) ,
and James Tumbull
01 Ed inbu rgh , Re­
member, you could
win aT-shirt ~ yo ur
postcard catches
our eye. So wten­
ever you wrhe or
enter acompetition,
thinkeyecatehillf/!

subjected to rigorous virus- checking. by
ourselves and our disk dupliroton>, and
areguaramud virus-free.

(Afew readen> have complained that
there was a virus on MACFO~MIl T'S Feb­
ruary rover disk, but there wasn't. The
problem was actuallya batch ofdefec­
tive disks which caused Macs tocrash. If
you were running the SAM virus in-

Contro l Panel sett ings and
what's connected to th e prin te r
and modem ports). You do this
by restarting while ho lding
do w n [command! toptio n ] PR
all atthe same lime, Most o f th e
time, Ruud says, this solves the
probl em , (In Sys tems before Sys­
tem 7, you zap the PRAM by
go ing to the Ap p le menu and
selecuug Co n t rol Panel w hile
ho ld ing dow n [co m m an d ]
[shiftl [option I ,)
• Ruud a lso asks: ' What is the
[full s te p ] button that 1 read
about in your magazin e?' Small
problem of translation, I' m
afraid , Ruud. You mig ht refer to
it as a 'p l' r iod' o r 'point' or
maylx: ' fu ll poin t ' , It's the key
nextto the com ma, an yway, It's
j ust th at it m igh t be even more
confusing if w e s im ply put 1.1,
(See what I mean?)

Viruses are nowhere near as common
on the Mat as some people fear, bur it is
wise not to be complacent. The major
virus·killing prOBrams are updated reg·
ularly to(Opt with new viruses as they
appear, and you really can't do better
than make sure you're running an up­
to- date version ofone ofthem ­
obtained from a reputable toura, of
course. MIlCFORMAT brings you new ver­
sions ofDisin lecrant as they are re­
leased, and wedownload them direct
from the respected Uniwn>iry ofMichi­
gan arcmve site. Our cover disks are

program tha t cou ld d ecompacr
th e MACFORM" T cover disk pro ­
g ram s s ing ly, because he didn 't
have eno ugh ha rd d isk space to
dearchive them all in o ne go,
David n vernt of Melton Mow ­
bray was th e first to reply Iha t
StujJ1t Lite w ill open the sett-ex­
tracnng archives on M" CFORMAT
cover d isks , But , he adds, you' ll
have to clear eno ug h space o n
yo ur hard d isk to insta ll it. Any­
w ay , really fu ll ha rd disks run
s lower. Thanks heaps, Dav id .
• Ruud aoer of Leiden in Ho l­
land has a solu tion 10 ' the flash­
in g q uest io n-mark d isaste r'
(w hen yo u start up and yo ur
Mac d isplays a pi cture of a di sk
w nh a quesuon-rnark. Instead of
the familia r 'smllev' Mac), w hat
yo u need to do is rese t yo ur
PRAM (parameter RAM - it
keeps track of the lime, va rio us

Paranoid?
After reading your soareware
Ieatu re in MACFORMAT 12. I am
convinced that Biplane is the
spreadsbeet 01 my d reams, But
whe re can I get hold of it safe ly? I I
yo u think for one second I'm plug­
ging into any network, you 're out
01 your mind. And how can I trust
the disks from maga1jnes? Mine is
a working machine, not a toy, I
leel comparatively safe load ing the
expensive software lrom big name
companies, bu t 1don't want my
Mac to gel even a slight snuffle, let
alone a fu ll-blo wn virus. I could try
'safer loading ', bUI I don't think
the d isks would work too well il
they' re wrapped in a condom.

OK, the re's Disinfectant and other
such programs, but. .. sorry to get
paranoid, what if that is the virus
carrie r? It's hardly going to point
an accusing plxcl a t Itself is it?
Mart yn King
Reading

find an expert to write about it),
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colour, It has taken HyptrCard a
long time to catch up,

1could understand the Mac
press pushing HyptrCard w hen lt
was bundled free wi th Macs, but
this hasn't been the case for some
time. A more balanced reviewing
policy b called lor - you wo uldn ' t
review QuarkXPm;s withou t refe r­
ring 10 PageMaker. for example, The
HyptrCard tutorials could refe r to
SuptrCard fro m time to time (the
languages are virtually the same
anyway).

Finally, the solut ion to the
H~rCard timer-upda ting problem
in issue I 1 is 10 loo k .11 a watch or
dock il you want to know the
time. This saves you having to use
H~rCard at all, Anyth ing else is
less than optimal.
Pete r Bake r
Whitehaven, Cum bria

This month's s.e/tdion of keyslrok£
ilwrlal/:s, tips and discowria . ,

• Rich Green of Birken head has
discovered that the re is more to
the Clean Up Window opuon in
system 7's Specia l menu than he
thought. If you se lect a view for
a window from the View menu,
such as View by Date, then
SC'ltcl View by Icon again, and
then hold down the [optton] key
and go 10 the Specia l men u,
Clean Up Window has changed
to Clean Up by Date , Th is en­
ables you to keep w indows tidy
by sontng them nOI o nly by
Name but a lso by Date, Label ,
Kind or Slze! Rich says tha t like
most things o n h is Mac, he d is ­
covered th is totally by accident . 1
know the feel ing w el l...
• Guy Sanso m as ked in April 's
M" CFORM AT if th ere w as any

HyperCard is inevuabty much more
widely used, but now that it's no long~r

bundled fret and there's a new im­
provtd version ofS uperCard (Set Nnvs
pages this issue) this rould start to
change. We'rehappy to cover Super­
Card if there 's a demand (and we can

8ipJanemay be Iovety 'n' cheap, but how can
you ensure the copy you download is 'clean'?

MAC ..OR.. ... T . ISSUE 111 . AU GUST UI94
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It's ironic, then, tha l this whoit:' mul tim ed~

th ing seems to ha ve passed righ t by the UK's
premiere dedicated event. That's becau se the M
thi ng is lu lly mainSl rl:'am now - every ma rkn
resea rch company worldwide is producing fig·
ures 10 show th at by the end of ' 9 5, 80"10 of aD
Pes shipping will include CD-ROMs and AV
capabili ties,

So that's w h y there werl:' only 70 exhlbilor
stands at the show, and a gla ring absence 01
anyone actually pushing thl:' frontiers in tltis
area , No sign 01 Appll:', IBM. Microsoft or
Philips. Multimedia simply doesn 't need its
own show, and ~Jlt:'riaUy nOI ,11 CIO a throw.
Nuff said.

But tucked away from the main event won.
for me ,11 any rate. the star 01 the show, MilOD­
media 's Dirrcror 4.0 for Windows . Now befOR
you sun t hinking 'Why is he going 10 Wl
about thl:' dreaded W word in MACfORMAT?',1n
ml:' I:'xplain lhat this is good nt:'WS for Mac own­
ers. Up to a poim . The reason being tha l tbe

Mainstream multimedia

Fancy diId*'lI your IIlOUSe 100 using your fingefs insteIll?
Of hoW about d/'aIWlO directly 00 10 yourMIc's smen?
Well. now n'spossible With TouchMate - an inQeOiOuS linlt
UlIiI Which sits under youf mon~Ol100 turns' Into. toueft
senslti'o'e displaywithout the need !of an oYeItay. But how
does n\VOlt? Well now,llIal'd be teninO.wouldn' If?

Court, which came too tare to get a ment ion io
last month' s multimedia special issue. I've betft
going 10 this event since 1989, when M uhime­
dia was the big M-word which no one would
use for fear of bei ng laughed 0111. Now, it's as ff
everyone really always believed in il all along
and 'Told You So ' overlays colour every pub
conversa tion about computing everyw here.

bener one JUSt a round lhe corner.
Lud::ily, these days it's nO{ that CUI and dried

any more. There 's a lways the upgrade pa th to
fa ll bad:: on; and in most cases this works fi ne
stnce the bigg~1 inv~tment anyone's likely to
make i5 in seftware - and if you add the COStS
of tha t to those of a monitor, keyboard, mouse
and prin ter Ihat' U all work wil h any Mac,
you're jusl Jell wi th replacing your logic board
or adding an upgrade card.

Still w hen . see Quadra 660AVs on sale for
£899. I begin to wonder why on ea rth I ever
bothered buying an LC 475 fo r £799 in March ,
It's as if I already need to upgrade to Iknrfit of
Hinds.is ht 1'2.0 - Result: ) months. wlth optiona l
day-by-day depreciation countdown on my
plummetnng Investment. vep. one can only be
philosophical in these mauers and conclude it's
JU St as well that Apple doesn 't manufacture
ca rs, h i-fi and houses.

Anyway. this is all a round about way of say­
ing I'm selling the 4 75 an d
looking int o lea sing an 840AV
in the nex t couple of mont hs.
This machine j ust has to be a
bargain , because it's going to be
ditched soon. when th e Power-
Mac AVs come on line. ASsuch.
it'll be d iscounted 10 a round
C2.000 or less. which over th ree
yea rs works out at around C70
a month. NoW, I've JUS t gOI to
be able to make £70 a mont h
back from it - and even if I
don 't, it's fully tax deductible,
so w hat 's the d ifference?

OK, so ir'll be worth sod-all
in th ree years, but by then Iknrfit
of Hindsight 1'3,0 will include 'Smug
mode' with 'To ld you so' overlays

and ' j eea, J USt Look At How
You ReDeployed That Capita l
Outlay. Andy' tem plates for ex­
pon to Exrtl. And I'U ha ve
bought a 150MH:I; PowerPC 620
logic board upgrade by then,
anyhow. Bmt/il of Fornight,

more like.
Which was something es­

t inctly lacking from this year's
MultilllC'dia Show at Earls

,
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Andy Storer reflects on mnltimedia's mainstream
status, discovers an amazing CO·ROM title and
ponders on t he beneflts of hindsight...

L
er's hope there's some: emerpnsing
young shareware author out there
reading thls, because rve juSt thought
of a neat commission he might like to

undertake. iers give the Unit Apple Menu ulil­
i ty I have in mind a name - In's a.1I it Bm~l of
H;1II1siaht. It's simple really: all I1 asks is lor you
10 in put the cost o f a Mac model you wish 10
buy; the n il Idls you j ust how long you'll have­
to wail 10 buy il a t iess tha n half tmn amoum.
Bm~1 of Hindsishl would be easy 10 program
because rhere'd only be one result. Silt months.
Ask any cennts 610, le III or Le 475 own er.
Then ask someone who's bought a 660AV a
year ago w hat they think of prices now as low
as £899 1or their prime purchase .

You see, the re's an old adage in comput ing
which goes something a long the lines of 'don' ,
put olf buying tomorrow what you can make
money from today'. It ge ts d ressed up a little
with references to words like 'depreoanon'.
'relU rn' and 'tnvesrmem',
but basica lly th e message is
the same: buy the best you
can afford righ t now. be­
cau se the re will always be a



OK, OK, I JdmlI tt's i'I Gent.-. n ifs. W.idows ...... tSIlOC. but the poD I'm tryDJ to maIle
iscllllt lhe Mer; 5hould hM stuff lib .. .., 't He for It_lower prUs. FAST's"'SI'ulio.
'IIfldI is_.., i Hewilh dlred-w4sk MPEG eompressIOII of IuI sereen, fill motion video,
eosb cny£400, , on tilt PC. TltIR Is no Mer; 'I'ef1ion. AII .... t CIIl stiI drain .

launch of Dirtetor for Wind~ means tha t o n
the one hand the lea ding mult imedia au thortng
application is now fully cross-platform. which
means that applica tions and games designed o n
a PC using Direaor a re now bina ry compat ible,
So multimedia uues developed o n a PC can be
easily ported to the Mac wtrhoc r m uch more
don than il lakes 10 click a ecuon.

On the o the r hand, mere's a cenam double­
edge 10 this convergence, Thc launch of D4W
also heralds the lasl of the grea t Mac applica ­
tions to migrate 10 Windows - all, tha t is. ex­
ct'PIlOr HypaCilrd. And w hlle erere'n always be
a number of reasons why thc Mac will remain
IItt best, stale 0 1 thc an software will no longer
bl: one of them. Funny rtally, how Apple has
a~}'S been et the ford ront of m ultimedia, yet
has lailed 10 ca pitalise on It, Maybe It should
have licensed sysrem 7 10 thc Taiwanese: d one
manufoK'lurers years ago, Maybe It should have
Iicmstd Intel chips for use: in Ma d ntO'ihes.
Maybe it should have dumped us Nu Bus arctn­
tmurt and switched to ~ PC standa rd bus.
llmefi t 01 hindsighl again, because a t Ih is
~ar's Multimedia show there was ha rdly a
Mac in evidence,

What was in abundance. tho ugh. were
hordes 01 MPEG cards lo r PCs, MPEG, a digilal
vidc'o ccmpresston standard agreed by th e
muhinationa L multicorporal~ MOlion Pictu re
EqJerts Group, is the kcy to the kind of real
multimedia we all want on our machines , In a
nutshell something approaching interactive
Ickvision. What MPEG brings is the techno logy
10 squeeze: fu ll monon, fu ll v ideo sequences
down 10 as much as a 120th of their original
storage requirement. Then decompress it. and
pump it hack to your Mac' s screen in real time.
I'm sure you don't need me to tell you what
this implies; suffice to say, I'm lcoklng forward
to Tmninator J [n'rractive o n my Mac in the
next couple of years.

One company making serious inroads im o
this territory is FAST, pu rveyor of the Movie
Machine boa rd, a video d tgltlse r and TV tuner.
FAST, on 071 22 1 8024, is now offering its M­
lPEG option add -o n boa rd which enables users
10 captu re full screen full motion video a t 25

tt may~ arriYed too late to make tt Into last
month's round·up of top ten multunedillllles,
but TIM Residents fruk Showwoukl Pfobably
~ made numbef one. tt's J seriousfy straJlOl!

trip into the dart¥~ at post·acid
psydledeliJ. but should nevertheless be hefJlded

as lite best MIc CD-ROM 10 date.

frames a second dirtct 10 hard disk. sequences
a rc displayed in real time, and in true colour. In
scalable windows. Th~ price? - a mere £399,
and that includes Adobe Pmninyl Only one
problem though: no Mac version is planned ­
the equivalen t on our pla tform would knod:
you back £4,500. In th is a rca at least, all those
' M.aybes' above about Apple a rc beginning to
sound like 'U Onlys' , At least there will be
MPEG boards fo r Macs la te r Ih is yeu, Iho ugh ­
Radiu s is readying one - bu t you can bet they
won't come in a t u nde r £400.

SlilI, I don't want to give you the rmpresnon
that the Mac's being dumped - far from it. One
of the best items I came across at th e show was
To uchMate from Ellinor o n 0 7)4 3 11066 - a
product tha t's hitherto only been available on
PC. This is a rorce sensi ng platform whIch sits
under any Mac m onitor up 10 2 1 inches In size,
and enables you to d rive apphca tlons simply by
touching the screen with yo ur fi nger. rnge­
nlously. you don't need any screen overlay to
achieve th is, so how on earth does it work?
Well, magic may be the best explanation, but
Elllnor's enginee rs assure me th al th e unit can

detect extremely minor
variat io ns in the pitch ,
yaw and roll move­
ments of the monitor
positioned above, so it
can work out preoselv
where you're applying
pressure. 11 this weren ' t
enough, it can even be
set up to em ulate a
waccm-style pressure­
sensitive tablet. mean­
ing you should be able
to draw direct ly o n
screen. Whether this
means there'Il be a
whole new market fo r
monitor stands which
nip your screen over on
its back remains 10 be
seen, but meanwhile I
can S« To uchMate
opening up Mac-based
poin t of sale and infor­
mation kiosks in evcry

shopping mall in Christendom.
Finally, th is month rve just returned from

the weird and wacky world of TM Rzsidmu
Frtak Show. This new CD· ROM. ava ilable fro m
sonnneo n 08 1 401 1234 for £69, would have
easily made il in to last mo nth's lop ten multi ­
media lil ies. As wi th so many good releases, it's
a Macromedia Dirmcr produaion and I guess
it's probably the mcsr accomplished m ult imtdia
nne I've vetto S«.

This has noth ing to do with Tht Rmdrnts'
peculiarly umqee m usic - perhaps best con '
signed to the asylum of experimental acid
cas ualties - bu t has everything 10 do with the
seemtess integra tion of 30 gr.lphics and atmos­
phere , For the firs t lime ever, 1 can ad mil to
actually being sca red while using my Mac.

Interactive horror
This occurred while [ was exploring the dark
recesses of Herrnan the Human Mole's trailer
caravan, expecneg to have a hideously de­
formed full-screen face pushed into mine. It
never happened. but it might have done, and
tha t was sufficiem . In fact. it might still happen,
becau se [ got the sneaking feel ing there's whole
bunches of code in this creepy CD just waiting
to leap out at you. As it is, there a re areas in
the fairground freak show which you're nOI
mea nt to explo re, but can, given perseverance.

It a ll adds up 10 someth ing fa st approaching
in te ractive horror - a kind of Trxas Chain Saw
Massacrt Mu rs Myst directed by David Lynch.
with the added bonus of true weirdness, only
to be found amo ng the more psychotic ele ­
ments of US culture . And since I've already
to uched o n in teractive TV, may 1just add that
In Ihls respect Twin Peaks has a ll the consmuem
elements 10 make a perfect Mac ccnverstcn.

Seriously, though. Fnak Show is brilliam ­
heaven only knows the number 01 man hours
that went in to its p roduction. I1 has phOIOS,
comics. videos and animations in abu ndance,
and is probably the best showcase 0 1 w here this
medium is heading. Sure, u-s wacko - Wanda
the Worm Woman. Harry the Head and Je lly
Jack aren't exactly the kind of people you 'd ex­
pe-ct to be among the firsl colonists of the new
media frontie r - bUI then. by implication. ares­
lie advance usua lly is unconventional. So dlm
it o u t - it 's well wonh the admission and is a
grea. t way to Impress your Irtends with your
benefit o f fo rcsight. ..A-(y.n-
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MONITORS

ACCELERATORS

....pplc 14" Monitor (frlnilrrJ1l) 1219
Ap ple 17" Monitor (TnflilrrJ1l) £675
Noki,l 17" Moni tor (Trllli/ro1l) .£649
Formac 20" Mo n itor (7h'.,i/ro1l) ... .. . £ 139')
Radius 20" IOICll ico lo ur (u"ilh PRO 24.r) .. , £249')
..hmps 20" 20 10 Brill iance .. . .. .£975
I'hilips 2 1" 2 120 nriHiancc 1 149')

SoftWindows CAU.
Po....c:rPC6 IooI608I 160 1lB;
Powcrl'C 6 100160 81250 c o _ 1l'ii9
PowcrPC 7 100166 81250 . 11959
Powcrl'C 7 100166 81250 c o .. 12129
Powcrl'C 7 100166 81250 CD AV 1l6'J9
Powcrl'C 8 100/80 I6!SOO CO . .£3699
Powcrec 8 100/80 nvi ooo CD . £4m
Powcrf'C 8 100/80 1(,/ 500 CO AV . 13ns

Tbe J'oo'erl'Ccan run boIb currel/I .lfaci,,'osb
trod fB." PC softu'are (usi"g Soft"illdou·s) .

CAllfor tJ4l'lce OH IIH rigbl moUt or,)'011

MATHS CO·PltOCISSOIlS
LCJ1.CIVPerfomu 400JCJassic 11
Ihi/Colour CI;lSSic ,.. .. .
LCIIVPerfonna 450 _
Il vx/Ouo/P~r(omu 600
l£/J'l::rfomu 475 ("'u ll 68040j

, VIDlO RAM2'i6K VRAM ... .. .. ..
am.QltwrQamr;, ,...f.._ 456.
CmJns. o-Jm tmd Ibcm'C 71(0)
5 12K \/RAM . . ,....
(I£. U1J. ft.pWWl4«Y600.
,,~ Duo.IbtwPC81(0)

U:>.m s 16MUz (SF/(1assic)
Ham s 25MHz (SF/Oas:sic)
f onn:>.c Pro 33 (l£/LaVPf.>jOl1lW4(0)
soensc Pro 50 wilh FPU (LaJJ)
OiimoCache SOMHz & with FPU _.. _ c.w.I&l.:dianaIcnlr-.,_••_ :are.e::....eloFUd'- I
....aIbianIen. M: lIS "'" CU' Ira! doo....... pn:oL:tguidL

TOMS ....d COHDrOONS
.....~ -we VAJ cnl eW.y.~ .....ord.by 't1Y.,

~McMr«wd . ""*'"'"~ or d.p..e (poygbI. 10

Mrtc* Lid.1Pnm wbieet Iod.ongt witIw .... 0II.n
"'llIa ""., AI... ..bud...*' l~ I HO.t

.<l IS

''I'!...,
.""' !09
..09
.tU;
cw.
£I .!O
£ 170
.<llO

... CAll.

,"/ Ext
£110 0 .. £IKS
£119 £U 4
£199 .t..l74
CAlJ CAll.
£329 £404
£S.~ .£60;

c....u

HARD ORIVlS Wf,m m ly
BOMB (Qwlllum) 1
170MB (QlIdlllum) l
270MB({JlIt1nlllm) 2
330MB(SaIga/I'J.tIaxlcr) l
S25.\tB ... ... ;
r.oca (FlljilsWMiarjJoUJ) .. . s
1.7. 2.0. j.OGB ... ;
SYQUEST (ine. 00es. Soj/mrr • I CilrfntJgf)
44MB 2 £225
88,\1B l £345
I(}5M8 .. 0 I eAU
OPTlCAL/CD-ROM (/JIG ' an1rItlt:r ()l' GMiJrj
118.\tB .. 0 l CAll £599
l.3GB l CAll £169l)
Apple CD-ROM 300 .. 1 CAll £12)

DAT(mdudtHJlbltl mrJ 11ilpt)
f ull noge from 2·16GB

Nolo;i:>. Ir MonilOl' (Trilfill'OflJ ...... ... .£64')
..IIacAful«ooru .... ... £ 155
24bitNubusardb' !3"f14"_it<>r5 •. • £9'1

Mal:roIMdia Dirraor :U 5dlu lr £575

1.jGB Optical Dri>l: £ 169'1

525MB HanI Olh c (1" lenflII) £32'J
128.\18 Optical Dri'l: ... 5 cartridges ..• £59'1

SPECIALS

STORAGE

."

.;g
....
e-n
.£10­
.£lIS
£4.,
.till
£llO
cw.ilI-,

"'IS
£575

" 'I'!.ur,
ou

UpgradingyourMacintoshhas never been easier. ..
As the kading UK supplier or /lbcinlosh memory and
enhancement products M)'gate Computing is conmmed to

providing the best upgrade solutions in lne lI'105t COSt
effecth't manner.
-£.

Apple Authorised Reseller

BEST PRICES FOR MEMORY

Macintosh

CABLES . CONSUMABLES • ETHERNET

Microlc k Sc2om:>.kcr 11 (. I'IJooiIq /L)
UMAX UC630 ' . I'6oIoIbqJ /LJ
UMAX PowcrLool: (rJtdudttfidl f'tOOrbtfl......)
III' Sc:.u\/cl flex (f1Id.~)

Epwo GT·6S00 (.~/LJ

"". """'" ,.. 00: TOIltl"1D'~ .tl'-lfr1~

ApplrTalklPtKNltloa lJts ",. "",- "" 44MMl8.\IBsw-st 0I:sks ..-
Le kl \"G.\ .~ClII* ",. SCSll'oooulloolri; ClII* "'" I!&\IB 0p00I Di5ks ..-
""" .......- .... Dek.ri!n" BI..-O:~ 1!UG 1.2GB 0pliaI 0Dk.<i ""A08 (.....-<Qll,) Mouse 1\.0 Dek....,OOl.OCRUiU. "'" ElhetM anIs I.CI'Il1M ....
ID-1lOM E'w1 CaddIts "'. Sl!k.riIrt 11I1 InkUi uidp;e liS- ElIlet.I (A..u:\l Tl'Ill'ioC'rMl" mm

PRINTERS
HP Ik sk Wri tcr .H O
1-11' Ik sk Writc r 520
HP Ik sk Writc r ssoc
HP lasc:rjcl 41.1 & 4MI'
Il l' l.ascr}c l 4M PI.US ( l2ppml
n Mic rol.:tscr PR0600
Applt tascrwr ncr Sc: lcCI 360

We will endeavour '0 match any genuinely advertised price for Macintosh memory

SCANNERS

Le47; 81160 (Hu",. ) IBI1}
Q W<.Ira 6 10 4/ 160 .£8'}9

Q W<.In6S04/ IGo £119')
Q u;uJra 840AV 8/500 CD CAll.
Qladra 9SO 16/ 1000 £,S Ill')
Powel'ik:J<H,; 5204/ 160 I.lm
Powerllook 54QC 4/ 160 £ 1899
PowcrBool,; 540<: 4/ 320 .tj()')9
l'owerBook I 8O<: 4/ 160 (II'l1b modem) CAll
Duo 250 4/ 200 £ 1.H 5
Duo 280<: 121.' 20 (n Ib flUXkm) .ur5

Ph.>4Sf! Cll Uf o r flH)' co'tf1x,u 'utlml

DUKTOP SYSTEMS
IM 8 (JtllmJ
2MB f)qJitrJ
4M B (3tlJrn)
16M 8 (.J4'In} .
4MB LQIV~7~1t».tlPC

8.\18 lDlJf.f7~lt.wtlP(:

1 6.\1B LOJJ/4 7~

4M8 £Wch~1

B!>t8 0r-Jm~1'

16 !>t 8 ;_""""",_/;;.~...' ""~'"32M8 "
PIe(l$r eaU/ o r lutest p rices

Unit 11,SouthbrookIndustrial Estate,Southbrook Road, Lee, LondonSE128LG



Mitsul, the creator 01 the 'lace' imageopposrte, isclearly I
maste r 01the ml~ed-media collage. This is 'Chinatown·.

and the ll'markable Iandsc..pc gcne....lIor
V'lStilP'ro (page 50 _ and you can try it for your­
self wit h our cover disk demo). Then we'll even
give you the chance to win your own A4
DrawingSlate graphics tablet from CaIComp,
wonh £580 (page 52)1 SO what a re you wailing
fo r? The art starts over the page...

------,

'let 1Gng' , by awl FtiIips, deaIIY' demonstlIles 1lle oersatiIify 01 PlmWIIilIt its woodWl Md airbrush
ell«U.. AI 0I1Ile~ on lIM5~ .-e reprocIuced IIilIt 1lle UJd pi!illissU. 0Il..ftmel SOftware.
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Join us as MAO'ORMAT brushes up on the Chip Art
movement.. . Art doesn't come much finer!

P
arm is passe, canvas is fo r kids and
[um... ) berets all' o ld hat. The state­
of-the-a rt aniSI uses a Macin tosh and
has a danling range of powerful

graphics scnware 10 cnoose from. Whether you
want to crea te a watercolour on-screen or
make a scanned image look like it's under­
water. the Mac's your machine. In this massive
19·page MACFORMAT special feature we' ll show
you some of the work ~ing done by artists
using Macs, induding some young members of
th e British Compute r ArtS Association (page
J O); we'll e"plain how to achieve a realistic
watercolour effect, no maner which an pro­
gram you've got (page 32); we'll survey the
whole range of graphics programs for your rna ­
chine (page 36); we'll int roduce you to the tOP
graphics tablets, those ingenious devices that
make creating art on your Mac as natu ral as
drawing on a piece of paper (page 40 ); and
we'll explore some of the very latest art soft·
wa re. including Fractal Design's Dabblrr (page
46), Microsoft 's versatile Finr Artisr (page 48)

TIiis untillecl montage~ was produeed by!he talented
Illd~ respected Illustrator Glenn Mitsul.

1lII is'One Rar. Fat FiI'Ir'Pt $pCi,IM' byGary FClart-this
....~ craM is rtalty taking on.

s.yon, lhe Proles:sor 01 Cornpulef GrapIIIcs at IlIoomsbuly lJriYersity in
P ;10., _lhe lort:e blNId Ihis plece:.."". A~ Fw ADiydrum'.



ThiS Painter-produced image (which, likeall thelourart pieces shown in this top strip, is
reproduced herecourtesy 01 Letrasetl was created by Chelsea Sammel and is ent~led 'Poppy' .

I

'Plate6' started liteas atraditional-media painting,befoo
being scanned into the Mac for mrrner wOrk.

M
arlin a lso has a fi ne arts back ­
gro und, w ith a BA(Hons) from
Manches te r. and h is ' Plate 6'

actually st a rted life as a I>ain ting. The tex­
ture and relief effects were created by difTrr·
en t la yers of paint - acrylic, o il and other
trad itional med ia. Then the painting was
brough t on 10 a Mac using a 300dpi Mit­
subts h! Ilatbed scanner.

Mart in uses a range of software - Photo­
shop, Painter, 'eve n CorelDruw on a bad dav­
10 manipula te the scanned image. for exam­
p ie to a lte r co lours and adj us t brightness.
tone and hue, The fin ished print is <IS much
a comp uter-genera ted image as a reproduc-

com puters - almost exclusively Macs. of course
- 10 create art you can ha ng on your wall. This
involves prints, usually colour thermal ima ges
or large bubblejet printouts from bureaus. yet
their techniques are as varied as thei r styles...

crea tiv ity right from th e s tart:
S he se lected a norma l paper background

and used a large fe lt pen brush in broad,
ges tura! stro kes, coveri ng the whole screen.
No 30 p rogra m w as used - she go t the ef­
feci of depth in the picture s imp ly by re­
peated st rokes w ith the fe lt pen : th e more
you go over it, the dark er it gets. Because
the co lour is a very brtghr red. Sarah says.

' it g ives th e impression rhar rhere's
light in there, even on paper: The
green hi llock in the foreground
was then added with Painter's air­
brush, and th e midground and
other ekments with the prog ram's
cha lk effect. She used the ' water
b ru sh ' effect over cha lk 10 crea te
the very credib le sha dow.

'The prob lem I've had: Sarah
says, ' is w hen you go 10 ha ve
th in gs p rinted OUI. Some people in
bureaus say that the programmers
are s tup id pUlling all these Pantone
co lou rs in, which can neve r be re ­

produced..: However, this
p rint was done using a simple
colour bubblejer. and Sarah
says she 's quite pleased with
the res ult , even though it's per­
haps not as accurate as she
wou ld have liked. In the fu ­
ture, she says, she'd like to Iry
work in g w uh colour trans­
paren cies on a ligh tbox to re­
p roduce for th e viewer the ef­
feci of looking at the image as
you would on-screen.

S
arah's background is in fine art - she
has a BA in Fine Art from Nottingham
Poly and an M A in prtmmaktng from

Ihe Royal College of Art. Bein g new to the
Mac, she feared at Iits t tha t she'd betnhtb­
lted" but, she says, ' I've actually been rea lly
reall y liberated. Il's like s ilti ng in fro nt of
your TV look ing into a lin k 30 world Ihal
you can JUSt crea te, with unlimi ted co lours

an d textu res: Sarah used Prac­
lal Design's Painur to create ' In­
side O ut' and got th e des ired
effects by experimenting. ' I
found my own way around:
she sa ys. ' I d id n't have anybody
brea thing over m y shoulder,
baffling me wi th possibi lities
that 1 th in k would 've killed

Sarah achieved the effects she wanted tor
'Inslde Out' through experimeotaton

MAC FOR.....T . t SSU E 15 . A UGU ST 1994
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The Art of the Matter
M

ent ion computer art and most
people think of computer-game
backgrounds or animatlons. The
British Computer Arts Associat ion.

however. is a group of young artists who use



The microcosm of pebbles and the macrocosm 01boo lden are
juxtaposed. as are avariety 01 media.

lsed shapes in nature: Carinna exp lains,
' and how a very small piece of stone could
actua lly m im ic its larger coumerpan.'

The next s tage was to prin t out the image
on a stvlewrner. This produced 'quite a
nice sharp image' , Carinna says, which
cou ld be used to prod uce a photo-stencil for
s ilk-scree n print ing in several co lours. Then

~",m on top of the s ilk-screen print
came a lithograp h, done the
traditional way (the image is
drawn w ith greasy crayon on a
piece of flat stone - w hen you
prin t the lit hog raph, the ink
won't 'take' on the greasy bits).

The fini shed prin t refl ect s
this uniq ue m ix of media. The
foreg round area is a com puter­
enhanced image, and so is the
area at the lOP - though you
can't rea lly see unless you look
very close ly, Carlnna te lls us,

because there are parts of d ra w n im ­
ages over the top and even to rn -up
paper that she used to get broad areas
of fla t colour. The image Is landscape­
based. but the li thograph's chalky,
'organic' effect contrasts with the
'mechanised' look int roduced b y the
computer. There is a lso a hi nt of the
linear quali ty of maps. The print is
done on hand-made Indian paper,
not com puter paper, the idea bein g to
combine the hand-made, the mecha­
nised and the hand -d rawn -'a sort of
juxtapos ition of lots of contrasting
factors: says Carlnna.

This is Fred Gillaspy's 'secuerecs de Santa Fe'. His recent exculSHms into computer-based art
nicety complements his knowledge 01 trad~ioaal photo lithographs and serig raphs.

C
artena, w ho is studying at the Lon­
don Ins titute, goes ev en fun her in
combining computer art with trad i­

tional printmaklng media. ' Collect ing
Stones at Askrigg ' began with her drawings
of some small pieces of rock from na ture,
w hich she scanned In. She then took the
scans and mani pulated them on the Mac,
add ing el ements d raw n free hand
wi th the mouse and enlarging
some parts to achieve the plxel­
tared effect tha t Is associated
w ith com put er-generated an .

The enlarged images become
more like abstract shapes and
have a mechanised look, but
they' re st ill rel ated to the origi­
na l organic forms. ' I was very in­
te rested in the Idea of chaos and
the re producibili ty of standard -

nonof something
d one outs ide,
Man in says, and
he spends at least
as much time in
using the com­
puter as in 'play­
ing around w ith
d ifferem media to
start w ith ', if no t
more. In the case
of ' Plate 6', he has
ta ken a lot of the

rolour out. 'The green hue and the overall
torn' give it a sense of something organic:
~ says, 'rather than something created in­
side a cold computer environment.' Manin
used I'kotoskop's 'J;m boss' effect to heighten
tht texture, and then added some extra er­
fects, such as scanning in his own signature
and using that as part of th e mai n motif in
tht work. However, he is rel uctan t to reveal
more for fear of get ting into ta lk of 'parod y
md signs and what thi ngs connote.' Manin
sees computer art as being the real modem
m, as opposed to art tha t concerns itse lf
purely with ideas, concepts an d semiotics .

The print was done on a Milsubishi
thermal printer, because, as Manin says: ' I
like the fact that it leaves the plxellation in
the work because then it' s clear to the view­
er that it's a comput er prin t - but at the
same time, it's not. It's b lurring the bound­
lrY between using trad itional media and
using computers, looking to the future and
the past at the same tim e:

Over to you
Think you could do as well? MA CFORMAT
would like to see your Mac-generated art ­
work for futu re fea tures. In clude full details
of w hat software you used and what you
did, w ith p lenty of screenshots of the Inter-

mediate steps and, of course, the fi nal file.
Send your masterpieces (on d isk) to;
Art Attack, MACFORMAT, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath BA l 2BW.
Note that we can't be responsibl e for any­
thing lost o r damaged in the post, and we
can't re turn any subm issions unless you in­
clude an SAE w ith adequate pos tage.

MAC"ORMA T . I o;o;u o; 1 5 . AUG Uo;T 11194
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The root _ iswashed OYerOf aed WI1tl grey,..
the tile jlilkm is.., IISWlll filii ¥w:I Rntrtl. 10"

the par*llne$. Wn;kJws can be drlwn n ~. an.
"'~ed .~ Ille died isbeller it u:n 0I'e is_
in , sIighltr lIiIlerenl W¥1 The Iicade~ IS dQwll.,.
opaque ,ed lISlIlll Runi. , ¥Id Ihell~ WIlh 11
paler rtd WIltI, sotI~ Of~ bfusII.

_ ..c,

The~ can be swted eIl/IIl' IS' QUd; rougIl cl
the~ bodies 01 coIw' IntO"'" )'OIlcan Ihen

WOIt deIii. Of IS , rOlJllh, 1IlId-1OlIt 5kelcII ""*ft )'011 can
!hen~ _ (n IIlIderI WCh tilt ITIWI washes 01 coIouf
¥Id deQiI$.. The IaIIer rnedlOCl_ dlosen heR. The stelcIl
can eIhef be (n:l!edtr~ or by Il$lIlg t Id pen 50 tract
an 0fIlIINI phoIognp/l on 10 t/1IllSp¥eM In.

JuslIO delilOhlitl'lJi IIlIl walttCOlour-8le IffIttS can be
~ted .. "'I~ prooram._ 01 the lust ...
elJdo=ed - SluOItJII- wa:sdlosen tor this lulOoII."om ItS
_, you can IIIIh1t "5 I-bd. so 0IItf 256 coklurs are
~ 5 ..... Ne\el1llIIess. soli tcIged -'3 can be made
~. it you $lIC:ll wllh lht detM P*Ctt

Getting
your

feet wet

•

L
ook beyond ns twee rep uta tion, and
you 'll fi nd that watercolour is actually
the IllOSt sponta neo us, expressive
medium available 10 arti sts, capable of

de licate shades and translucent nuances as well
as broad and atmospheric sweeping strokes.
The range of marks that ca ll be made with
watercolour extends far beyond those of most
ot he r media . This is because in addition lO the
variable qualities of brush and pain t l001s. the

In this, the second instalment of our series on
Natural Media paint effects, Brian Larkman dons
his wetsult and dives into watercolour.
wetness of the paper is also an rmponam medi ­
um. Painting wet-on-wet. working from dry 10

wet areas of the pa pe r aCTQSS the boundary,
and timing your work ID suit the degree of we t­

ness achieved by the drying

Pamlu2.0 (here with the X2 txlensiollll
is Dmosl the ideal Pf1lll~ !of NatulII
MedilI waterc:oloul effects. The Itsl ...
shoWn here represeI1l jUsll SITIII
sdecbon 01 the etIeets availlblt;
wet~ edge lIartemllO (pooing).
p.IIflliIIg 0YeI1 dried area with
trJrlSl)artney, and with ditfusiDn.

n. irralII_,..*dy fIom 1 pIloIogrIplI.. TIll 0IIlIinI was ""*lOid in blId: IiIsl:
on I dry praoI, Ihen the __ 01 eoku __ was/lId III USlllg VInOUS wet Illll dry dfeds.
1f)'llU IIS8 1 smaI~ p,nr, . ..taw lc:ons *Ill 10 duUIr,our ween. but I smc*
IlIy pq$5" clear your _"'0;1,IIIwlIl odtllle illdMcIuIIlAr oil' brvsII icons..
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colour·style results, bu t only at the ' post-p ro­
d uction' slage - tha t is. by using the available
c:diting tools to plll'CnS the image so tha t it
looks as though it were painted wi th water­
colour brushes.

Only PilinleT. SQtdleT. PixelPaillt1'ro, Sludio J 2
and SludiD 8 - in descending orde r of effective­
ness - provide tools designed to make water­
colour- like marks from the sran. Surprisingly,
r rac ut Design's new junior PilinleT. Dllbb/eT. has
no true watercolour effect. Instead il relies on
adding water to marks made wi th penal, cra y­
o n, chalk. and so on. to achieve a watercolour
effect. A more transpa rent version of one of the
oil painting brushes would ha ve been ve ry use­
ful, even if a true 'we t surface' ellect cou ld not
be: included in th is cut-down version. Aldu s'
Gal/t T)' Efftrts and Xaos Tools' Paint Alcht my
bot h enable you to apply excellent 'post-pro ­
duction ' wate rcolour effects 10 selected areas
with cont rollable parameters. With some work.
Pholoshop's built-in filt ers and Kill 'S Pllwtr Tools
also ma ke a reasonable job.

Let's have a look a t wha t you can do what in
more deta il. At the momen!. the ultimate
wat ercolourist is Pai1lttr 1.0. What makes it

lMrlI. "" \IIic:ll etled: shoukI kX:* QI.riIe good tJot tIMs
SIalle Delaib ollhe \lOI'dI, doof and WII dows CIIl now

be acldId owrlhe wash. 1ll! dart lines wtIdl are !WdtId 10
~ lhe Idges'- to be produced ~ tllis program will a
plain, non-anti-aliased, slngIe pgel penci. Atine, are­
aIiased 'pen'~,Ilollle... be muctI betterf

Tum the P'llIl b SleIlS 6, I n 8.

chine which can provide all o f these featu res.
bu t the established Natura l Media (NM) pack ­
ages do come quite dose - espedatly Fractal
Design's Pilill leT 2,0, Most of the other programs
detailed here can be made to recrea te water-

I'IQIPaintf'ro provides several Natural Media tools and
effects, such as PixelPaper to give a true textured draWing
feel , and a soli-edged brush wlliCh interacts with ttle
underlying paint. Overall, the progra mused here (version
2.0) Is rattlel old fashioned: it'smore 01 a traditional b~map
pai nt package. Anew version (3 .0l is now available In the
USA. let's hope ~'s released here soonl

, The bridllllltem is~edWllflIIl opaque cobJr
IISll\lI lIatnl iII, Fof speed, a small area can~~

as a pattern IIllI fkl~ the bridl wash, Qimll a rI(IlAr
efIeclllul~ WIth a *QlelcobJr brush ... brtal\
tIMs Ul', ThIs 'post prodlletCWl' 0YefllIIllI~ IS ISSelWIIn
non-~Medil programs. WlIlla ttecent wet~ brush
etIect. hollletel,lhe brides~ be paIlI1ed In one 5Qge.

,. bncl arm If. was/lIId __ with a Ilnl. A IarQIISh
~ bf\ISIl wouIcl be best 10 grwSOll'IIleXluIt•

.....QII be '$!idly' on __ IT\IdWIe$ so I .,btush
• III ~ l1li of IIIf "lllJl otJku IS sulIidenL~ 1he
"1IaMlI' (WIIfllhe Iefl 01 rig/rl_110 Wltrodual
..... pidIlg IqeJlNS The~ brit:t
~.G;le(I ~

= I1 simul.uing na tu ral wate rcolour poointing,
you need 10 unde rstand uacdy what son of
mm IM real thing an produce. (5« the
'WII,rm!our - the rea l thing' box ~low. 1

SulllJJlinB it up sim ply. though. watercolour
Ifdmiquc involves spontanei ty. acddem and
rootrol to create an a lmost in fi nite range of in ­
ltInl:ing textures, plus transparent washes of
Iinl to establish harmonies of tone, The ques­
tion is. can any computer pain t program come
c\o:w:o 10 emu lating this va riety o f cffect?

It is control of wetness tha t rully d tstjn ­
lPIimn the marks made with watercolo ur. tee­
aUy then, 10 sim ula te it properly. the software
mUR provide a 'we r coffcet w hich ope ra tes over
a wide area. but which can be given limited
boundaries - Oil bit like Oil mask. You m ust be
able 10 control the degree of wetness. and
preferably be able to vary it ove r the ' wet' area.
The 'paper should be te xt ured to some degree
- and once again , you sho uld be able to cont rol
the amount and type of texture used. The paint
should flow and spread with some level of ran­
domness, sim ulating 'spldenug' on wet areas
and 'edge darkening' a t dry bounda ries,

or course. there 's no softwa re o n an y ma -

WATERCOLOUR - THE REAL THINGI

[fyou paint d irect ly on to a d ry surtece wtth
a fully loaded brush, you will flood the
paper with pa int, fi lling the surface texture
and soaki ng the g rain a long the edge of the
mark. As the pain t dries. more pigment Is
left 011 these edges, so a cha racteristic reverse
gradient or 'pooling' miu k which has more
sarurared colour at Its boundary than its
centre is made.

Ir tbe brush is less loaded. ITliI king quick
s""«ping marks across d ry paper can leave
'skips' where the pa in t hasn 't filled lhe tex­
IUrC' of tlw' paper, esp«tally at bot h the edge
md end of lhe st roke. This sk ip effect can
bring areas of glistening w hi le in to the
p.linling.. or can shine Ih rough as spots of
strong colour w hen anolhe r trans lucent hue
is washed over it . Parr lally ' fi lled' brushes
tend 10 fade out at the end of Ihe lr stroke;

the patnr becomes th inne r and more trans­
parent , while the st rokes become- narrower
o r more 'sk ippy'.

Vary ing the speed of stroke can have s im­
ila r resu lts , O nce the paint and paper have
d ried, it 'S possi bl e 10 palm q uickly ove r
pans of the image w ith a thin transparent
w ash. This hel ps to establish harmonies of
tone and create a balanced overa ll e ffect .

Pain ting on 10 a wet surface creates anolh­
e r~ of marks. Damp areu blend new
mark.s smooth ly w ilh the paint a lready on
the surface in a number of w ays. Co lours can
be m ixc:d on the paper and smooth gradienLS
can be cree ted beeween new and old pain t.
At certain levels of dampness, marks from a
full b rush tend to spread at the edges, leav­
ing tiny, spidCT)' o r tree-like 'd iffus ion' pat­
terns. The edges of a mark which has been

paint ed frOnt a dry 10 a w et area can change
fro m ha rd to very d iffused and then back
again - a trick ofte n used by non-eompute r­
using wate rcolourists . O fte n, p ure w ater
(whhout colo ur) is paintc:d on to the pa per
In cert ain a reas JUSt to get th is diffused ef­
fect , Pure wate r can a lso be: used to light en
or erase colo ur - a d ry b rush o r sponge can
help to soak up the excess Ilui d .

'res rc res can build up inside the paintc:d
are~ especially w hen severa l colo urs are
pilrr lall y m ixc:d on the same brush. some
pigments behave slightly d iffe rently from
ot hers; certa in colo urs migrate to wetter or
drier ilreu , making the troughs and peaks of
the paper surface vary in hue or 100C', high­
ligh ting the texture. Watercolour, in general.
tends to emphasise surface deta ils. All lhis is
a lot to ilsk of a compute r program!
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: ~,':~~=~:::lt:...tIlIsty
mucII wtiel') and I tew lII(lfecletiiIs in IIle Ixade and
bl~ " would be usy 10 continue~ U(l1ht
piclure It tills staoe, but Iht wtde p;onI ofwatefaJbll' is
11$ spontaltIy - 1Ile fl1pel1Bd1ons add 10lIlt~ ,

SIY$ tie. hopefuIy.

Tlw tree and l'1iIin;s could be~ diret1 on 10 1he
pidul'e. bullht acIvalUQe ol eomputet wa1ettOIounnO

is 1IW!hey' can be preJllItd etshl1eoe and aclded ewer wllen
per1ed!d. These~were proOuced byo dr1ftllI one
'spear'. se'! "lllM as I bl'u5hand Ihen~. WIth
Grkl turned on..: I~ 5jlICing. Tlw I'ooghIights ....
added alter10 give variIllility

W. 1I1~ in as arus 01 texlure wiIIllht bluny
wuen::oIour bMh .... 0eQiI c:.I be '/IIIOfted in Imf.

Ihen soI'IIned IgIIllIglllly WIth till W.lIertOIOUf bnISh Of

'llIend'f'finlIe( tool (ts l« ISy viSible on IIle nghtwall heN).
PU.boe WIth h5 SOft of 'teXlumg' lId.lique 1$ useful.
'IIflIk1ef IIle plOlllom. Good wll'lC:olou~ IlIYe lNIxlet
byo Wtue 01' till sullllery of IhIIif Iexlul'es.

Compared w~h A1dus Gillery Effects, Xaos Tools's PiintAlcl1emy Plug-In 10 1'

Phoroshop, Palm", and so on, gives you a lot more room in wl1iCh to experiment.
although thert's 1\0 bullt·lnwatefcolO\lr ~ect. This watercolour example was
produced by modlfylng lfle parameters 01 the WaterMarker ~ect .

Studio 32 is now .... out ollls deplfI ~ IhIlbtural MediI st*s, but~
I'IISOlIIll/It Images can be produced 'MItt Its WItertobK 1lnIsll. TllIImage Ilefe was
rGIIQhed OUI "..,~with WgI was 01l1li colour, and thItI '/IIIOfted with the
.............. tIIId brush toacNeIIe IhI tullnd-.

.JARGON BUSTERS

Antl-aliasing b rush: amt-auaslug is lhe
process whereby the stepped. p lxelated
e(fea which is created when two colours
meet al an edge, is replaced wi th a
smooth, mid -lone line.

An anli-a1iasing brush ' b lends' the IWO
colours et the edge, thus creating a much
smoother line.

colour effect. blending tones subtly whilst ln­
reractlng with the paper's su rface. A son of dif·
fusion is also possible, bUI without th e 'spidell'
peneuauon- effect of Painter 2.0.

Pixt lPaintPro can also manage a dlffusfon­
type result - again. without the spreading ellc:a
- and tu soft-edged paim brushes blend willl
the surface: to show the PixelPaper textu res,
The overall e!fea is nor as subtle: as with P"inltJ
and Sklfdrtr, tho ugh. Practal's DabbltT has SC'V'

Iml

mixing with the painted sur­
face. All these effects are pro­
vided with the default brush­
es - and very realistic they
are tOO - but not all water ­
colour effects are so readily

available . To
achieve drier brush marks
which create 'skipping' both
at the marks' edges and when
applied to textu red surfaces,
you have 10 design your own
custom brushes . Nevertheless.
Painter 2.0 provides you with
a la n tasrlc range: of para me­
ters which will enable you to
create these specia lised brush­
es with ease.

As fa r as we' re: aware. no
other program currently
available: has a wet laye r, bUI
several have tools which.
while: painting a new colour,
blend or inte:ract with the
colours already applied. jusl
as if the:y were wtl - a basic
requirement of a watercolour
1001, Although it works in
greyscale. Fracral 's Skltdr".
does a good job of il$ wate:r-

Paint AIdItmy uses In Intu itive 'index.
card' 11Iilogy for its interface (and for
its manual). As in GaI!ftY Efftcls, I!le
styles can be applied to awhole lmaoe
or Iust aselecled area.

nand OUI is ns abllily to -wer and 'dry' the
pa~r. Idu lly, ho ....'ever, this wet dfea could be:
painted on like: clear water, so that a brush of
pajnt would react diffc:remly as h applied petm
10 wet or dry areas. In ertec, the same result
can be: actileved using Paint".) friske:IS, bUI
marks nttd 10 be: made: rwice wi th these. once:
for the wet dfea and once: for Ihc: dry, thereby
desuoying spcntaneny - still at teasr it's possi·
ble. Neve rtheless, Painftr's wet effea and h uge­
ly custemlsable b rushes do enable you 10 create
an amazingly oonvtnc tng range: of errects.

The: most speo acc tar of these is probably the
Diffusion brush. This nOI only spreads the palm
just like the real th ing. it even creates spidery
'tree ' shapes along the edges. More functiona l
are: the Water Brushes, which appl y palnt and
blend it to some degree with the wet paint
which is already th ere: - mixing the: colours on
the paper, so to speak. Some brushes create a
very realistic-looking 'pooling' errec. espedally
the Spatter and Water Brushes. Drying the sur­
face using the Dry option in the Options
menu makes most of the brushes work differ­
ently: leaving hard edges to the marks. and ere­
ating transparent tinting rather tha n colour

", ...c n "n ...T •• ssu. 1 . ....UGU.T I ....
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the situa tion reverses a little. P1wltxhop and
Co/qrlt both have an 8-bit mask layer which
enables you to use very convincing textures.
SludiD8, Sludio 31 and all of the other non -Nat­
ural Media programs. on the other hand, only
have a I-bit mask, so although a textured mask
can be used. the surface texture is limited to a
son of tex tu red pattern which is painted on in
place of a colour. It's a poor su bstitu te for the
real thing.

Fina lly, pe rha ps we should ask the question:
why use a computer to produce wa tercolour
dfeas? Isn 't this aspect of the antsnc repertoire
the last refuge from technology and auroma­
tlon? Ma ybe so, but the visual appea l of wate r­
colour is not just the province of fine art . Ma ny
deslgners employ the transparency and spon­
taneity of the medium to convey their crea tive
ideas. Architects, in part icular, work on a large
scale within the landscape. So, as well as repre­
sent ing the selli ng. th ey need to use th e subtle
nu ances of watercolour to reproduce th e type
of effects that light, shade, ageing and weather
have on both man-made and natural mate rials
alike. If we assume that designers are tncreas­
Ingly using an electronic medium - which is
certainly a fa ir assumpcon - th ey will need to
employ the techniqu es of watercolour in their
work. {j(J,y'an .:(J,rl'm<ut

,I
w ..,

I '

AIdus'J 6*)'EIfII:a~ for ,.,...,... (nI tar act. plUllJl_.1i wlidllIlllJIOl1
......ftIl'1.-:) ......good w........ Eftect. In"tIM,!he'" m.ge
IlIftected bJ.." ,IhaugIl)'Ol ell) wurtl on IIIlIIII I lhod,.. 11'*.
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" l_"..100'11.,.
C ,..... ~ I

with just low, medium and
high tint settings.

In SludiD 32, however. the
Tint Level palette affects the
Watercolour brush, giving you quite a lot of
control over the look of the marks. Without a
wet layer there can be no real d iffusion. but the
soft edge of both the waterccjour erreo and
antl-aliased brush means tha t some wet-on -wet
enecs can be painted directly.

PhDtushDp and Co/DTIt are perhaps the next
best options, because they both have a Finger
Painting Iuncuon as part 01 the Smudge (fin­
ger) tool. This isn 't particularly close to true
wa tercolour, though. mainly because the su r­
face getS moved around so much - 11'5 more
like oil pa inting. really. Both 01 these programs
also have soft-edged or ami-allased paint
brushes and variable transparency. so some sort
of wet-paper-like blending can be achieved, al­
though it's not very convincing,

BrushStroket can j ust about manage a soft­
edged brush mark and transparent pain ting.
and it also has a so-called artist 's brus h, bUI to
be honest the tools aren 't very effective for
'wet ' wate rcolour simulation.

Supt rPD int has no soft-e dged brushes at all .
All of th e programs with transparency and ei­
ther a r ul-altased or soft-edge brushes can use
white as a colour, and thi s o ile rs a degree of
pure water erasing. Their relative effectiveness
is simila r to that of the o ther effects.

When it comes to surface textures, however,

I ...,••

..... ...'..
-..-., "'....-

GaIeryEIIWts enalllIs you tlI 'RS'f It. IMIl Ill It.
brush dIlaiI iIl'Id dt9lh 1lI ..'ladii.... wr.ctJ
produees son dlJmatil: ..ialions in It. iINgt.
TIll Pte•••••ldotI eNbles you 10 carry out In(

number III tests bekn applyiIg It. fI.t e!Ject
(In opeu:bcll~ lhls can take lell mnrtes Of lTIlR,

........ on lhe .... silt.)

TIiJ is IIllI 00gItIaI Puppet Image w!IiCh was lISed
(0¥leSY Cl! Rakusen PIlotoOraphiC In Leeds) /(Ir both the
6IItty frrects ancllhe Pllnt AJchtmy trials.

era! transparent tools w hich interact
"i th the surface. but they are designed
!or different effects, such as picking up
roIour to dirty the felt pen. unronu ­
lIo1tely. none of the DiJbbler brushes are
suilalble for direct watercolour palming.
though 'poa-productton' work with
wner dl~ gives an excellent result in
the end. You can only get a true ' pool­
ing' tilt'(( with a wet surface, though.
and only the P"inltT brushes show any
build-up of colour at the edges. Modify ­
ing the brush shape to a hollow ring can
produce a poor approximation. but it's
Ilardly worth the enon.

AD of the Natural Media programs,
mng with PWIPaintPro, provide true
paper leltures, and their tools will bu ild
~ talU~ effects depending on how
bard you apply the paint. All of them _
and rinually all the other programs ex ­
mUned - will enable you to make hard­
fdgtd marks and transparent washes as though
J'OU were painting on dry paper using straigh t­
bward translucent o r tinted brushes.

Of the more convennonal programs. Slud jo
Jl and Shulio 8 are the only lWO with dedkated
" ' terrolour brush etrece. which work well
Within limits. as you can see from the Hill Top
illustration (page }4) and the 'Gett ing your Ieet
""' tutorial box (starting on page 32), In
SlJuIiD 8, the usefulness of this eff«1 reall y de­
prods on the shades you have available in the
2lo6<O!our palette. The program also offe rs
~llk control ove r the degree of transparency,

WHERE CAN YOU GET THEM?

• ClMis' 8rushSlrolm 1,0 cos ts £S2.88. Con­
tal'I Claris on 081 7S6 0 101.

• Fraetal Design 's Skdth« 1.0 COStS £8 1.08.
Cootaa Letraset on 071 928 3411 .

• Fraaal Design' s Dabblu costs £88 .13. Con­
tal'I Letraser on 07 1 928 34 11.

• Xaos' s Paint AkheMy COS(S ( 92_83. Contacl
P'lindpal Distribution on 0706 83 183 L

• Fractal Design's Pai,,'" X2 COStS (1 16,33.
Contact Letraset on 07 192834 11.

• MicroFron tier's CoII1f'/t! 2,0.1 COStS
£l16.H. Contact sottune on 081 401 1234.

• Kat's Po!Wn" Tools 2.0 costs [175.08. Contacl
Principal Distribution on 0706 83 183 I.

• Aldus ' C;" UtT'y Ef/tm 1, 1, cJ J ('OS{ [ 176,2S
each. Com aet Ald us on Ol l 2204747,

• Aldus' SupaPaint J.5 costs 029, Il . Con­
tact Aldus on Ol I 2204747,

• Sl..dio 8 costs 0 3l.83, Contacl Elect roniC
ArtSon 07S3 S49442.

• Fraclal Design's P" inftT 2.0 costs B81 .58.
Contact Letraset on 071 928 341 L

• Sludio 31 costs (S87.S0. Contacl Elect ronic
Arts on 0753 549442.

• Adobe's Phmoshap 2.'S costs £351 .88. Con­
lacl Principal Di5lribulion on 0706 8l 183 I.

• PiMlPai"IPro is cu rrently unavailable.
However, a new vers ion Is on its way, For
details on its price and release date, contacl
Pinl gesources (US) on 0101 404 449 4947.
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many nn l colour features and
ca n also doublt-up as a presen­
tenon 1001.

Al tht sharew are end o f
Ih ings a program called App/t·
Draw is great and will get you
o ff 10 a flying start.

• Adobt IIIwstr,,'or v5.5 ( 564
from Adobt
• Aldus FrnHa"d £450 from
Princi pal and OIhtrs
• Ald us InlrlliDraw (149 from
Aldus
• C4-Crid:ttDrIlW "J.O 015 from
Fronllinr:
• M«Draw f'ro vl.j 0 25 from
CI;aris

for the well-heeled enthusiast
or a proCoess ional Mac Olft ist or
destgner. Then' are milllYgood
.Iltr:m.ulve!ii Iikt l"ufliDraw
from Aldus .lt MOUnd £I49;and
lht slighl ly more eepenstve CA·
CricknDrtlW at 015. Of the two.
lntL/liDraw probab ly has tht
edge - an idnl choice for .l
firsl-l imr: user. Mad>r1lW FrIlls a
bi t more pricey .lt £325. The
original MtI(.Oraw W.lS tht first
cbject-orlented dra w ing pro­
gram, and its latest Incarnalion
Is sl ill .I solid and dr:pendablr:
dr.lwing packagr:.ll Includes

ness and each has lis champi­
ons. Takt' a good look at th t
featu res Ihey offr:r. then lry
going down to you r local corn­
purer store a nd gell ing Ihtm 10

demo both p rograms - or beuer
s ti lt spend a uure um e work·
Ing at a mach lnt with both
programs. Now Ih.lt Adobt and
Aldus have announced lhal
thr:y .1ft mr:rging (see News.
M ACFOltMAT 12), II's anyont'S
guess ho w long both p rograms
w ill remain avallable, bu t sup­
port for both Is sure to conunce
for a long tlmt .

Al around lhe (500 ma rk,
thnoe p rograms;art rt .lll y only

Drawing programs are those
whlcn are 'obj«l-oritnlau~d·.

That Is. thr:y do not define a
lin t (say) plxtl-by·pbr:1 bUI

inSlr:ad save thr: imtnKriom for
drawing h. This mr:ans beutr
outpul on PO!ilSCript prtnters.
and tht' drawing can be rt ­
silt<! wllh no loss of detail,
Aldus FraHtmd and Adobe
JIlwstflll"" havr: become the d e ­
facto S1and.lrds in th iS field.
Tht ft was a timt when 1II1l$­
'r"'",, W.lS constdered thr:
rrlenduer of lht IWO. b ut Ih~

d a ys tht y'rt much of.l much-

~~

•
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• BfJl:ShSlrolca v l .O ( 10 5 from
Frontllnr:
• Cc/orlll·Z.O.1 (195 from
Softline
• COl.)UrM~ (vl.0.9 £66
from SoflHnr:
• Dabb/" v/.O £88 from Lerraser
• Exptrf Colour Paim 1'1.0 (50
from Expert
• KidPix 2 and KidPix Fu" PiUk
crBA from erecrrcorc Arts
• MacPaim v2.0 (95 from Clarts
• Paim" 2 (ll5 from Lerraser
• Pai"," XZ (99 from Letraset
• Pairtlfl (46 from Sofdlnr:
• PixI'lPai",Pro vZ.O (595 from
Principal or Frontllne
• Skeuhu (69 from Letrase t
• SlUdio J2 vU £:426 from
Principal

Wha l ,loom b udgr:l opt ions?
If you fancy the shareware
ro utt', trolCk dow n (d.JurPaint.
MalJCclour or liglmring Painf­
Ihest' off" a good start. for
around S 10 or S 12. Cheap
rommr:rda l programs Include
Expm CDh1ur Paim. Painl/I a nd
COl""rM~. Ont' o f th~

w ill 5r:I you back between (35
;md £60 or so. and a ll will g ivt'
you hours cl fun ... whilr: you
save u p for Painte' Z!

36•
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PAINT PROGRAMS

Palnl programs ere those lhat
crea te bhmap o r ph.r:l-~
graphk$ - thal Is. thr:y dr:fine
an imagr: In terms of Mr:;as of
mlour. ~k~Int programs
sun at around ( lOO plus. for
say c.wrlr or BfJl:ShStrokts. rwc
sertccs r:ntry-Ir:vr:1 programs.
Thr: r:xcellr:nl nr:w DoIbb'" is
undr:r (100 (see tht' revtew on
pege 46). and Fra<1al's SUtiNr
at £69 Is Idr:al If you only need
to work In grr:yscalr:s.. Morr: ad­
vanced ~Int ~agr:s swing
in over £400 fo r Sludi" JZ and
almost (600 for PiJlrlPalHlf'ro.
but these are begtnnlng to
show rbetr age (though Piu/­
PairtlPro Is abou t 10 be re­
vampr:d). Pick of thr: b u nch for
'natu ral mr:dla' w ork has to be
Fraetal Df'Si gn 's Pa;m" Z. lis
'n"' lu r",Hstlc' painting roots are
a joy 10 U!iC' and Its s u pport fo r
pressure-sensitive grap h ics
tab lets Is second to nom: - ail
at a price of JUSt (3 25. Th r: on ly
down side Is lhal It can be a b it
memory -hungry and some of
the tools are a lhtle on the s low
s ide, But If you want more ef·
recs,lI1d features. you can add
on a nifty t'xtt' ns lo n In the form
of Paitll~r XZ.

Baffied by the range of graphics software available? Let MACFORMAT'S

Gordon Druce and AJex Summersby be yonr guides through the maze...



• Adobe Photoshop £725 from
Principal
• Aldus Digital Darkroom v2.0
£325 from Principal
• Cachet £495 from computers
Unlimlled
• Cc/"rll 2.0 £195 Irom Softline
• Cc{orStlldio vl.5 £395 from
Principa l
• Image AssiSfant v 1.1 £449 from
Pri ncipal
• ImllgeSfudio '11.7 £195 from
Principal
• PhotoFlash £150 from Apple

brain-scans and the like, and is
a truly brilliant gra phics­
manipulallon program in us
own right).

even pra ised w hat you cons ider
a horror . If you d isagree, have
somet hing to add , or just wan!
to let the world k now a bou t the
art a nd graphics p rog rams you
prefer, wrue a nd 11'1 us know .
The add ress is: Eve ryo ne's A
Crilic, MACFO RM AT. 30 Mon­
mo ut h sneer, Bath BA I 2BW.

image edncr from Ele<:lronics
for Imag ing, the company be­
hind the superlative colour­
management svsrem tnccrpo­
rated true QuarkXPress 3.2. If
you only need a greyscale
package, lry Aldus Digital Dark­
room at £325 or tetrasers Image­
Smdi" . Ph"IGFlash is Ap ple'S
own offering at JUSl £ 150, but
even better value are the excel­
lent shareware alternatives Pi",
(which works in 32-bit colour)
and NIH Image (which was de­
ve loped by the US Nallonal In­
sntute of Health for processing

WRONG?

you aspire 10 professional
graphic design and image-pro­
cess ing. men Plrotoshop is the
industry standard.

However, if you don't have a
professional need for such a
powerful p rogram (or deep
enough pockets t). mere a re a
number of excellent budget op­
rtons . A popular cho ice is
Cclur1l2.0, scmettmes unfairly
called -rhe poor man 's PIrO/l)·
shop' . Al only £195, CclorU can
perform many of rhe tasks that
PIrOl<JSh"p can. ,'11 a fraC1ion of
the cost. Al a round £400 you
have the powerful ColorStudio
from Lerraset or ceere's Image
Assistmrl. Cachet is a colour

When il comes IQ image- re­
louching and image-ed it ing on
rhe Mac. one program is unl­
versallv acclaimed as king:
Ph"tosll"p from Adobe. Ihe
people w ho invented POSI­
Scrtpr. [I w ill set you back a
cool £72 5, but us llst ot tea­
lu res and funct ions is extra­
ordinary, and what it can do
with images rea lly has 10 be
seen 10 be appreciated . Plus
lhere's a range of 'plug-ins'
(also supported by some olher
graphics programs) w hich add
sl ill more fillers and effects. If

Thi s guide is based on the ptac­
l ica l ex perience o f working de­
signers. Wilh so many Mac
g raphics progra ms ava ilab le,
a nd so many new o nes appear­
ing regula rly, we may have ne­
g teoed your Iavourlt e one o r

•••
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• Adobe Streamline v3.0 £185
from Principa l
• Aldus SuperPaitJI v3.5 £\95
from Principal
• Cam·as J .5 £295 from
Principal
• Master Cc/"ur £ 130 from
Soft line
• Master PaitJI £65 from Soft line
• U/traPaitrt £ 149 from
Principal

Master Cc/our. with 24- bil co lo ur
pa lm and draw facil ities for
only £1 30; if mono ls all yo u
need, check OUl us Hnle brother
Master Paint> a snip ar ju st £65.

lf yo u already have se para te
painl a nd drawing packages,
you cou ld lry Streil1n/i"e ~3.0

(£185) . It's a great ttnte pro­
gram specially for ccnventng
bitmap images 10 posrscnpu

up, wilh a compertnve range of
palnr too ls, gradients and
transparency effects (see page
78 for the full rev iew) . You
wouldn't choose one of these
solely for trs drawing or p ahu­
ing, but if you llke the Swiss
army knife approach you might
find one of these firs the bill.

• ClarisWorks v2.1 £195 from
Clads
• GrealWGrks £116 from
svmantec
• Microsoft Works v4.0 £129
from Microsoft
. Word PerfeC1 Works £182 from
wordperfcct

GETTING THE WORKS

If you're considering a 'hybrid'
package, why not go the w hole
hog and Iry one of th e 'Wurkr'
packages? As well as palm and
dr.wing functions, you' ll also
IrI word process ing, spread­
sbttls, charting, databases and
«enmur uceucns fea tures. all in
one Inter-related bund le. u nrll
~nlly, ClarisW"rks and Great·
W"rks had lhe edge, wilh a lOP
rmge of dra w ing and painl fea­
tures. word perteo Works came
next, Wilh Mlcrosof W"rks lag­
ling beh ind because il lacked
m y palm Iun ctlo ns (see MAC­
roRMAT 10). Now, ho we ve r.
Microsoft Works ~4 has caught

Pan pain! package, part draw­
Ing program, these 'hybrid'
programs are the co nvertibles
cl the graphics world. They
enable you to sw itch sim ply
from object-crtcntated graphics
10 bttmap an or vtce versa ­
and they're chea pe r th an buy­
ing (WO specia list p rograms. At

the high-end you have Cam'us
J.5 (about (295) . Th is ca n be
tricky 10 learn. but il creates
excellent paim, d raw and POST ­
Script graphics and includes a
few neat features 10 boot.

Al lhe budget e nd ,you 've got
Aldus SI,perPai /lt ).5 re I95).
which is g ·bi! ('full -co lo ur is
24·b it) and needs so me work
In the type-handling depart ­
ment. but is s till good value.
VI/rI/Palm is a good a lternat ive
31 £149. Even bener va lue is

MItro$oIl W"rts 4.0now olfel'$ a flUJOll or paint and drilwinQ lools 10 match I!MI best .

H Y B R I D PAINT/DRAW PROGRAMS

MACI'ORMAT . Is s u l: 15 . A UG U S T 111114
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MAC: l'Olt.. " T · taauK IS· A U GUaT , ...

Microsoft: 0734270001
PRO: 0902 755293
Principal: 0706 832000
Sofdine: 08 1 401 1234
Symanl«: 0628 592320
WordPttf«t: 0932 850505
• Ask your local deal er too
abou t the program you're Imer­
ested In, and died the adverts
In every Issue of MACFOIlMAT!
• For shareware, uy the share­
were libraries whidl advertise
in MACFOIlMAT, o r user groups
(see page 107). lf you an't find
the sharew are you want, d rop
us a line~ we'll uy 10 put it
on a rover disk o r CD-ROM.

~II ..,... "YOU .........ID to sun I prod!lctJon Ine In ,ouf onge.

A program like NIH IIft4gt"could sharew are because they are
compete wi th many ccmmer- modest unljnes desjgned for a
dOli ~ages. and yel It Is re - specific task - the son of !hiog
leased as shareware. at a frac- you 'd be unlikel y to buy a
tion of th~ COS! you 'd expect to commercial package to tackle.
pay for comparable programs. Here 's a selecnon in addnlen to
Many progr&ms, how ever, are those already mentioned.

Camera SCreen grabber util ity
ColorKnit For designing panems: of use for fashion and

textile design
OG254 OrpthGauge - indicates bits per plxel colour depth
FraclaJ Fracl a l landscape generator
Image ry Imagery graphics convers ion
J PEG vtew m JPEG format file viewer
Phol oSlzer 1.2 and Proport ions

O f use to graphic designers and repro houses for
s izing up plctures for des ign and page layo ut.

ptcdeoomp J PEG decompressorzvtewer
Q ulckglf New GIF File d isplaye r
Ste reogram Maker and 3D dots

Ra ndom dot stereogram maker
superconven.s Co nvert TIFF n tes to EPS

to·

There are hund reds of shareware programs avail ab le. If you have
found (or w ritfen!) o ne that's part icu larly useful for g raphics work.
send us a copy an d we-nreuuie 35,OOO-p lus MACFORMAT readers
about It, an d possibly put lion a cover d isk. The address is: Share
and share alike. MAC' OIlMAT, 30 Monmouth Stren , Balh BA I 2BW.

...-_...,- .....- _._--

WHERE TO
GET IT

Adobe: 08 1 547 1900
Aldus UK: 08 1 568 8868
Am tech: 0202 4769 n
Apple: 08 1569 1199
Autod~k: 0483 303322
Claris: 08 1 7560101
ccmpciers
Unlimited; 08 1 200 8 28 2
EI«tronlc Arts: 0753 549442
Expert : 08 15512797
Frond ine: 025684 184 1
Gorrw"k: 07 1 7317930
1...etnseI: 07 1 928 34 11
Merisel: 081 490 9000

line 3D modelli ng packages
also offer an imation and ray­
tracing, like srrlllQVi$ion)O for
£680 and Strata StudioPTo
([ 1,035), w hich Includes
phceo-reausnc rendering. A lso
around this pnce are the
powerful /njini-O (£:725) and
MtKTOlfVdiQ Thrte-O ([1 , 199).
How evet". at the shareware (or
even Ireeware] end of th ings.
there's a g reat liule ray-trectng
program called RII}"S and a very
fu lly featu red CAD package
ca lled MacUmapf.

• AddDtplh (1)9 from Amt«h
• Adobe Di/fltl'fSiarr$ £160 from
Principal
• Arr}riCAO 0 .495 from
Computers Unli m ited
• Au/oCAO 0.800 from
Au uxlesk
• QIImCAO 0'2.1 £675 from
Claris
• Gmm, CAD £395 from
Merlsel
. 'njin; ·O v25 .1 £725 fro m
Gomark
• MMP/Of £129 from Pri ncipal
• MatRmduMQn 0'1 .1 £4 19 from
Com puters Unlimi ted
• MatrOlfttdiQ11Ir«-0 [1 , 199
fro m comp uters Un lim ited
• Pillar 1}'pcl;f1}' 0'1.1 £199 from
Computers Unlimited
• PO'werOraw ~·4. 0 £675 fro m
PRO
• Ray Dream Designer 0') .0 £4 29
([ 195 educat io na l) from
Amtech
• Strata StudioPro £ 1.035 from
Gomark
• SfrQfQ Vision)O £680 fro m
Gomar k
• Swi,-eI ) O ..2.1 £)40 from
Gomar k

------

3D and computer Aidt'<! De­
sign programs, as the terms
suggest, are mainly used by
architects. eng ineers and pack­
aging designers. Programs like
Ray Dream's AddDtpfh ([ 139)
and Adobe Di1MJlSio/'lS ([ 160)
have built a bridge between
the 20 anists of the OTP world
and the land of 3D art and il­
lustration, gecause they share
many of the same tools. these
programs are a wise moia: if
you are used to drawing pro­
grams like FrrrHllnd and l1lus­
trlltor but are unJ"amiliar with
working In 3D . Also wonh a
look Is S""n"tf 3D at £340. If you
need to render type In 3D, have
a look at Plotar T)ptroy - the
000 prtce tag might seem high
for a program that JUSt renders
type, but you gn some very
powerful eff«ts for the money.

Budgn CAD Slam with pro­
grams like MacPIDt ([129), the
charmtngly-named Gmmt CAD
([ 395) or allm CAD (£675) .
That may not sound like a bud­
get prtce. but Compuer Aided
On ign is a speciallsr fkld and
CA D software an be hugel y
expensive - programs like
A,rrhiCAO and AUloCA,O cost
around [3.000 and more.
PowerOraw (£675) is a more
modest CA D program which
uses pl ug-ins to add e l tra fea­
tu res bu t works only in 20 .

3D model ling packages start
at around £400 fo r Ra y Dream
Designer (see MACFOIlMAT 14 for
the full rev iew) and Pilla r's
MllcRrndaMQn. These profes­
siona l packages are sllll easy
enoug h for the novice engineer
o r product designer. The top-
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Pros:
• lightweight and thin.
• Fu lly programmable two button pen.
• One small cable.
• No externa l pow er supply.
• 18 programmable buttons on the tablet.

Mark. our art editor, produced this pictu re using Photos/lop
and the DrawinllSlale in under an hOUL Not bad eh?

unwieldy, whereas the cylindrical w acom pen
has the batteries toward the tip, giving it a 1Jn.
ter centre of gravity. It is quite thi n, however,
an d while that was fine lor my small fingers.
people with large hands may find it fiddly and

may prefer the CalComp pen, which is
also round but somewhat larger.

Summagraphics goes for a to­
tally different approach. orrer.

Cons:
• The most expensive.
• On e button pen.
• External power supp ly,

Tablets

The w acom and Summa Sketch tablets are re­
markably similar in weight and wedge-like
shape, which is designed to slope gently when
laid on a desk. and the y bot h have removable
feet that increase the angle if de sired. It would
be fair to say tha t they are bulky in comparison
to the DrawlrigSlate. which is a flat board Smm
thick and weighs less than half as much as the
other two . The DrawingSlale lies flat on the
desk, unless propped up by a book, but it is the
only one that can be stored quickly on its side
next to the computer. OUl of the way. I lound
that the light weigh t of the DrawingSlate
meant that it rested comfortably in my lap.

As you will spend a lot of tim e holding the pen,
ergonomic design is very importan t. The
Summagraphics and CalComp pens have the
batteries a t the top end, ma king them slightly

Pens

and the area that they req uire on your desk .
Many people will be perfectly happy with an
AS tablet. which requi res less arm movement
and is therefore quicker, and will fit happily in
your lap, which is a very comfortable position
to draw. So how do the th ree compare?

Creating graphics on the Mac Is a piece of cake
with a graphics tablet. We put three by Wacom,
Summagraphlcs and CalComp to the test.

UD RANG~

Pros:
• Good bui ld quali ty .
• Best software.
• Well weighted pen.
• Most accurate or the th ree.
• Available in all s izes up to 4' x 3'1

W
ith a graphics tablet creating
graphics on your Mac is as easy as
drawing on a piece of paper.
Graphic tablets are at thei r most

useful with art programs that recognise
pressure-sensit ive inp ut . Depending on the
program and tools used, varying the pressure
can have effects such as changing the width of
a line or its density .

You may be surprised to know that the pen
doesn't need to touch the surface of the tablet
in order to move the pointer, but merely be
within about 5mm 01 the surface. This is be­
cause the pen contains small banertes to power
a transmitter. locating where the pen is and
displaying the po inter at the same location on
the screen . The tip of the pen acts as the mouse
button, so double-clicking is a simple case of
tapping the pen twice on the table t.

As well as dra wing freehand, the tab let can
be used to trace a picture, and because the pen
on ly needs to be within Smm of the tablet sur­
lace. you can put a thick magazine on the
tablet and still trace normally. [I an accura te
trace is required. all the tablets offer a puck.
This is a mouse-like device with rrosshatrs at
the top often used for CAD. A puck costs
around £100 from each company, although
wacom includes it with its A4 tablet . making it
good value. Pucks are available with either 4 or
16 programmable buttons that can be set up to
duplicate any key press .

There comes a time when you ha ve to ask
questions about size and its importance. A4
tablets are the ideal choice for high quality
work, but they have the disadvantages of bulk

Prices:AS £470: A4 £700 (with puck): A3 £1,050:
Kl. £2,199: A1£4,200: Aa £5.300,
f or moredetails contact Computers Unlimited on
081 200 8282,

Features
Software offers best ranlleof ieatures.

Value rer money
Qualityat a reasonable price.

Ease or use
No problems at all.

MACFOR!\IAT RATI NG
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MACFOHMAT HATING

Features
NoItiing but tht basiC$.

4 1

Val ue for money
C/leaj)est M .

PrialS: M £555;A3 [ll(I7.
Fw IIlOnI dmiIs~~ on 07)4

567115.

Ease or use
Utdl ie..d~ sotlwart iIIld I maze 01'--

Cons:
• No programmable bcuons on tablet or

pen.
• Spaghell i cabli ng.
• Poor softw are.

To run ,ny of the three tablets, the o nly thing
you 'll require is a Mac - any Mac. Professional
graphic artists may prefer the w ecom because
it cners a greater range of fea tures than the
others. Home u~rs may well favo ur the Cal­
Comp DrawingSlate as it is much lighter and
easier to handle, although the pen is IC'$S sensi­
tive than waccm's. The re is nothing wrong
with the SummaSketch - indeed. it act ually o f­
fers the greatest pressure sensitivity with 25 6
levels compared to wacorn's 120 . In practice
though. this is not very no ticeable and al­
though there is absolutely nothing wrong with
it, there is nothing particularly great about it.

.7-/';:..1/..,....,11

and choose your options from . wacom-s is ce r­
ta inly the prentcsr and m ost de tailed. whh
eve ry selling that a profess ional could possibly
need. cetcomp's Comrol Panel is much less
glamorous, eyen though it does have nearly as
many features, but bringing up the rear aga in is
Summagraph ics wi th what can only be de ­
scribed as a honid piece of software that corn­
btnes a lack of features with difficu lty of use.

The most obvious would be a scanner.
which w orks like a photocopier but Instead
of printing to paper. it puts your image on 10
your compuler screen.

You could also use Apple's new Quick ­
Take 100 dig ita l camera 10 photograph your
p icture and put II straight into your Mac. We
will be reviewing the QuickTalte in the neJ[t
issue of MACFOUlAT.

PhOloCD uses a regular camera, but in­
stead of gelling prints back from Boots you
get a CD w ith your scanned snaps o n it.

If you'd like 10 use a tablet but ha ve all
the artist ic ab lllly of a door, you could sra n
w it h a cli p art tmege. then touch it up o r
trace over lt with a tablet.

The verdict

- -
--

S 'UMMAGRAPHICS FX

Pros:
• Slighlly cheaper A4 tablet .
• Tr iangular pen m ight su it some pecpje.

Tablets a re ofte n used to louch up~ alter
plcturcs already o n screen. rather than act u·
a lly creating them from scratch. This is be­
cause when sketching w ith a pencil you
look directly at both the pencil and the
paper, whereas with a tablet you look a t the
screen but llOI the' pen. This creates iI dts­
join ted feeling, and an alternanve process
would start with sketching an outline o n to
paper first using a penci l. You can then
transfe r that picture 10 the screen, where you
can use the lablet to colour It.

To transfer a ske tch 10 com puter, you will
need com plement ary hardware o r sonware.

the wacom should be faste r than the Drawing­
Slate , with sumrneskercn coming In between.
In pract ice. this is correct but barely noticeable
with perhaps just a 10% vartatlon betw een
tablets, although it is nearly Im possible to mea ­
sure drawing speed.

Soltware

Function keys

All th ree graphics tablets are supplied wi th a
Control Panel. which you use to set them up

There you are, leaning back in your chair with
the tablet in your Lap, the pen in your right
ha nd and a m ug of warm tea in your left, w hen
you realise with horror that you need to press
[delete] . Function keys are buncns along the
top of a tablet which can be programmed to
perform any key presses Just like buttons on a
puck. TIris weans that you can set up all your
most commonly used keyboard commands. and
you sho uld only need to resort to the keyboard
to type text in . c atccmp leads the field with 18
buttons, w acom has 12 and Summagraphics
has. how can I put it. none.

ALTERED IMAGES

Features
Gr8aIeslIUllbef 01' progl1lT1ll\lible
tJutlons Ollllblel.

MA Cm HMAT HATI ,,'G

F'l'itaA5 £:470; M t:58O; A3 £815.
for 1IIOIl 6Nis~ CIIComp on 0734 320032.

Ease or use
141tweii11t. but llle pen's not ill
IDI~"'* ill Wxcm·l.

Valu e rer money
The M and A3 represent par1icula~
llOOd I'JlulIor money.

DRAW I N G S L A T E

Cons;
• Uys flat o n a desk.
• tess pressure senstnve than other IWO.

CabIlnS'--__

iIlg , triangular pen which I found cumber­
somt and less "OWing.

AII tM p('1tS offe r programmable but tons on
thC' Wft that can be ronfigu r~ using the soft­
Wilrt. CitlCOmp's pen leads the field wilh two
OOnons. both of which can be set for any Iunc­
tion. HoWC"VC'r, the buttons are q uite low down
thC' ~ITC'I and interfere with the way you
would normally hold a pen. as you a re wary of
it'ddC'nully pressing them. The weeom pen
his one fully programmable bunon which is
1IIOYC'd higher up the barrel to a more eonve­
nJC'f1t location so that yo u don 't accidentally
prm it. Summagraphlc' s pen has two bu ttons,
although the top one is for decorat ion as it
~'t do anything. and the bottom button
Cin only be cenfigured to act as the mouse but­
ton (which the tip does anyway).

Two things ilfleCl the speed of a tablet: the port
used and an external power supply. The seria l
pon is faster than the ADS port and an exier­
nal power supply sho uld also help. Therefore

Both the DrawingSlate and Summagketch
liblelS plug intO the ADB keyboard port. bu t
there the similari ty ends. While the Drawing­
SLiM has one small, unobtrusive lead. Summa­
Sketch is the chotce fo r people with a cable
k1ish. It lakes th ree cumbersome leads and a
lirge box to do the same job. and is genuinely
inuusive. The wacom also uses a single lead
but. like SummaSketdt. it reqntres an external
pll'Wff supply which uses up another preoous
power sockel. With a ll my peripherals. I had 10

plug , lWl)-wil Y adaptor into my th ree-way
iIdiIplor on the four-way extension cable. LUck­
ily my desk is under the fire ala rm. On the
odxT hand the DrawingSlate takes its IXlwer
dirKtly from the Mac. which is one less cable
10 trip over and o ne more free power socket.

_ _ _ ---"'Speed
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14" Colour...... ........ ..... £l6O.oo
14" Audio Vision Display . . . . . . . £435,00
17" Colour. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . £749,00

AWS 9S48J23(V10001512fOAT &AppPro. ,£8395.00
AWS6150 (l,I5OO!CD &App\eSh<lre4.0.2 . U45O,00
AWS 8150 16/1ooo/CD/DAT &

AppleShare 4.0.2 £5495.00
AWS 9S32f4OOOfOAT&AppIe5hare 4.0.2 £7995.00., .

AWS 60 8/5OO/CD & AppleS/lare 4.0.. . £1895.00
AWS 80 12I1000{CO{DAT &
Ap pleShare 4.0 £4495.00
AWS 80 12!lGb/CO{DAT, AIR3.0, AAA 2.0,
Multiport server, 40 AAA dients B79S.oo
AWS 95 16/5OOf256/DAT & App Pro £639S.(II

.... £1295

PowerBook 520 4/160
PowerBook szoc 4/160 .

PowerBook 540 4/240 .
PowerBook S40c 4/320 .

PowerBook Duo 280 4/200 ..
PowerBook Duo 21lOc 4/320 U59S.ClI
PowerBook Duo Docking Staficn. . . . £.545.00

PowerBook Duo Mini oock . . . . .. . . . £265.00
Newton MessagePad 100 £399.(11

Newton MessagePad 110. . . £465,00

Powel" Mac 7100/66 16/25O/CO/PC , .. U695J.
Powel" Mac 7100/66 8ISOO/CD/AV .... £2895,00

Powel" Mac 7100/66 16/SOO/CD/AV/PC. £3295,00

Powel" Mac 8100/80 16/SOOf(D £3895.00

Power Mac 8100180 16/SOOf(D/AV . . , £3955.(1

Power Mac 8100/80 16/SOO/CD/PC . .. £399S.l1

Power Mac 8100/80 16/SOO/CD/AV/PC. £4075.1:1

Power Mac 8100/80 16/1ooof(D. .. . . £4WS.1J
Power Mac 8100/80 16/1ooo/CD/PC .. £,4395.00

1.4295
1.4595

NRWR~'A450

Wilh it!. ~SMIu 68(130 pro<ffi,Of,
lhe P<lfof"", 450 411~0 "lM
<qui..I...1ol.n [CIII .nd <hips
"ilh C1• •i'W..... Ire<

--- - ....- ..-

1100.r-!16/lOOOlCDW1l'H
RlIHAND ir.~MiOIIAk.ER

APPLE POWERED SPEAKERS
__ _ 1;_9_9 . ,

Power Mac 8100 /80
16/1000, internal CD, optional AV

& sottwlndcws

PowC!rPC PCWCrPC PCWCrPC

Power Mac 6100/60 16/160/PC £1755.00

Power Mac 6100/60 16/250/CD/PC £1995.00

Power Mac 7100/66 8/250 U095.00

Power Mac 7100/66 8/25O/CD U 195.00

Power Mac 7100/6616/25O/PC U525.00

MacQuadra 950 161FD £2595.00
Power Mac 6100/60 8/160 £1295.00
Power Mac 6100/60 8/25O/CD £1 595.00

68l C040 powet'«I mK lC475 wilh
8Mb of RAM "nd • 160 Mb H. rd
Dri... i.dud;n," ",norm. <olw.
monik)r Ind I ......P~ Keybo.ird

m·' £935

.THE APPLE PAGES ·

MK Qu.d•• 610 4/160 wilh
Ethcfnet • ...,pl. 14" Hi Res
Colou. Mon iIO<, "nd l«l potty
bl. ....... Keybo.ird

m·' £1290

QUADRA610

DESPITE THE ARRIVAL OF POWER PC, TRIED & TESTED MACS ARE
STILLAROUND - AND THEY COST LESS TOO!!

APPLE MACS

MAC8UNDLES

Mac le 475 4/80 £545.00
Mac lC475 81160 £699.00
Milc Quadra 610 4/160 .... ....... •. £960.00
Mac Quadra 610 4/1601CO £1145.00
Mac Quadra 610 8I230/CD £1395.00
Mac Quadra 6504/160 . .. . . .. . •... £1265.00
Mac Quadra 650 4/1601CD £1375.00
Mac Quadra 6508I23O!CO £1 625.00
Milc Quadra 840AV 8/SOOf(O ....•.. £2245.00
Mac Quadra 840AV 16/1000/CO U 445.00

Performa 450 4/120 &. Performa Display &.
keyboard , £675.00

Performa 475 4/160 & Performa Display &.
keyboard £810.00

Mac le 475 8/160 & Perlorma Monitor&.
keyboard £935,00

Mac LC475 4180 &. Performa Display &
keyboard £765,00

Mac Le 4754/00 &. Performa Monitor & keyboard
& Personal LaserWriterJOO &AFP . .... £.1275.00

Mac LC475 41llO &: Performa Monitor& ke,txtard
&~riter lt & AFP £1045.00

Mac le 475 8/160 &. Perforrna Monitor & keyboard
& I'Moo<lI LaserWriter300&AFP .. ... £1425.00

Mac LC 47581160& Performa Monitor &.keyboard
& SlyIeWriter 11 &Aff' £1155.00



MACUS£R

DEALER OF

THE YEAR

'993

£1295from only

PowC!rP( PowC!rPC PowerP(

OPENING HOURS
Monday · Friday 9am · 6pm

S<lturday tuam . 4pm

Power Mac 6100 /60
81160, optional CD, AV &

SohWindows

Upgrade 10 Power Mac 6100/60/AV.... £865.00
Upgrade to Power Mac 71001&61AV• • • •£925.00
Upgrade to Power Mac 8100180 . . •.. £1065.00
Upgrade to Power Mac 8100!801AV. . . £1135.00
Upgrade 10 Power Mac POS 040 Card •. £430.00
Upgrade 10 l(475 (from lOI and lOU) . £375.00
~ _ Upp:U ""'"..., lIIlIil (nd lA ""'" onIr

lJl'(;RADES

N. Ease 2.0 £34.00
N. Ease 2.0 WOO:group £115.00
Hyperan! U £95.00
Internet Rooter . .. .. .. . . . . . . . .. ..• [)15.00
InterfloU . .. .. .. . . •. • .• .• . • . •. •. .. . £87.00

Langwge Kit - }ilpanese £135.00
Langwge Kit • Chinese .•. • . • . • . •. •. £155.00
PC Exdlange• .• . • . • . •.•. •...... . .. . £045.00
Photoflaslt £165.00
PbinTalk SOftware 04.00
PowerBook File Assi5tiInt £52.00
System 7. 1 Pmorul Upgrade Kit •.•.•. £42.00
System 7. 1 10 User Kit E230.oo
System 7. 1 Update Kit £26.00
System 7 Pro Mult i User... . . .. .. • . • . £575.00
System 7 Pro Si ngle user £89.00

"""" SolO ....... -..ilh adM 1NlriIl .......
......, """"" Ir3Ckpld inste.l lA IrlIddloaI,
up ID 320Mb ........ dIM

APPLE SOFTW\RE

I'OWUBOOK
PowerBook 140/145/160/170/180 Ballery£.45.00
PowerBook 145/160/170/180 Recharger . £69.00
PowerBook Bag Business £45.00
PowerBook Bag Standard . .. . . . . . • . • . £22.00
PowerBook 000 A( Adaptor £45.00
flllWerBook 000 Ballery £55.00
PowerBook 000 Ballery Red1.arger .• . . . £86.00
I'owerllooll: Doo Express Modem •.• . . £299.00
f'owerBoolt Express Modem £305.00

'"m,"" £2225

ooescanner Colour £.975.00
Apple QuiclTake 100 iflt. imefbce £595.00
AppleDesign f'I:Iweml Speaken £.99.00
PbinTalk Micropholle ..•.•... ••.... . £15.00
PbinTalk SOftware 04.00
AOll Mouse 11 (Desktop) t40.00
MIDllntefbce £55.00

Gal""
NuM Adaptor £79.00

GeofMTeI«omAdaptorfor~.. £.99.00
sr~"" ite- Cartridge.. £12.00
SenIlity Kit . ..............• •• . •• •. •£39.00

Apple font P.:Kk ... ... .. ...... •. •. • £47.00
Applel..ink. . .. .......... . . . . . . • . • . •£83.00
App!eSaipl sc-ores TooIkit £120.00
AppIeS/'Iare 4.0 SOftware .... ... . . • . £1195.00
ApplcSeard15erYer 6r. 5 aients ..•... £2195.00
Apple Remole /IIuss 5erYer £179.00
Apple Remote~ Oknl. £55.00
Awletink•. . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. £83.00

.....
_ . ' 11"'"...-­............­
......... SlIt.-

ACCESSOI{l ES

Power Mac 7100/66
8/250, optional CO, AV &

SohWindows

1!1' Clllour ••• . •• . •• •• •• . • •• •• • . •£1 So4 s.oo
'IWm (Md 8.24 • . • . • . .. .. .. . . . . . . £105.oo
*to Ciflll4AC (11 25.00

'-- £1845

Pcwc rPC POWCrPC POWC!rPC

---, '''''',,3''_

Itjlc" ;\ilo:i U £235.00
fItwQbIe sryIeWriter . . . . . • . • . • . • . •. £295.00
!IIIour'il)'leWritcr Pro . . . . .. . . . . . . . £560.00
~II 1260.00
~ PmonaI300• .• . •. •... . £495.00
~ Pmonat llO . .. .. .. ...• £665.00
1BIWrittr Select 360 .•...•.•.•.. . £1295.00
IB:rWrittr Pro 6JO U 545.00
IarWriter Pro 810 10B;ueT £3695.00
l&rWritrr Pro 810 Thin • . •. .. .... . 0695.00
L.1lotrWriItr Pro 6JO Envdopt Fffiler •. £249.00
lNrWriter Pro 630 500 slim Cilssent .. £99.00

INPUT DEVICES
~rd £80.00
Ktyboard Adjustable . .. .. .. . . . . . . • . £165.00
Kr,1loanl Extended •.. . .. ...... . . • . £.1 40.00
"PPlt CD 300 £165.00
ID Multi·Media kit for Madnlosh £295.00
PoweJCO £175.00



drop-shadowed icons. You realise immediately
that this is something ou t of the ordinary.

Some computer professionals may think in
naif, but most designers will like it; visual~'

oriented people usually like to work in at­
tract ive environments.

Of course, pre tty en viro nments can tit
very wasteful of space . and Dabbler - like
Painter before it - is no exception. With aD
four drawer/tool-boxes open on a 14-indl
monitor you only have a tin y area lelt to
work in. However, the idea is to cheese

the tools you need for a particula r job, draj
them 10 the drawer-front in the order you

need them, and then close the drawer. Up 10
six are accessible on each drawer-front at 3
time. This scheme works well until you realise
you need to use an extra tool for a moment
when you choose it from the drawer. the pro­
gram places it on the drawer-front at random.
ruining your carefully positioned set. Ideally.
you'd be able to save the drawer-front icon sets
you 'd created . so they could be brought bad:
by a key-press o r menu select ion. Still, the s~
tern works fairly well as it is - so long as you
are careful.

To use any drawer JUSt click on its handle

I! you place a photographic scan on one page 01 the
sketchbook wnh a blankpage above n, YQu can produce a
clone (by then selecting the Clone Icon in the Colo urs
Drawer) . Using this , n is poss ible to draw on the upper, pla in,
sheet wnh any tool ,TheCOlours used on this are drawn trom
the image on the sheet below, thereby transferring the main
features 01the image in the material and style of the rrans
made above

T
he problem wi th a program like
Dabbler is that it's so much fun to
use, it's a lmost impossible to stop
playing with it and get on with

the job in hand. Even a boring task like
drawing a simple chair is not as straigbr­
forwa rd as it sounds. Oh no. The trouble is,
Dabbler is so much fun tha t even drawing a
boring chair is exciting.

Dabbler is a drastically cut down version of
FraC1al Design's ratnur masterpiece which is
strong on lun and ease-et-use. but perhaps a
little weak o n some of the media it provides.
Can the 'fun ' aspect of a program be enough to
justify ns purchase. though ? Let's lake a look. .

The fi rst thing tha t stri kes you after launch­
ing Dabbler is how cu te the interface looks.
Below the us ual Mac menu bar is a full- width,
grained wooden panel with four drawer-fronts,
each with a set of crisply drawn. smoothly

Fancy yourself as an artist? Dabbler offers a
stunning simulation of
natural painting and
drawing on the desktop
- and all at an
affordable price.

With allof the drawersopen. there's little room to r drawing.
Normally. only the front faces of the drawers are visible ,
aklng with the selected tools . colours, paper etc. The Tools
Drawer is the one you'll use the most. Notice the row of star
icons for stencil and effects tools, the three red brush 'sin!'
triangles. and the roWing wMe square witha red circle,
used for rotati ng the drawing area iorang led strokes.

JIIA C ..O IU.....T · ISSU. 1 $ ' A UGU ST 1 1111114
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You can start a new page simply by clicking on a blank
thumonail in this miniature sketch pad, No saving, opening or
loading is required , unless you need a new pad, Piclures can
be moved by dragg ing off to the 'pushpin' then back to a new
page. Whole projects 01 sketc hes canbe buih upaOO stored
easily in this natural w~ It's just like using a real
sketchbook, Brilliant.

COlour can be selected by using this bri llia ntly intu~ive ooko
wheel, wtlich is one of the best I've soon on anyMac
program. Aproper colour-mixing palette would be a weIcomI
addnion. but a page 01the sketcnoaucandouble as a paIeIb.
and the dro pper can be used to select shades from~, Sooro:l
effects and sound Volume are COnl rolled , surprisingly
enough, lrom the Sound Drawer.



PfIct:tu.
Requires: any Mac (e~P1 SE, Classic or Power600k
100) with colour or greyscale moo~or, System6.0,5 Of

later, 32-blt Oulckdraw alltl 4MbRAM (bare minimum).
for more details CQOtact l etraset on 071 928 341 1,

Ease or use
Easier thlo tile leal lhlng - "0 dirty
brushesl

MAC,"'ORM,\T Ki\Tf'G

Features 189%1
Every malerial. bIIt there's no WlItercoloor
aoo too few brushes. n'saIo¥tty place to wait, though.

Val ue for money 193%1
The besllliIs ol Piinttrlor ~ quarter of the

uccumemauen
full colour aoo the besl tutorials of any
palot IlfOOlllm.
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Where to get them
Fraclal Design Paillfn" 2.0= £325, Frac·
tal P/lint" X2 costs £99. Fractal SkndItr 1.0
costS £69. For more details contact Letraser
on 07 1 928)4 11.

16 bits (65,000 leve ls) of roklur. In most wa)'$,
though. SkndI" is more like Paillr.tr" in opera­
lion, If you wam to compare DQbbkr with o ther
Natura l Media progranu, check out pan two of
,\1AcFOltMAT's Natural Media series OD page 32.

At 61'SI,. Dabbf" seems like a program for kids
and complete novices. Afte r a while. though.
you realise tha t it's good enough fo r anyone to
use - especially for sketching OUI ideas and
roughs. It's jusl like using the real media - be­
cause the range is limited you art fo rced 10 use
your imagina tion to get an effect. rathe r than
relying on tricks and gimmicks. The sketch pad
system is especially useful, beca use it keeps a
series of ideas together in an easily accessible
Iorm. w ith a urue modification of roolbox op­
eration and a few more tools. it would be un­
beatable. In Iact, for version 1.0, it's pretty trre­
Sislible as it is. UJ,..__.:c""'-'...

:-.~.V':C• -.,r.;••...._:-"""
~~.-~----_.

You c:an..a pboIogiapi'lll: ICan 011 _ pIDII ol1he sIIoCIlIlo<* wiIIIa bIal*,.
iboYe l101rJaL 1he sc:an l~ I 1 I IQT~ III IbtSblchpad-.ot thlI Tools
0.--), Thlsc:an be lIled .. a guide to1he pocture abcNe. HeR.lhtOlXJlPCUIOi ' ol
tlle sc:an _1Iled. butcololnnl dmils ... --...cl 10sUl1he rompo!......

move pictures to new pads
in this way). Pages can also
be tossed into the bin [with
a satisfying crumpling
noise). You can also change
one page into tradng paper
so that you can see the
image on the page below.
There's also a 'd oning" tool
this enables you to over­
pain t photos and other
d rawings with a medi um of
yocr cnoice.

Then: are some problems.
however; after all th is is
only version 1.0. Ocasion­
ally, even on a QlUdra 6 50.
seltcting a Dew tool seems
10 take aD age. and once or
twicr the screen became
corrupted and the Mac had
to be re-booted. In operation. the tWO nain
critidsms are the lad: of a transparent water­
colour brush and the Iimita tioD of just three
fixed -size brushes; both cou ld be easily over­
come, and with luck thty11be Improved In the
next version.

At £88. DQbbkr is aimed a t the hobbyist' s o r
kk1s' end of the market - although many pro·
fessionals could do worse than to give this
package a home. Unfonunately, however,
while the software may be cheap. the overall
OKt can only be reckoned if you tnd ude 'ex­
tras' like a fast machine. large hard drive, extra
memory (you need a ' rea l' 8Mb minimum ­
RAM Dollbl" is no use ~ not the 4Mb suggested
by Lerraset ) and if you wam to make the most
of Dabbf". you've really got to get a pressure
sensitive tablet ~ it's no t that cheap really.

Dabbler is an atmosr tota lly unique one-off.
No other software really compares, altho ugh
Skttehtr. a lso from pracrat Design, is in the same
prtce range. Like Dabblt r, Skttehtr Is designed to
work with less powerful machines by limiting
the number of colours displayed . Skrtcher works
in 8 bits (256 levels) of grey; Dabbltr wo rks in

As you WOfk. d lCtions can be ._dId to be played llICk
lats - .. eerie ~iellCe 1I tM1es. Untoo1unatetr thlI
Iiwlllings CIIVlOII be re--osed wilh diIlerenl tools, colours or
resoIuIionszs in PainItf. Jlo"e let, lht~ eome:s
COl .1pIett with agrm set ot reiICly-made~
IUIOriaIs IN!sed 011~Wailer Foster 'How To Draw' series.
This l:IUd be IIJe $WI ola _ ·Aetion-CIil>-Arr induslry1

and n s.lides OUI with an audible clunk 10 reveal
more icons for the fun ctions 11 conta ins. The
oWn rcclbcx contains a wide range of imple­
ments ind uding Pencils. Pens, Fe lt Pens,
Erasers. Chalk. Crayons, Oil Paint. an d True
Aidlrush; plus srencns. Fill. Fade, Blur, wetting
d1'eas and a very efficient Liquid Bru sh smear­
iDI tool. None of these have the control o r vart ­
ny 01 similar tools in Pa;lIl" (bUl let's jaoe u.
vsiDg "a im" can be a da unting task. especially
if you're only a casual dabbler ). Gradient and
mIour-square paleue sets. plus a bea utifu lly in ­
IUiliw rolour wheel are found in the CoIor
draWtt. and you'll discover dozens of paper
Imum in the Paper d rawer. AS with the Tool
DraWtt. ~ current colour and paper selection
mIWns on the from, so you can use them with
dw droiwer do$ed. (See 'Opening the toolbo.'
!ormore details.)

lIsin& the tools is completely natural with
lUIislic sound effects which. surprisingly. add
10 the uperience ra the r than beroming irrita t­
iD& 0IK'r the novelly has worn off. es one
IIIOUId eIpeCl. The irons a re very info rma tive
and the materials react juSt like the real th ing ­
rwlI when you 're using a mouse; with a pres­
AIn sensitive pen you can hardly believe It's
ItI!Iy a compu ter you 're using.

All dnwing actions can be recorded as you
tnake them. then played back later - ideal for a
rqJmove job or lo r recording tutoria ls. The
pida~ comes complete with a great set of
ready-made, step-by-step tu toria ls based on
some of the best drawing tutorials available , the
Waiter Foster ' How To Draw' series. ThiS makes
Dabbln ideal as part of an an educanona t sys­
lC'lll - and the best multimedia a rt ed ucation
pacbgc so fa rl

Another exceuem pan of the system is the
way the picture saving Is handled. Each image
is pan of a 12 page sketchbook which retains
whatever you paint . No saving or loading is re­
quired; just open a sketchbook and stan paint­
ing. If necessary. pages can be torn oil and
pinned to a board. therefore changing the o rder
of a pad (it would have been nice to be able 10

TlIIIU:'llbIr otor:aslclI'S on whidl you would wanllo uw
~ SI*'ifiIclIypogrJplly In a skett:htlOOk are QlOino 10
be pretty few IlllItar bIl\'6$ ', WI*:Il l5lorturWe, toAy' thlI
.... tlllc:Mt II!llougIIIJabbIIIr If\Illle$ you to I,IW~~

slInd i1l'OUl" sysIftIl. thlI tizI contnllls IimiIed to lhis sider
IlIl llIcb 1l:IIlIl 5iles. ThiJ _ lI\Il only _line ot tal

C:IlI be typed ala Wnl.



Tlte I'IOrITIaI 0,,. and sne diaIo(Iue baU's art lepiat:Id br'
~, more c:oIour1uI version. nMs isme.neu your
dliIdren liM alrNdy riYstered the I'IOrITIaIlIiaIogue bom, ill
lltidt case they may be trusbaled by lhiI litniWioll

So, if you draw a circle half covering a square.
you can' t move the circle out of the way to re­
veal the square underneath. It also means lhat
all the pictures will print at a low resolution.
whatever your printer type; still. considering
the target audience consists of children, thb
isn't too critical.

The program also includes a Sl icker tool
which is basically a collection of cute clip an.
Once your child has discovered this tool, you
can leave him. her or it (?) alone for an hour.
because It really is a huge amount of fun. Sekn
one of the 100 or so stickers, then simply d iet
10 place it on your screen. The suckers are aD
well presented in a lovely canoon style - some
are even animated. So, within no lime, your
child will be happily absorbed watching di·
nosaurs romping across the screen. (Well, Wt

cenainly were.j The other great thing aboutthe
stickers is that although lhey are low resolution

AI,· • .

Ma" is always
aVllllable to tell )'011

whillltle nrlous
___ tools actually 00

,"•.'••.....

Prllll Till: qUICk
and easy prinUng
lor eager children.

-

---- - 'Tranllorm Tools: enlarge, reduce,
rutate 01 just sqclsh your pk;lure

3D Tooll : enables y{)u to
add pen;pective by
creating aVlInishlng point.

I

J

PAINTING SCREEN

plenty more. Shapes like rectangles, squa res.
circles and triangles are a doodl e, and there are
even some more sophisticated roots such as
pastels. crayons and chalk.

All the drawing is done on a bitmap layer.

If you know a child who's desperate to draw on
your Mac, get a graphics package quick - that, or
risk finding crayon all over your monitor.

Producing cartoons is maoe very easy as MaOOlt leids you Illrough the process step-by-step with gllides thatdon~ allow)'GU
to 00 wrong. The program wiI MII sUO\ItSt jokes, sudt as the one aboYlI, but I'm sure most c!liklll!fl know eener ones.

--

O.l.te TDob:
vacuum up
y{)ur mistakes

UIlll•.
I

Tut lOClI: with some
really Oreal special
enects.

FINE ARTIST'S MAIN

Soulld Tool: or should that be noise
tool?Kids~~_"_,,~,~,,~,_"_",,;;,;,,__u_WI"
Illis one. -

.......: c:Iicll on ---I
lIflI 01 hse to
seIed acolour fat
lIf1 01 thII tools.

SlIcnra: bound to be a lavoo rhe,--,
These are clip art pICtures, some ~

•.,<,,,,, ,"I~'" I I I
flU Tool: colour In your l
plcturt. Tlils /\as 8flOUOh
QI)tiOnS 10 $l1I$f'11tle most
de~ing child

...1lIl Till: df1lw _ .....
lines. fICtaflgles,
Circles, webs. tram
tracks, jus! about

'"""'"-

I
f Ih~r~'s one thing that kids love to do on
a computer, ifs draw - or rathe r scribble:.
Instant colour and the ability to correct
mislall:n make il appealing even to young

children. If you plan to keep their auenuon lor
longer than the average innings of an England
tail-end cnckerer. though, there has to be
something more - and that something is Iun.
Kid Fix succeeded in providing Ihis. bUl now it
has serious ccmpeuuon from FilK Anist - the
sister program to Microsoft's Cr?Qliw Wrira
(MACFOIlMAT 10 : 90% ). Aim~ at the: same 8 to
14 yur old age group. u has an identical easy­
to-use graphical interfaa with no pull-down
menus - a lthough there: is a secret key com bi­
nation which brings up some: menus lor adults.

The insta llation process is simple: enough.
even for an 8 year old - but let's be honest
here. a rc: you really going 10 ICI a chi ld install a
program on your Mac? I think n01.

Right from the start, a character caned
M~e is on hand to offtr genuinely useful
help. He'll soon guide' you to his house. which
is dividtd into four floors, each of which repre ­
senrs a different pan of the program. The heart
of Fine Artis./ is the painting studio, where you
can create your own pictures. Here you have a
full range of brush sues and shapes, as well as
many more fun toots designed to dra w railway
tracks, roads, faces, trees. spiders' webs and

4 8



tJsang the FIllOOl \'011 can~ your I'I'lJSlef'PIeC
wiIll any sIQs Of~ems \'011 desin!

S*:t iIOlIlI.- stIdla'. ..,.. ** iIIId wIIIl! or IUlIy
coIouI1Id ,JlllI pltc:t • 01\ the bDQIOlIIIId.

PrlcfI: uJldtr £50.
Aequ lrei ; System6,0.7 or eter and 10Mbolllard disk
space. Black and white machines requi re 2Mb of RAM,
while colour madlinei need 4Mb.
for molll dewls CO!Ilac1 Microsoft 00 0734 270001.

Ease of use
Great on·screen helpand 00 pull-Oown
~~.

...AC"O.......T. tSSUIl Ill_ AUGu,"" I~
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Features 19 0 %I
[ ¥efYlIWlg neetled to enlh~ cIliIdren - and
keep them out at \'OIIr hair.

Va lue Ior mone)'
~wtj(:ft~OCQ_~

IIas to be 000d value.

Educa tional vatue
EncouI'i(llS iIrtistic flair and helps IActl-

Documentation
AbtIIIlnstJllIlion manuJI and not alot....

with mo re features; this is reflected by the
older age range which Microsoft SU8llested.
And a ltho ugh Kid Fix is slightly cheaper. you 'd
n('ed to buy the Kid Fix QJmpl1n;on program in
o rde r 10 get a slide show facility. Ch ildren
un der eigh t will love Kid Fix, but for olde r ch il­
dren, Fine Artut would make a very welcom e
present indeed. !i),....A ,J;',,~h

PlIIBlilll SttIdIo
Al;:l;m; 10 the first IIoOf Is ...
iIIl eIeYator - Of there's a
firelTlJl1's pole it YOU'I1I fI10fI
adYentorous.. Here \'011" find J
delightlul painting studio.

....., ... a.1ltry
On enlemg the house. you"
be drJwl\ ifIto the sp·cious
lobby. This givesae:teSS to the
GiIllery, whenlthe.....
.domed wi\ll preYiousIy
autlId pidures.

A MASTERPIECE IN MINUTES

SeIett , UId<er!of the bDQIOIJId Inlm J dloa 01
sc:enes in the SiIIllI'" r • CIftllOII s!)'Ie

Use 1he~ tools 10enliIrve, $hID Of rotJlt
\'OIIr cllaracter la fit 01\ the background

: ,,:
: :::

Systems Ana lyst and me el«1ric cucumber.
Once your child has produced enough an ,

why nOt put lt togethe r in a slide show? That
wa y you can get your own back on the neigh­
bours who insiSt on showing you umpteen
snaps of their last trip to Norfolk. It ma y not be
as sophisticated as Aldus Pt l'fuas;on, but the op­
tions a rc, nevertheless. quite lmpresstve. Plc­
lures can change by a dozen different sliding
methods; you can add sounds between pie­
lu res; you can even co ntrol how quickly they
change. This feature alone will inspire your off·
sprtng to produce mountains of work and keep
the m glued to the scree n.

nneArtisn ma in competit ion is lhe excellent
Kid Fix, which already ha s a strong fo llowing.
Fine Artist is a slightly more advanced program

Pre ject 'Ilorkshop

Painting Studio

Lobbo.l\GJl1efiJ

MACI'OKMA'" estate agents orrer yon a new property
This screen is avail ab le at any lime In Fine Anisl' lo enable you to visit all the program's
features. So 11'1 me take up my cl ipboard and show you a round th is very desirab le residence.

_.......
TlIe second lIoor OOllUins
Idities 10 crwe eomIe~
..sIcltsI\oIIs. MJl/lJiI wiI
laD _lronI McZet 10 show
I'OIIIIOU'ld the ptll\oe1), iIIId
gM )'OII lIP/JClciItionJI help
I'OIImay~.

llrIwI.. Trkb
...wI greet you in the
altit, wl1enI $M wil li1b you
lb'ougII , couple 01 delJilIId---

~ tl I , ART SPECLtCL , ~
(J /~~ . :» ~-L& .. ,L.!

pinures, they act like objt'CU - that Is, you can
lDtIVe them around whhout affecting what's
brhind them.

Once your budding anisl is rudy to prim,
simply didt on Ihe loa-Sler Icon (yes, that 'S right
- iI tOilster) and MeZt'e gu ides you lhrough the
process. ilvolding the need for the normal print
liiIIogue box. This program was obviously test­
td on ceudren because it won 't let you print
_ than ten copies 01a picture. Nice one!

SOunds can be aSJigned to stidters. so when
JIlU didr. on • pig, lo r example, it d.nces across
tbt screen going 'Moo.' /1don 't blow how r w
IIIfVMd jJr $D ""'9 ••,Mlcul IhtSl fralum in a
,qIUap«U~ - £d./ There's a lso. list 01 di­
leiIur sounds. which are great fun - although
botr Microsoft knows what • Dimorphodon
IOUTIdi like is beyond us - .nd it's led to wide­
lIftad sprnLlalion that the next version of
...."""'"" will futuTt't~-travelling.

With the text tool. you can pu t the words
iIlIo diffeTt'mly shapnl speech bubbles, al.
though lllOSl enjoyable of . 11 Is the W<1y you
CIll Slmch. bend and fit you r words into lun
~ TheTt" s atso • range of transformation
IOOls which enable you to shrink. enlarge. flip
or rceate stkkers, If . t any time you do make.
Illisuke, then salvation is o nly as far away as •
<id OIl the egg icon. which undoes your Last
iIetion. If you warn to de lete something, then
tbt vecuum cleaner has enough options to sat­
bfy anyone.

TM 3D tool is a little curious; it doesn 't qulte
lit in wilh the rest of Fint ArTist. It' s quite ad ­
nnttd and will probably only appeal to older
dlildren. You start by placing a vanishing poin!.
The program will then auto matically draw
ItIlde lines from anywhere on the screen to the
vanish.ing potm, enabling you to give depth to
your work.

One of lhe ben pans of Fint Artisl is the car­
toon designer. Ma8llie takes you by the hand,
ilod in no time you can produce a four frame
o ncon. Since most ca rtoo ns have the same
bickground, Fint Artisl enables you to copy a
bisic design from one frame to anot he r. Add in
your own cha racters or use the suckers. then
drop in the speech balloons. It'S eno rmo us fun
and if you can't think of a joke, don't worry,
Fint Artisl has a large selection from which you
can choose. Unfortunately. th ey seem 10 have
been taken from the Bumplf &xIk Of Very Weak
CJrillirtn 's Jow. bu t then I sUPlIOSe they
rouldn't really feature the one about the



Among Vis~prrfs options is the faci lity to change ee colour 0'any object. Here
I've changed glittering blue mountain streams Into lava tlows.

Visit the US. Oy over mountains. journey
to undiscovered planets and waste hours
and hours In front of your comput er with
virtual landscaping package Vlstapro.

V
istapro generated a lot of interest on
the Amiga when it appeared several
years ago . Now that it is available for
the Mac you can see for yourself why

it is so popular. Vis/apro draws three dimension­
al landscapes. Tha t 's it. No th ing else. 11 may
sound like it has the same short-lived appeal as
Kylie Minogue , but in fact it's more of a Cliff
Richard - it lasts for ages. a ltho ugh no-one is
quite sure why.

You can use the pictures created with
Vis/apm in an art package, but the mai n pur­
pose of the program is fun. And while at first
glance the idea of creating landscapes may
seem a touch dull, you are quickly drawn in
and hooked by the beauty of the images it is
possible to create.

There are two types o f landscapes that you
can draw: randomly generated wo rlds and
about 20 real-li fe locations. which are supplied
with Vis/ap ro. You start with an overview of
your selected location, and your fi rst job is to
decide how you would like 10 view it. The pro­
gram accurately likens the process to taking a
photograph. You place the camera anywhere
on the map and select which w ay to point it.
The camera can be at any height and angle you
want, and has a zoom Iadllty. When you think

you have a good photo lined up,
one click of the mouse will ren­
der (draw) the scene.

A fu lly detailed rendering can
take hours to complete, so you
will want 10 use a low resolution
setting a t first 10 check if things
a re lined up correctly. lI's easy
to adjust the camera for that
pe rfect angle. and. when you
have got it, select the bet te r
q uality settings and re- render. When the com­
puter fi nishes a rendering it gives a beep. which
is handy if you're in the kitchen making tea at
the time. Once finished, the ptctures can be
saved in PICT format. so you can load them
into your favourite art program for fu rt he r fun.

This alone is very satisfying - it offers a type
of pleasure that must be very similar to that felt
by an artist capturing a landscape on canvas.
However. the fun really starts as you play with
all the options. Everyth ing is de finable. down
to which type of tree you would like. About the
only th ing you can't alter is the species of grass.
You can have a n ight scene with stars shining
in the firmament. or a clouded misty day.

Trees add a lovely fin ishing touch to your
world. but they do take a long time to draw,

particularly if you elect to have three dlmen­
slouallcaves and te xtured bark. Want beautiful
autumn colours? Then bring up the colour
palette and use the standard Macintosh Colour
Picker 10 alter your trees to russets and golden
yellows. You can change the colour of anything
in your wo rld, so why not have a purple land­
scape with pink cliffs, chocolate rive rs and or­
ange cacti? Well. because it would look horri­
ble. but at least you can sleep at night knowing
that you could have them if you ever want ed.

For maximum effect there is a panoramic
option. This creates three separate views from
the same camera location. These can be subse­
quently displayed on three monitors angled at
90° to each other, greatly increasing the angle
of view. The only drawback. of course, will be

'And lor my one book. Sue, l would lau
an MS·DOS manual to keep me laughing
Ituoughout those long lonely nights '

As you paddle towardS the shore. you can
see the palms waving gentt,r In the breeze
~ all looks very InvolOg, doeSl111t?

ISLAND DISKDESERT

And tll15 is what ~ woul4l00k like if yQlj
were drtltlng towaros ~ onyour ralt But
where are the trees Iordered?

M ACFORMAT' I s su l! 1 5 ' A UGU ST 1994

50

Take one randomly gel)trated landscape.
then add sea. waves and palm trees to
create your own island paradise
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Set lhI lMllO w!licIIlhI sea
wiI rise., llootllhl land.

Zoom In on the map!(l(
orUle+" accurxy.

Plact the allhude below which
the/I won1 beany snow.

Select I smd ara et 1111 map
10 render !of oralei' speed.

Place the aMlIdt aboVe whlt;h
lhere won 't be any uees.

MAC..o.. ....T. I••u. ts . AUGU.T HIM

M A C FORMAT RATI NG

Value for money
ExpensIye al ltil recommended prtr.:e.
bullt 's1ree\ prlge' lI'sgood value.

Features
l~ibI'1det*J options wticII wI
~1l¥lNI.

Documentation
WellIIld out. hIlIlIbout ItiI~

Price: £1 19,95.
Requires: acolour Mac fIlMing System 7. wIlh It leasl
4Mb et IrM RAM.
for more delaiIs conlxt MerIdian Software on 081 S43
".,.

VISTA PRO~

Terraformlng tools
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Ease of use
Vert good use et ItiI Mac int8ltace.

grabs you in much Ihe same way as an addic­
tive game. albeit a rather expensive game. Sev­
eral software compa nies a lready use this pro,
gram 10 produ ce backgrounds fo r lhe ir own
programs, and anyone with a professional use
for Vistapro will not be let down by its power
and versatllltv. Qk,.J,.Jmif;'

~ "f ART SPECIAL ' ..
U' j .L.J . : • ~ -...6"..!. ~ , .&- ~

R,IId'"", DptIOIII
Clidl on ltKS Dullon to
..-1IIlI ou*Y d
IIlIaUI you -*I",
wllII adDIlII d bIInd5
s/ldlQ _ wrrurl$.

CaIOllr hlltll
From '*'you can SIIIcl
Ius/l green !ie*ls 01'--""""IIMS wiltl autOO'llllllllS
01' buubfuII red U'ISelS.

Buy AMERICA

Th~ American creator ol VisI4Pru, Vlnual
Reality Laboratories. s-ells extra diSks eon ­
ulnlng more real life landscapes. bUI, as
you 've probably guessed. they arc all
Amcrian. In feet , mosI seem 10cover areas
iUoUnd California. w here the rom~y's of­
fices arc based. However, Brillsh company
Confluence producn three data diSKS of our
ow n great nanen, wlrh more landscapes to
come. We w ill be reviewing these In a fu­
ture Issue and hope to give you a Ireal on
the MACFORMAT cover CD. Meanwhile Con'
f1uence can be reached on 09} 875266.

langu age, which is very slmllar to any scripting
langu age and has commands such as camera­
XYZ 1253. 2098, 116) to set the postuon of
the camera. The main purpose of these scripts
Is 10 crea te movies. You can write out a list or
posmons for the camera. taking a snapshot at
each localion. Ihen save the whole sequence as
a QuickTimt movie. When played back. this
gives the appearance 01 smoolhly flying over
your world. At lop-quality rendering, this
would take a long ume... a very long lime ­
I'm talking leaving your Mac ru nning while
you spend two weeks in the South 01 Prance.

Afte r much head-scratchjng, I II nally discov­
ered thal scripl.$ canIl()l be created in Vis14pro it­
s-ell; ifiSlead you will need 10 use a separate
word processor and o poo your list of ccm­
mands as a tut file. Since Visrapro COI lS all of
your spare RAM, Ihis usually emajls quilling
Visrapro and opening the word processor every
lime you make a small change to your script.

A much more cyn ical person lhan myself
mlghl suspect that lhe reason scriplSare so fid­
dly is 10 u ma lise you imo buying an extra pro­
gram called MaktPalh Flight Dirtclor, which is a
more advanced way to create movies that sim­
utete a plane fl ying across you r landscape or a
veh icle d riving over it. For th ose who get rea lly
hook ed, th ere is another program called Vii/a·
Morph which. well. morphs vistas. really. A bar­
ren parched desen can transform slowly into a
green and pleasant land, or a mounlaln can be
made 10 rise OUl 01the sea. 801h of these prod­
ues will be available soon on the Mac. and cost
around £40 each on the PC.

Don'l let a couple 01 quibbles pUI you off.
though. Vis.rapro is a wonderfu l program that

-•- '

"...Pitt 1111 5llII _lye- d
trees you -*like to
(:l;Ml' your lliiid:s<CiO,
Irom a dDIlII d 1IIm,
oaks. jlIIIm 01' CKIl.

Controls for creation..,..... .,.can
__"'~$ilII

. ...01 ctoucIs.,.all_ product a
_ _ _ D1;

The manual is well laid our. although there are
one or lWO toaccuraces, but my main corn­
pIIlnl Is lhal h Is In black and white , This gives
yoo the same feel ing as listening to the /8 /2
Q\ofrJII'" recorded In mono - a bit of a let-down,
really. AnOlher problem is the chapte r on
ICripting (or macros 1I you prele r), which is en­
tirely inadequate. Vwpro has its own scripling

fillding a Mac wllh IWO extra monnor porlS.
SliU.It 's a good Idea.

On the subjecr or hardware requirements,
il'$ lime 10 menncn a few of the drawbacks
";llt Vutapro. 11will run quite happily on an LC
6/40 whh a 12·inch colour monitor. but you 'll
k llmired in WMl you can do. To draw Large r
pi(tUl"tS requires more memory. and you will
ami alleaSl 8Mb of RAM 10 get lhe besl OUI of
lhis program. People who are planning 10 us-e 11
professionally should bear in mind lhat a huge
picl urt' in millions 01 colours requi res no Icss
!bin 7SMbof RAM I

Tbe DelIt problem is speed. Drawing a small
... q\Wity Image wilh rrees look up 10 half an
Iloar 01\ a top-end Mac. La~ picturn on slow­
er lJIIChines need to be Iclt overnight. but at
lf$ !he' results are wonh it. For any smug
ptOpIe OUt there wilh PowerMacs. be warned ­
IItbough Vis/ilpTD is installed eamy and ru ns at
• ¥try respectable speed. it will nOl: save prop­
my. which makes u useless. You will have 10
..ail lor Ihe natlve PowerMac version. w hich Is
bring written al the moment. This is good news
- Vistapro Is exaClly me soo of applicalion Ihal
needs lite power of a RISC processor.

D..... o ...n 0'_'- - - -

Lamentable overture



WIN WITH MACFORMAT !

rawin

in a

A graphics tablet can revolutionise the way you use your Mac and make
computer art as easy as drawing on a piece of paper. Here's your chance to

win one of three A4 DrawlngSlates from CalComp, worth £580 each!

I
I the Mad ntosh is the computer for people who hate computing
and just want to get on with being prod uctive, then a graphics
tablet is the perfect input devtce for people who can't be bothered
with keyboards and JUSt want to get on with being creative . The

CaIComp Drawi ngSlate is pa n icularly sim ple to set up, dead easy to use
and ve ry ljghtweight, being only 5mm thick. so you ca n even rest it on
your knees like a ccnvenuonal drawing board. Plug il in, lnstall the son­
ware in a minute, and working on your Mac will never be the same.

Using the srylus is more natu ral than trying to trace shapes wi th a
mouse, bu t you ca n use the tablet with any software

. . ....... ,~ that supports a mouse, includi ng games. What's
:. more, the two stylus buttons are fully pro-

grammable. so you have the option of
setti ng them for all sons of com­

mands, not just mouse­
clicks, and the tip is pres­
sure-sens itive, so if you
have a dedicated an

package such as Pain/a you
can draw Just as you would with

chalk. charcoal or pa intbrush .
CalComp has ge nerously donated three A4

Drawingglares. each worth £580, and all yo u have

below - correctly, tha t is. Send us your answers on a postcard
or the back of a stuck-do wn envelope (nothing inside). Employees

of Future Publishing. CalComp and associa ted compa nies, and their fami­
lies, are not eligible to enter (and perek says ' I do recogn ise your hand­
writing. Mum, so stop it' ). No multiple entries are allowed, unless they're
engraved on a piece of sla te the sbe and shape of a tloppy disk. Please
sla te if yo u don' t want your name added to a mailing list. The editor's
decision is final. and the closing date is Friday 12 August.

~C8IComp

·V C8IComp

~C8IComp

·VC8IComp

1. Which company makes the
DrawlngS fate graphics tablet?
(a) Microsoft
(b) CalComp
(e) Spud-U-Uke

3, How many buucns does rhe
Draw lngSlale 's s tylus have?
(a) 2, fu lly programmable
(b) I, bur il·s ve ry ve rsa tile
(c) 21

2. The Drawing'Slate is easy 10
rest on yow knees because it is
very !ighl. How thick is the
DrawingSlat e?
(a) 15mm
(b) 5mm
(e) Aboul as th ick as a short

plank
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If you get s tuck with any of
these challenging q uestions,
jus( check the teltt above for the
odd clue. such as the answer.
Then send yow ent ry to:
'CalComp COmp·, MACFORMAT.
}OMonmouth Strefl. 8ath.
Avon 8AI 2BW.
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this clip art Image
depicts a cutaway
view of the earth's
laym clearly and
aCl;8Ssibly .

something per­
sonally embar-
rassing . Many
people will talk to
you about thei r operations, or their love-liver
or their secret vices ~ but only if you keep their
identity secret. So you can't expect 10 illustral!
the article w ith their picture.

You could use a picture of someone else en­
ti rely - any old market trader. But your n:alkn
will assume tha t that person has been doing tile
deed in question. You will have opened your.
self up 10 an action for libel. There are also ce­
castons where there are legal constraints 00

you identifying a person - if you are writill!
about children involved in crime, for instance.

There are ways round this if you insist 00

using photography: you can leave Out the per­
son's face; or you can use models, make them
sign something to say they won 't sue you, and
label the picture 'posed by models'. But you
might be better off getting someone -ro do an
illustration without identifiable people in it,

On other occasions, often you wj U very
much want the person to be identified. but you
will wa nt a picture with a strong attitude. A
caricature or illustrated port rait is often I

stronger approach than using a photograph.
The very best photographers can capture a per­
son 's character, but they cannot usually plece
them into a context or exaggera te certain as'
peers of their appearance with the freedom
enjoyed by a skilled caricaturist. A caricature
signals 10 your readers tha t now they are going
to read something with a slightly different,
more irreverent a ttitude.

One of the advantages of illustration is that it
can express a view or encapsulate a mood,
making it ideal to accompany emotional mater­
ial. If you look at women's magazines, you will
see illustra tions used on stories of the 'I lov{
him but he doesn 't love me' or ' I can't get OD
with my m other" variety, where the individuab
in the story are not the point but the emotions
are. A sensitive illustrator can fi nd a visual
image which connects with the w ritten maren­
al and reinforces it.

Another use for illustration is to depia

The first thing to say is that illustra tions a lwa ys
look softer, more informal and less immediate
than photographs. For instance, take a look at
a ll the recent D-Day featu res and supplements.
Most have used photographs. Others ha ve
opted for artists' impressions and, it has 10 be
said. tha t these have a distancing effect. The ef­
fect is 10 make these factual mauers take on a
slightly unreal air. You may recall the various
attempts to show what went on during the

Falklands War and the
Gulf War. which suffered
from the same problem.

Fictional material is
naturally one of the main
places where you may
want to use illustration
rather than photography.
The fiction may have a
real selling, of course,
which you could photo­
graph. But it won' t, al­
most by defi nition, have
real people. An alte rn a­
tive to illustration is to
use models or volun teers
playing the pa rts. but
then your finely-crafted
short Story will look like a
Photo-Low page.

A much more common
situation than fiction is
where you are trying to
preserve someone's anon­
ymity. A classic example
would be an account of.
say, the tricks used by
shoplifters or dodgy mar­
ket traders. The same
applies to stories about

this cartoon 01 John Major by
Martin Aowson places the f'M 'ar
more strongly In context tnan I
photograph coul<l ever <10 ,

When to use illustrations

(including cartoons and caricatures) and infor­
mation graphics. lllust ratlons are there to give
visual appeal to a page, 1() express an attitude
or crea te a mood. Informa tion graphics. like
diagrams. maps. charts and graphs, depict some
specific facts in a way tha t words never could.

~_-"-P~R~ES E NTAT ION
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T
here's only one thing worse than
having no illustration s in your news­
lette r or small publication, and that's
having muddy. indistinct and poorly

reproduced photographs. Last issue we consid­
ered how (0 select and use photos. but they're
not the only way of bringing visual materia l
imo your publication. In fact, if your method of
reproduction involves photocopying or cheap
laser priming. then the chances are that photos
aren't going to work particularly well. You
should, therefore, be cons ide ring alternative
methods of illustration - and there are plenty of
them. Before the photograph became domi­
nant, illustrations were the norm - and there
are still occasions when non-photographic art ­
work is the best approach.

For th e sake of convenience, let' s make an
arbitrary distinction here, between illustrations

Most professional publications rely heavily
on photographs , but photos aren't always
the Ideal choice for illustrations If you're
producing a small publication on your Mac...
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PhologI3jlhy Is nollllowlcl ln COUI1, so A.tsb.lions, sutlI as
1llis ona 0/., ~._~ 1l)oslatIltf,.. lIlt ~re:aI~

your background is in words. your natural in ­
clination will be (0 write something and then
find something vi~ml to accompany the words.
But you should always Slop and think to your­
sd i: would a gra phic explain Ih is more simply?

Graphs and mans are a very useful way 01
dealing wilh comparisons between figures - lo r
inSlanCC'. rising profi ts or falling numbers 01
emprovees. BUI Ihey need 10 be instantly read­
able . As soon a~ you r readers have to sta rt
seudylng the labels and scales. the point is lost.
On the othe r hand. you mU~1 make sure all
tha t ~lU ff i~ done accurately for those who want
to look into it more d oselv.

The firsl step I~ to decide exactly what you
want to communicate. A bar chart compares
qua ntities. SomelJme~ lt ~how~ how they
change over time. A line chart does that job.
but always looks more dramatic: we have all
seen mose ca rtoo ns where the profit line drops
down. off lhe end 01 the cha rt and down lhe
wall. Technically. than a misuse: scientists and
~lati~tidan~ will lell you that line chart~ should
only be used for continually changing quanti ­
ties where every point on the slope accurately
represents the Stale of play at that moment.
Where discrete amounts of money appear at
different umes. Ihe bar man is the correct thing
to use. And yet. I would always use the line
chart, beca use it ha'S much greater impact.

A third common type Is the area chan. In
which different values are shown by comparing
dlfferem areas 01the same shape. or by dividing
a single shape proportionately. The classic ex­
ample i~ Ihe pie chin: you use this lo r depic­
ting propor nons of a whole. for Instance the
different a~pectS of a person'~ ~pending.

wlth all these charts. the 5C'CTC1 is simplidty.
If you are doing a line ctian ~howing rising av ­
erage income. you can easily put in several
lines to ~how dffferem ccunmes. Thai does nOI
over-compncete. because you are only using
one upward (or Y·axi~) scale. But you mighl be

la be ccnstdered. You could run a lengthy piece
of prose o n each one. <enumerating the good
and bad pctms. But you 'd do beuer 10 draw up
a simple tabll:', wilh the names of the cinemas
down the side and the v..noU! up«ls you all:
judging across the lOp. Then you'd give each
e nema marks out of ten, o r slars. in each
category. The simplest integrated ~g<' or
spll:ad$httl program will do nttlknt tables or
you can do it with labs.

This may not allow lor the most subtle
judgements aboul things. bu t it works. If you
warn more subtle judgements than the srar sys­
tem allows, you can always run a little prose
commentary as well.

Another area w here the information graphic
Is essential is when:: the essence of the SIOry is
visual or spatial. Maps are the obvious exam­
pre. Il would take several thousand words IQ
expla in. say. the route taken by the 8r[510110
Bath cvdepath. A map does it insta nl1y.

Processes and sequences of events are often
d ifficu lt to describe verbally. A series of draw­
ings. a flow chart or a cartoon strip can
often make lh~ much ~impler. The
c1a~sic example is instructional
material. How wo uld you explain 10
someone how to do up a bow- tie? A
SC'ri~ 01diagrams is th e besl way.

The same goes lo r things which cannot be
phOlOg ra phed - for in~lanCC'. processn which
happen too qukily. which are 100 small. or
which wc an only IhC'OriSC' abou t. A diagram
can show rhe first micro -S«'Onds 01 an aromje
explosion. or how viruses allack cells. o r what
happens inside the sun. They an also gi~'e an
Instant SC'llSC' of scale, il you simply show Ihe
objC"Cl in quesucn alongside scmethlng familiar.
You'll recan those pictu res showing a bronto­
saurus towering over a London bus. or lhe
early microchips alongside th e head of a pin .

Abstract subjects also demand lllustratlon ­
lhe fonnula lhal defines a Mande lbrot SC'I , lor
instance. is much less clear (and mu ch less in­
teresting! ) Ihan an ulcsrrauon . This I ~ pantco­
larly true of techn ical material - how a com­
plex piece of equiprnem ftrs toget her. say, is
much better explained by an exploded drawing

o r se ries of diagrams rathe r than page
after page of redtous description (and
in \h i~ case, colour and composition
can make matters far clearer than
mere photos could eve r hope 10do).

Yo ur task as an editor is 10 fi nd the
righ t fonn lor yo ur info nnation. If

stlowinll l picture ot tills Irchilllcturally reuowlIId buM"", is
I dIlm slgIlt easle11lwllrylng to remember lis Jlilll'll...

lhings lhat cannot be photographed. That may
be because, for instance, cameras a re not
~ lIowed. We have all seen those drea ry lllus­
trauons lhal lhey use on Nt"'N$ At TtIl when
thty are repon ing o n a coun case: no phorog­
raphy is permitted In~lde Brilish coun~, Nor I~ 11
in Parliamen t, alt hough it is feasible to d igil ise
ima8tS from the television screen these days.

Another SC't 01 things which can' t be phOIO­
p3plled are those which don' t exist yet - for
instance, new buildings. which arc shown as
m:bi1C"ClS' drawings or models. Sometimes
pbotography isn't practical. those Gulf War
ilustrations of Tornado bombers unde r attack.
rome under this heading.

Information graphics

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ --J,. ..--_ -'Pc..:;,R E S E N T A T I O N

lJtformalion gr,phics arc those visuals which
.m there becauSC' they are the best w'y 01 ex­
plIining something. Included in this catC'gory
ut all the cha rts, graph~. maps, di,gr,m~, and
griphics of the son wc now see in our news­
papers. The grear majority of these a re pro­
duced on Macs using programs such as Adobe
l/1J4triJtor. PhOIMhop and lhe like .

To take the simplest first: tables . Say you are
{'Ql11 parillg hall a dozen lase r p rint ers or
enemas. and each one has half a dozen aspe cts

These~-genenlled fnctal mages IflI ., "C IS 1\
IQ'IIPlI 0/ 'olljIcts' lhal can' be photographed (blIcallSfl, If ,
IIIy're tIOI till) and arllhtfelore btSl <ltpicted by I piclure.



fru it 24.5%

,--- - - grll'ly 6.7%

imag inar y fi rm's p rofi ts for 1993f4. You can
see a t a g lance w hich areas made up the
la rges t percentage of the company's profi ts ­
meat is obviously a good a rea 10 ge t in to.

Hattersle y d ressed as Quee n Victoria riding
a pennv-far rhing o ver Waterloo Bridge' ),
w hile others w ill not. Gel around this by
ask ing for roug hs, sketches of two or three
ideas . When you both agree on the righ t
a pp roach, the y ca n turn the ro ugh into a fin­
ished d ra w ing .

Of course, befo re they ge t to tha t stage
you ha ve to te ll them a cou p le o f th ings. The
fi rst is the si ze and shape of the ho le you \
want their d raw ing to occupy. Although
many antsts w ork m uch larger and then
have the ir w ork red uced to fi t, they need 10
to kno w Ihe correct proport ions - there's no
poin t In gett ing a sq uare draw ing when you
need to fill a tall, thin ga p. What's m ore, a
pictu re fu ll o f int r icate de tail ma y w e ll look
supe rb o n an A) sheet o f cartridge paper,
bur it will look li ke nothing at a ll whe n it Is
re p roduced a t the s ize of a postage stamp.

AI the same time, yo u need to be aware
tha t dealing w il h ill ustrations is not like
dea li ng w ith p hotographs, where cropping
is usuall y acce ptab le . Drawings and other
a rtwork are the shape the y Me: cropp ing is
much frow ned u pon.

Artists a lso need thorough briefi ng o n the
w ords that their illustrat ions are to accom­
pany. tt's up to you whet her you gi ve them
the actua l copy or j ust communicate the g ist.
The d isadvantage of giving the m the copy is
tha t they may get hung u p o n a s ingle pass­
ing phrase and m iss the main thrust (though
you can weed that OUl at the rough stage) .
Bu t if you don' t g ive them the copy, your
b riefing has to be very tho rough.

UP THE PIE

SL.Y M A N ' S PIES

1993/4 proOts
cream 20.2%crust

14.7%

DIVIDING

Graphs and char ts Me in variably the best
option when n comes 10 ill ust ratin g s ta tis­
tics . In this part icular case. a pi e cha rl has
been chose n 10 sho w a breakdown of an

•
There a re as many styles of ill ustration as part icular ly in ca rtoons .
the re a re illustrators, ra ng ing fro m water- A much more versatile source of free lllus-
cotou rtsu and oi l pain te rs at one end of the uanve materia l is real d ip art, the stuff that
spectrum, th rough pen-a nd -ink carroontsrs comes in books. There is vastly mo re cho ice
and caricaturists to comp uter art is ts ava ilab le in non-copyright illustration if you
w restli ng with Illustrator and the like at the take il from primed sources and scan it in
othe r. How do you get what you want? yourself. Dove r Books of covenr Garde n in

Frankly, if you are prod ucing a small pub- London (071 836 2111) has a vas t selecrlon.
Hearten with your Mac, ycu'Il be luck y to o r you could look fo r them at your local
have m uch choice. Many people can wri te bookshop . Again, Ihe ke y is to use it s par-
serv iceab le prose. Far fewe r can do accept- ingly, so that using a Victor ian e ngra ving 10
a b le il lustrations. Ha lfw ay com peten t ca r- Illustrate an arncle on com puters comes as
tocnlsts, for example, a re exceptio na ll y d im - an am us in g surprise rather than a pre-
cu ll 10 find . For publishablc q uality, yo u dlcta bl e gambit.
may have to pay rea l publishers' rates. Clip art is, how ever, not a patch o n o rig i-

Then , of course, the re's ~E/~~;~~~~"~al work you have comm iss ioned yourselfd ip Mt. Thi s has the to fit your particular req uirem en t. So
virt ue o f conve n ie nce: you w o uld do w ell 10 mas ter the
you can use it in any co mmiss io n ing process .
way you li ke with- Professional artists w ill have a
OUl having 10 'port fol io', a file fu ll of examples
worry about e ithe r of their work in di ffere nt con-
copyright or the te xts . Encourage your volun teer
artist's ego. Un- Illustrators to show you a se lec-
fortunat ely. it al- non of their w ork. Make a no te of
ways seems to both the ir sty le and their range.
me to have that You will need to know w hether
clip an look the y generated their own ideas or
abo ut it. Cli p art w ere following an exact br ief. Ask
libraries tend to how fas t the y ca n w ork . Can Ihe y
fa vour a certa in supply ready-to-use images o n d isk?
rather b land, o ld If yo u ask someo ne to do some
fashioned sly le, work for yo u, b rie fi ng is esse n tial.
Clip an is a good source or There is a certa in de licacy in-
Ine:<penslve il lustrlllive matenat Used volved. Some artists w ill take
sparingly, it can be surprisingly etlective. k indly to your suggestions ('I'd like Roy

tempted to show two aspects that change over
time - say average income and cost of living.
These two would need two separate scales,
which you can accommodate by showing one
on the right and one on the left , BUI if you do
that you must forget about showing more than
one country.

Once you have decided on what quantities
your chart can legitimately show, you can work
on making it look good. But you should beware
of using the graphs exactly as they come OUl of
ClarlsWorks o r Impart or w ha tever you are
using. They'll look like everybody else's. One
way of enhancing your own graphs is to use
pictograms in place of the normal graph ele­
ments, but agai n, avoid cliches. You could use a
(J coin lor your pie chart of personal spending,
or national flags as the elements in your bar
chart of comparative GDPs. Better 10 think 01
something new. (More on charts. page 58.)

Because the best graphics look nice and sim­
ple on the page, the a moun t of work they re­
qu ire should not be underestimated . tf you are
doing a plan 01 a school. showing w he re the in­
truder entered. w he re he took the children
hostage, whe re the police marksmen entered,
and where the fina l gun bailie took place. this
all takes as much research and time as a
lengthy feature article. Allow enough lime in
your schedules for the job 10 be done properly
- and enough money in your budget to pay a
lair price lor it whe n It is. /!O!m..,flQ..,.,:W
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Once you've arranged the data into th e correc
format and chosen to produce a chart, the ap­
plication will produce a dialogue box which
contains a number of options for you to cheese
from. In Ihe case of aamwora, there are five
separate sets of options (see Figure I).

The most important of these is the first one,
called 'Gallery' . This is used 10 select the type of
chart. ClarisWorks offers 12 types, each with its
own options - not all of which can be used
here. Initially, we will choose the simplest type
(a bar chart ), and discuss how to create tha!.
Later, other types will a lso be presented, while
in the 'Jargon gusters' box we will touch on
the remaining types. With bar charts, there are
various opt ions that can be selected (likr

Making the chart

stand w hat th e application is going to do with
it. So, w hen you create a chart , the data 101
each video recorder type should be presented in
the same way (that is. an the data for YHS
recorders should be shown in the same colour).
Therefore, we must put all the data in the samr
column or row. (Usually you can organise your
data into either columns or TOWS, but here wel
stick to columns.] If the name of the data, ill
thi s case 'VHS'. is placed a t the lOP of the col·
umn. th e sprcedsheer can Ihen use that to
identify the pan of the chart that relates 10 VHS
recorders. Data should , therefore, be arranged
in columns with the name of the data at tilt
top. Working down the column, each numbc1
wiII represent sales in a particular year. llthr
year numbers are put in a column at the left
hand side, the spreadshecr application can use
that to label th e chart.

Figure 1 WI\ef1 drawing a chart. roor screaosteet will
present you with a number 0' cpnoes. ClatisWorb pflMdes
live separate groups, each with its own set 01 sub-optioos,
Hers, Gllllry gives access to the various graph formats.

•

The data
The data we are going to use in this article is
nor 01 great importance, and ha s, in Iact. been
made up. The numbers are intended to repre­
sent the sales of three types 01 video recorder
(Sony's Beramax. Philips's V-2000 and VHS)
over a number of years. Although fabricated,
the data is still interesting to look a t as it in ­
cludes th e gist of th e bu ying trends which in­
fluen ced the market at lhat lim e: th e first video
formats on the marke t we re all displaced by
one format (VH5) which arrived later. Usually,
data for charting is produced as part of some
calcu la tion, even if that only involved adding­
up some numbers. If that is the case, the result
ha s 10 be set up 10 form a table similar 10 the
on e shown here.

If you wa nt 10 understand the best way to
get data ready for a chart, you need to under-

ated in the spread sheer module of ClarisWorks,
but you should be able to reproduce them with
other spreadsheets.

Microsoft Exul can do all tha t ClarisWo rks can do an d more. In parti cu lar, Exu l offers more
control over how a chart is displayed, plus more chart ty pes and more powerful vers ions of
the ClarisWorks-style charts we have seen he re. These extra charting facili ties a re hard 10 use,
however, and can obscure the facts. For examp le, w hile th ree-dimensio nal li ne charts have
more in itia l visual tmpacr. do th ey actually convey more useful informatio n?

Often the more visual impact a chart has, the less peop le look at n. Th ree -dimensiona l
charts, therefore, are better used in present at ions (w here you' re not expecnng your aud ience
10 la ke in deta iled info rmat ion) , rather than in reports, where your audience is able to slt
down and read the information.

ExuIat itS best and worst!
Gratuhous use 0' char1 1acil ~ies

can produce excitlno Itllnos like
tIlis , but how easy is it to

extract informatkm? Compa re
ltlis with the simp~ barand

area charts produced in
ClatisWorks.

S
preadsheet applications offer two main
facilities. First, they provide a large
'clever' piece of paper where you can
scribble numbers and formulas, which

should produce useful results. As we have seen
in the past. though, how 'cleve r' these pieces of
paper are varies from them being abl e 10 per­
form simple, secondary sch ool-level calcula ­
tions. to the son of number-crunching that
would putthe average accountant 10 shame.

The second faci lity spreedshecr applications
provide is a method of presenting the results of
your calculations. Obviously, you co uld j ust
jazz up your worksheets so the colum ns o f
numbers a re more presentable, but the best
method is to use a cha rt or graph. The few ap­
plications which provide spreadsheer facilit ies ­
and which are still available on the Mac - a ll
provide some form of charting. Here, we will
show you how 10 turn a table of numbers into
a chart . But more importantly, we will also
show you how the different types of chart can
better display the information you have gath­
ered, Most of the charts show n he re were ere-

To make your figures clear,
you'll need to uuderstaud
the char t lng power of your
spreadsheet application.

f-------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Before you gi ...e a chart to someone else. you
firsl need to consider whethe r lhey'll be able to
use it. In this case. the charts have been pre­
senled in colour, because MACFORMAT is printed
in colour. MOSl people don't ha ...e access to
colour priming. tho ugh. and therefore yo u
shou ld think again about what type of chart to
use. Often. a numbe r of multiple grey block
charts don 't look vcry appealing and. in some
instances, thev may not print ...ery well eithe r.
In thi s case. you'll probably need 10 think more
in terms of linc charts .

Charts can be ex nemely use ful and lhey arc
simple to produce. whether you are using
the m to look at you r own data or 10 show your
da ta to other people. they remain one of the
best methods of Illustrating all those ...ilal
stalisl ics. J'".."" G>... k,~",~

Parting words

in school science Insons. and are the Il'IOSl slm­
ple ones availabk. Howe...er. they ca n be ...ery
confusing when more llw.n one set of data is
presented, mainly because il's undear which
line relates 10 which set 01 data - particularly
when roIour is not available.

The arca chan is a varia tion on the line
cha rt. in which the area ' under the line' is
coloured in some way. This can be useful to
differentiale diffe rent sel5 o f da ta. The areas are
superimposed upon each other. though. and
lhis can be confusing. You can remed y this
muddle by using a stacked area chart. in which
the areas are Slacked on top of each other. in
lhe sa me way as a stacked bar cha rt.

59

FilM STNs Slacbcl bar ttIaIt ihowinv ¥ideo s*s wtJles
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Changing the chart tYP.oce_

tWO million - in this case havi ng
a graded scale between zero and
o ne million would be pQlntless,
because the meaningful informa­
tion would all be crammed Into
the top half o f Ihe chart .

The series option enables you
10 set yarious opuoes which ron·
trol how the dau ili displa yed on
Ihe chan. This va~ from cha n
type 10 chart type, bU I for now,
~·u leave il unchan~.

The label couon enables you
10 set the title. the legend and
I~ir posit ions. The lilk is self
expLm;llory. but Ihe' kgcnd de­
scribes w hat each chan roIour or
symbol means (a key would be
anodler wa y 10 describe ;1) . Fi·
n<tHy. the n:: are the general op­
tions w h ich K1 OUI the location
of the dua and how iI is fomu l-
led. This enilbles you 10 tell the

spreadshttl a pplica tion mal I~ tbla is In
columns. and lha t the first column eomatns la·
bels. ooce you've worked your wa y through all
the options. Cl.:lriJWoru will rhe n produce a
chart (sec Figu re 2).

Different charts work on dillerem occasions.
CI"risWcr,u' bar cha n defau lt selling can be
useful - pa rticu larly when you' re only present­
ing one ptece of data . In lhis case. however. the
result is rather confus ing. It is dtlllrult both to
compare rhe sales fo r each type of video
recorder during each yea r and 10 sce how lhe
sales of each type varied over a given lime. If
the application had prod uced th ree separate ba r
cha rts. it would' ...e been possible to sec this
trend. but il"d still be hard 10 co mpa re the sales
for ea ch year.

A different approa ch is to use a stacked
ch art. In this case. me individ ua l a mou nts are
Slacked on tOP 01 each olhe r. So for each year
you gel a single bar which is composed of up 10
lhrcc l)arts - onc for each ... ideo recorder type ,
n's now easy to see the total sales for a yea r. as
well as the proportion that weut o n each type
(see Figure 3).

AnOlher possibilily is to use an area or line
chart. A line chart is one in wh ich the data is
plcned as poims (often with C10!iS('S) which are
lhen con nected 10 th eir neighbours wilh
straigh t lines . These graphs are the SOrt d rawn

THE ANATOMY OF A CHART
The ehart legenll sllOWS
what NCh tabu used
represents.

5caIe lines lite these an
lIfQlnaI. bullle usefvI to
rudoil nbles.

Pictogram chart: a fo rm or bar chart In
which t he bar Is rep laced b y a n appro­
priately sca le d pict u re ,

scauer chart: the data Ite m s are
marked by points. It' s like a line chart
without t he line .

X-axis: the horb:onta l scale us ua lly
fou nd at the bottom or a c ha rt.

SC/lle: t he n umbers attached to a n axis ,

Plc chart: a chart In w hich a ci rcle Is
dlvlded In to se gm e n ts; t he s b e or the
segment Is propo rtional to t he amount
or da ta the Item takes up.

Hi-Io chan: ta kes pal lrs or valun w hich
rep rnen t the h igh and low points fo r
"stock market share. t hen produces a
cha rt.

X-V sca tter chart: takes pai rs o r num­
bers and m arks their positions.: II's the
IiIIJIC as an x-y line chart, but without
the line.

X-Y line cha rt: takes pai rs o r numbers
representtng positions al ong the x-axis
and y- /lxls. then marks points which
;llre connected by a line.

TNs Is lIlt .-u... ThI-an come from Ihr
lint cobnn 01 lilt dill.. They.. in led - $atIIl!

eokIur IS Ihr~ dill..

...ZWlw .".a..lttlib..clitia INII11W1....cM1 t1 11l1
-.1111_........... t1....

nos isIlle y-ms.
hiqI, bolIom and
_h-'
-~by

'Ja...sW,,'" and taI'I"_.
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oriInbtt Ihe' ba rs are three dimensional). but
orr'D ignore those lo r the moment.

t:lDct you·...e chosen the chan l)'pt from the
GiJlery. you 'll need to selC'Ct the' axis options.
l1IIl'st' dnoibe how the horlzontal and venical
ion down the side of the chart should be dis­
p1aytd. For example. there ca n be tkk ma rlei
011 W Iinn to mark units. The main thins you
can change here is the n umber scale which ap­
ptil'S along the axis. Th is is usefu l whe n you
don'l wan l your scale to slim at zero - sa y for
o:ampk when the tmponanr data falls be­
tween lWO large values, like onc million a nd
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On the surface, 4th Dimension and 4D First all'
pear 10 provide similar facilities 10 Fi ltMakn. ID
reality. however, they are fairly tradiuona l, thiI
Is, they assume you'll use fonns for ent ry and
llsts for viewing. Although you can have any
number of layouts. there must be one that iI
specifi cally designated for in pu t and one b
Output. If you double-click on a record in tbt
OUIPUt list, 4D will au tc matjcatly open us inpll
form 10 lel you modify the record. Altem atiw­
Iy. you can enter data imo a list. but what ye.
can' t easily do is browse on a record·by·rtt'Ofd
basis. The only way round this is 10 pretend
that you adually want to modify a record br
opening its entry fonn. then flipping throu.
from there. Once you've finished. you have 10
dick En t er or Ca ncel to complete the prereee
that you've been edi ting data. wnars rc:alIf
odd is that navigatjcn bunons. which lel fill
move to the fi rst, last, next or previous reconL

choose whichever entry met hod you prefer
But not all do.

Fi/tMaku Pro is one of the best in this re­
spect . This program enables you to en ter or
view records in any layout, without restricrloa
It also has a View as List option under the se­
lect menu, which enables you to scroll through
a sequence of forms which weren't designed ~
one-record-per-tine lists. This can be very use­
fullf there are 100 many fields 10 fit on one linr
across the screen.

FiItMB¥Pro prOYides great IIuibiIity over how you __
and .merdita. The VI", IS Ust option~ \'OIl 10 IIlII
quill complex layouts and scroll tIlrOUQll trem IS a
CQIllinuous 11$1i:1ll_

__-,I.::Jnput and OUlp.::u=-t_ _
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and t'* is how !hi same IlIfm Ioob ~

you IIy to dtsiQoIIt i110f dill output. Both
the related ks1 and tile buttons IIM

~_ This wil5UIt 50IIlI users. but
• may COI'i'II as IIlISIy shodt 10 otIMfs.

=-
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in terface which owed a lot 10 the way that
early mainframe computers operated. Bad: in
the ' 60s, when a lot of modem database ideas
were developed, the son of reat-ume ime rac­
tion that we enjoy today simply wasn 't feasible.
Instead, data had to be keyed in ou-une on to
punched cards; these were then stacked up, put
imo a queue with o ther work, and fed through
when their turn came round. If you wanted to
retrieve data. the query again wem In via
punched cards. and the results came back as a
lisl of records primed on to fanfold paper.

It all made very good sense at the time, but
this mode of operation is st ill colouring lhe way
many databases are designed today. There 's a
common assumption that you will enter data
using a form layout, which only lets you see
the record which you' re working on (echoes of
those punch ed ca rds), and retr ieve data in the
form of a tabular list of many records (just like
the old Ianfcld pri ntout).

This need not be a problem - often, a form
view really is the best method of entering da ta.
It displays a screen full 01 empty fi elds which
you fill in, just like those on a primed form; if
each record is entirely sett-contained, th is
method avoids confusion and distraction . But,
in some cases, you may prefer 10 enter dat a in
the form of a list wh ich shows many records.
This could be use ful if there are common field
entries tha t you want to copy and paste, or if a
group of records some how belong toget her,
meaning that you wa nt to keep an eye on what
other records contain or how many you have

completed. A good database
should give you total freedom to

80\ or magic

W
ha t exactly do you expect a da ta­
base program to do? Obviously. it
must enable: you to store. manipu­
latc and remeve data. but there's

more than one way of dOing that. And if w hat
you have: in mind isn't the same as wha t the
program's developers intended, the result is
likely 10 be one big. expensive m istake. This
problem isn 't sim ply 10 do with fu tures (al·
though they are obviously a pan of il). but with
auitude and expectation - how the software
approaches the job of being a database. This
month, wc delve Into th is ra the r intangible
area, in the hope 01 prevennng some of the
mistakes and frustrations which often ensue.

A good place to start is with an analogy, Before
you start to read reviews. or even compare tea­
lures an d prices. try to think of a non-comput­
erised equivale nt 01 the database which you
plan to create. Is it like a card index? A list? An
arrangement of folders in a fi ling cabinet? Or
maybe it's more like a magic bo x which you
can th row thi ngs tmo. but where you can al­
ways be sure of pulling out exactly what you
want. Whatever image you have of the data­
base will Invariably affect the choice of product
you buy. It may seem pe rfectly logical. even
self-evident. tha t a database should work in
som e pan icu lar way. but not every prod uct will
share that view.

Traditionally, darebases had a very panlcular

4f1I 0-,...... tries 10Insist on 10mls tor entry and Iisls tor
broJrsirig_This 5 an IMry form COl•• ' " WIIIlIIisl showing
IIIIlId records Inlm anolIw Mt. and wiIIl a • 011 CliStOi, 1
1IlI• .".... buttons_

MA Cl'Olt ....T . ' ••U. '5 ' A UGUST ' .'"

Who's the boss around here? •
You or your database? Which
one decides how you enter
and present your data?
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WordPerfecf WOlA$ ls another Integrated program with
reasonable facilities. Notice the navillatlon buttons in the
pa lette at the top , Swltehino the layout Is easy and you can
enter or Yiew data In any 01 the tcrmats.

the subscription ent ries is incorrect? A good
database will enable you to enter data into the
othe r fi le with the minimum of fuss. Here, 4D
and Helix Exprns both do well, e-nabling you to
e-nter o r modify records in the related list. The
dlllerence is tha t Helix insislS on opening an
entry form (remember, Helix won'r let you
e-nter In to a lisl), while 4D gives you the option
of entering changes directly into the Iisl o r via a
separate form,

Differences like th is are rather subtle and can
be- ha rd 10 e-nvisa.ge if you 've nOl worked wi th
da tabases before, bu t they really do make an
enormous difference to the- usa.bilily of a pro­
gra m. If you 're planning to spend several hu n­
d red pounds on an application which is going
to be an important pa rt o f your business o r
hobby, it 's well worth planning the whole pro­
ject before yo u even look a t any products. Try,
if possible. to Ust a ll the files and fields which
you 'll need, th en d raw OUl poss ible layou ts for
how you want to see th e da ta on-screen. Think
carefully abou t wh at you want to see when
you en ter data. and about how you want to
browse the records, Above all. ignore what
anyone tells you about the right wa y to do It ­
you're the one who 'll be using it, and any pro­
gram tha t can 't ada pt to what you want Isn't
worth conside-ring. :J«d. '1fWJ-

• 4D Fim C'OSlS £199. For more details
m ntact ACI o n 0625 536178.
• 4th Dimmsion COSts £750. For more de­
tails contact ACI on 0625 536178.
• Glrisw"rb 2.1 costS [195. For more de­
tails conlact Clm s on 08 I 756 010 f.
• FikMQUr Pro 2,1 costs 0 75. For more
details conlact Claris on 08 1 756010 1.
• FDXPro 2.' costs £300. For more details
COntact Microsofl o n 0734 270001.
• Hel ix Exprm 2.0 COSIS £420, For more
deta ils ccruact Compute r Capabtll ry o n
0392 364253.
• WordPofm Wl1rkl 1.5 costs £ 169, For
more- deta ils con tacl WordPerfCCl o n 0932
850500.

•

WHERE TO GET ' E M
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BeauUful logic

So, you 'd use a lull-screen form lor the mem­
ber records. with a list o f all the subscriptions
they'd paid within a defined areil of the form.
Easy. Well you'd think so, but sometimes il
isn't. Htlix Exprm approaches th is in a very odd
manner; it doesn't allow you to create scrolling
lists within anothe r form. This is 10lally dah,
because you have to make the area where you
want 10 display the fist at least I S tall as the
lo ngest list it is ever likely 10 con tain. If o ne
fo unding member had cha lked up 50 pay­
ments, for Instance, eve ry me mber's record
would need space fo r a 50-line nn. In a com­
plex business da tabase where you may be
pulling in anything from zero to thousands of
rela ted records, th is just isn'tpracucal.

By contrast, 4th Dimension is beautifu lly logical.
You can make the included list whateve r size
you need and 4D will automatically add a scroll
bar to cope with any number of lines. FDXPro
tOO has no problems with scrolli ng lists, al .
though it is rather complica ted to set up. How­
eve-r, you can o1t least pa rtially aurcmare Ihe­
process by using the FDXApp utility to create the
byoulS for you.

So lar so good. bu t wha r ha ppens when you
look at a membe-r record and notice that one- of

IWifExpress is anI1U1er program wI*::h is IllIrnmI in lIS use
0I1isl5 ilIId Iorms. Urake 40, nenilbles \'011 to brOWS8
through the elm ., jUsllbouI: II't W'I'f \'011 ww - till 0l'lI\'
tIIng Is \'011 CIlI' erdel dnI into I list. DoIItIIt-dicU'o I list
.... 1IWIys opens its !arm.

SIl,. ..... n. u«
Ff\, S<Ip I , 'NI
T'JIu,JIlnte,l.'
TIIe. ..... ]I. I llll8
TIle,SIp n, 1M3
T\le._ 2.
TlIu. Jul 18,
Fr\. ...n., ,

-----........­' m­"".._.­"­
s.......

-=~'

BfllTHOA YS///
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""---~~­....
~.........
"'"..... ..... '"....

MosI or the Inteljratecl programs offel you plentyor IItxlbllily. ~

lI0ht IY mllCh powel The best ollhe buoch is C/atfs Wot/(s,
IIIiitft lets you .nter or mOdify data inany type 01 layout.
IWonIPet1«t WOtk.s Is nOl 'If behind ~.)

'1a\lgatlng ~our database wlth bullous
NaYlgalion buuons are an enormous he-Ip if g rammed buttons for first. l..st , ne-xt and pre-
you're browsing in a fo rm view. FiltM<Jw vtoos. bu t they w on't let you use them fo r
enables you to defi ne- buttons which w ill browsing Ihrough your files, In Helix, you
move- you to the nut and previous reco rds , can use the bu ttons to browse, but s light ly
or to any specific rc-<:ord number (use '" for more work is needed to produce- them . Fox-
the- flrs l and any very large number for th e Pm is extremel y fl exible, but you need to
last). 4D and 4D Fin l both have pre-p ro- program all the bu tto ns yourself.

only work in data entry mode. You 'd have
thought that they'd be far more U~ when
browsing.

HiM E:q1ftSS, ano ther popular relat ional pro ­
pm. also suffers from the old formflis\ dj·
dIal:omy. but has a dirferent set of quirks. In
this case. you GIn browse through records one
III time - in fact. Ht/ix don Ibis rather nicely­
Ivt you a.n 'l. under any rircumstances. emer
d,,,, into a 11$1. So. again. n pays 10 lhinIr: of
dJos( illllaJogics before you buy. Among the
otMr doitabase programs. FoxPro gives you
pknly of flexibility. a lthough nOI much in the
lAy of $implidty; the integrated packages pre­
em very Iew restrictions - all will enable you
to enter or view data either in a form or liSl
IlI1'00u. Traditionally, ClarisWorks and Wl1rdPtT­
Ita Worh have need oul as Ihe best, while
Microsoft Worb has bun the worst - th ings
chan~, however. so for a more up-to-date pic­
ture check our reviews sta rting on page 76.

Thinking carefully about what you expeo
from a database is tmportam even with the
simplest program, but it becomes essential
when you move up 10 relational darabases.
xere you have the added complica tion of need­
ing to view, edit and ent er data across several
fiIe5. Suppose, for example. that you ru n a
dub, and that yo u want to keep one file for
members and one for subscription receipts.
~g a relational program enables you to see
member details. such as the address, each time
rou look at a subscription record, and 10 see all
me subsaiption paymenl$ whenever you look
••n IndivKlual's record,

In most cases there is a one-to-many
rdllionship (one member may have pa id many
RJbsaiptions), and thiS illmost inevitably In­
ootves a combination of form and list byoulS.
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Distant Suns v2
Experience the cothssjon of
comet Shoemaker-Levy 9
with Jupiter!Also ioctudes

breathtaking anirnations and
ph<Mos from the Hubble

Telescope.This is (he real
thing it's better than the reSt!

Putt Putt Joins/Parade CO £35.00
Putt Putt Fun Pack CO £30.00
Red Shift CO £49 .99
Rick Ooyle OigitallmagecO £27.00
Rosies lemonade StandCD £29.99
Salt of the Earth CD £39.95
scavenger Hunt Africa CD £39 .95
SCissors n'Stones CO £44.00
scary Rotten Poems CO £34.95
Secrets CD £29.95
Seymore Butts CO £49.00
Selfish Giant CD £39.00
Shakespeare CD £25.00
Shertoct< Holmes 3 CO £34.99
Shapes·Man Made CD £29.00
Shapes-Nature CD £29 .00
Small Blue Planet CD £49 .98
SpaceTime CO £69 .99
Spaceship Wartock CD £49 .00
Star'lrek CD £34 .94
Supertoons CO £25 .00
Swiss Fam ily Robinsoo CD £29 .00
Tortoise and Hare CD £34 .99
Trad 1love youGD £29.95
Train Engineer Aoppy.......... . .£29.95
Tropical Rainforest CD £25.00
Distant Suns Floppy £35 .00
Distant Suns CO £69.00
Vegas Games Pack Floppy £29 .99
Virtual Valerie CD £39 .00
Vital Signs CD £45 .00
VistaPro Floppy £69 .95
Wild Places CO £24 .00
Wines 01 the World CD £49 .99
World 01 Plants CD £39.95
Xplora-Peter Gabriel CD £39.00

Please phone free for advice about
any of the prd ucts. Also ask for a free
catalogue, the long awaited new edi­

tion Is now out. Our catalogue has full
explanations of alt o f the above, and

has a hundred more t itles. Callers are
most welcome to browse.

VAT IS INCLUDED
DELIVERY IS £2.50

Vista Pro v3
Floppy or CD

Create your own 30 fracrat
landscapes easil y or view the
dozens provided. "If you get
this in your com puter )·00 '11
never do any more worf,;" .

says Arthur C. c.(Jrl;~
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Do-it-yourself problem solving

( " oo )

W
hatever your Mac problems we're
confident that MACFORMAr s ex­
perts can solve it. All you have 10
do is fill in the form 00 page 66 ­

or photocopy it if you don't want to cut up
you r copy of MACFORMAT - and then post or lax
n 10 us. Indude as much detail as you possibly
can about your setup and the software you're
running. in particula r the version num ber (to
getthis. highlight the program icon, then select
<it{ W o in the File menu or press
[command ) I).

Please note that we are unable to answer
questions over the phone - so there's no point
ringing us up with technical enquiries. We're
aoo unable to enter into personal correspon­
dence - even if you enclose an SAE.

A line on hardware
HARDWARE

O1haw Q fainl line around two Indus from rhr
bonum of the screen of my Apple /4·inch mon­

i!tlr. rve bUll/old this is the 'Trinitron Line', Am f
btillg takm fora ride?
Nick Shorey
Rotherhlthe, London

ANo, it's all true! This ha s been a common
subject of debate over the yea rs - people

do find it hard to believe, and I'm sure that
more than one person has reported it as a faul t.
But it's actually somethi ng you' ll find on any
Sony-made Trinitron screen. The line fo rms
where the aperture grill (a grid of vert ical
wirC'S) is stabilised by a horizontal support . This
grid acts against sh im mering and generally im­
proves the picture. In fact, the le-inch monitor
has two wires. Don ' t worry about it - just try to
ignore ill

RAM fragmentaUon
MEMORY

OAfter using MS Word and quitting /he appli·
cation romple/ely, l have insufficient RAM to

cpm a large prOfJram such as Graphics Converte r
unless l restart, Why does restarting creatr more
RAM, ifl'vealready quil out oflhe epplication?
Davld Tumer
Clapham, Lond on

AWhat you' re actually expertenctng here is
Iragmentanon of RAM. Usually when a

program requi res, say, 2.5 Mb of RAM, it wants
it all in one block. There are two possible things
that can prevent this. First, an Extension may
be sitting in the middle of the space that the

One of th e m ain causes of a program not
w orking properly is someth ing ca lled an
INIT d ash - thls ominous-sounding te rm
means your program isn' t happy with one
of the system -level Extens ions (INITs in
System 6) that are ru nning.

Fonuna tely, i t's easy 10 check if th is is
the case. First of all, res tar t your Mac
wnhour any System Extens ions (INITs). If
you' re runnin g System 7.0 or above. that
m ean s resrarung the Mac and holding down
the lshift] key - a message te lli ng you

program you're try ing to loa d needs and the
program can' t run if its code loading is split in
half. It would usua lly be an o ld o r perhaps
badly written Exten sion tha t would cause this.

The ot he r possibility is that the 'slot' former­
ly occupied by the application you j ust qu it is
not being freed up and added to the total memo
ory that th e System can see. w ell-written pro­
grams sh ouldn 't really give you any problems,
but when you have program mers from differ­
ent companies working with dille ren t meth ods,
thi s kind of th ing can ha ppen.tror more details,
see the 'Memory Magic' feature in MACFORMAT
issue 13.)

Startnp errors
DISK ERROR

My Disk First Aid verified my hard drive. then dis·
played a message sayillg 'Problems were found but
SlilrlUP disks cannol be repaired' Is Ihis a problem'
1f so, how can I fix it? I do have prOfJrams running ­
should I test it with ExtensiollS alP
la in William Roben Dean
Fonnby, Merseyside

It is possible to check a disk while programs
and the like are running. because Disk First Aid
is only 'looking' a t the data. Repairing any
problems is a different mallet. how ever, be­
cause this will actually alte r da ta which is al­
ready in use. In fact , the message -srartup disks
cannot be re paired' is telling you tha t a repair
cannot be put into effect if you start up with
your internal hard disk, because the System
files will be open. What you need to do is start
up with the Disk Tools disk (it has a System on
it). You can achieve this by inserting it in the
floppy drive just when you restart the Mac.
Then all you need to do is run the Disk First Aid
program that's on the floppy. This process will

'Extensions off' will appear. For any System
version bel ow 7.0, move all the Control
Panels and INITs out of your System folder
and restart the Mac.

If your program now work s, it m ust have
been unhappy w it h one or more of the
INlTs. The only w ay to w ork out w hich one
is the cu lp rit is 10 move them all out of the
system folder, then put them back tn one at
a tim e - not forgenjng 10 restart your Mac
after each one ~ and tes t the program aga in
after each one has been replaced .

... . . .... ' ""I
... . y t. " . .....,.....: .- .....
=

Disk Firs! AirJ is auseful hard disk utility that comes freeWith
your set 01 System disks, 011 adisk named Disk Too/s,

ensure that nothi ng on your hard disk is being
used , and means that repai rs can be attempted.

Port problems
HARDWARE

QI. f moved house recenlly. When I reconnecud
my Mac. / foulld Ihal whenever I tried 10 prim

a ialogue box, /t asked me to check if Ihe printer 's
cable was connected, or whether it was amlleCled 10
rhe modern port. After Irying 10 print several times, I
changed the port and connected the cable to tne
modern pori. The primer uarud ro function. will the
problem persist. and what will happm if I start to
use a modern?
2. f Iried to verify my hard drive using Disk First
Aid. but it cculdn 't repair Ihe problems u found. 1
then scanned the hard drive using Disinfectant, bUI
no errors were found. Is there a hidden virus. or
something else which I should worryabout'
To ny Vella
Paola, Malta

1. I think you 've worked out a way around this
problem yourself. It would seem, since the
printe r and cab le are fine when used in the
modem port, th at something has happened to
the printe r port itself. The two pons are ldenti­
cal (the only reason there are two is to give you
the chance 10 use two devices simultaneously).
So, the modem port here is acting as a handy

MACFO.... .. T . l . s U I! 1 5 ' A UGUST 1 ~94
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In the past. a replacemen t mouse - a t a cool
£75 - was the only option available. Often,
this w as only to correct a fai rly minor prob­
lem: a broken or fault y microswitch. The
n ucrosw uch is the lhing which mak es sure
the mouse button actuall y 'cl icks', Nowa­
days, how ever, some deal ers have discovered
suppliers For these, and they wi ll happily re­
pa ir your o ld mouse rat her than se ll you a
w ho le new one .

The AppleCemre in Exeter. w hi ch is the
deal er I' ve used in th e past , w ill charge you
£23.50 fo r the repa ir. (Call 0392 420024 for
further info rmation. ) The o ther opuon open
to yo u is to b uy a new Apple mouse from
your ow n favourite dea ler, w hich w lll COSt
yo u £40.

Now Uliiiffes has a prog ramthat automatica[1y saves you,
wolil for peop le wt10 find pressing [cDmmandl S an effQ(l

and th e bigger it is the slower Finder operanors
will become. Rebuilding the desktop (forOfII,
the System to update It and remove redundam
information, such as details about fi les which
have been del et ed ) speeds up this access time
and thus speeds up the System generally.

Delragmenting is a similar th ing. in so lar i\

it will improve performance, but this is actuaUr
an operation w hich is performed on the emiR
hard disk. When a file is deleted, it's possiblt
tha t a gap will be left and although the nen
file to be crea ted may fit here. it may not. Or
perhaps, when space is low. half a fi le will bt
placed here and the ether hal f fitted elsewhere
And if the gap is too small. this space may M

be used at all and w ill e ffectively be lost 1)(.

fragmenting moves all your files along into O~

continuous block and, likew ise. all the spare
space is gathered together. You can end up
wit h more usable space than you had, and
[hose fil es which were previously split will be
much faster 10 open and use.
2. Extensions can come wlth th e System or as
shareware (like those on th e MACFOItMAT rover
disks) . They can also be bought. Generally, yOll
will already have a backup on the original flop­
py; when you buy a new Mac, you should bt
given a backup copy of everything which !tal
already been installed. Bear in mind that ilyou
delete an Extension and then fi nd that you
want it again. you'll need to restart you r MM
10 re-load it.
3. PUI simply, 32-bit addressing enables you l(I

install and, more im portant ly, access more than
8Mb of RAM on your Mac. It increases tbe
physical maximum RAM that the central pro­
cessing chip is capable 01 using. Fo r the mathe­
matically m inded, the tota l RAM tha t your Mar

~~~
~ '. ,~- ""I§lJ - .,.-- - '''"0'" ,~ _ .,"--

HARDWARE

I. The desktop is a fil e which keeps tra ck of all
your fi les. It is acccssed by th e System software

The mouse trap

GENERAL
A cracked System?

My mouse seems to have dew/oped Q 1+1/1 of in iJwn!
Octasionally, it refuses 10 actepl lhar the buuon has
bel" released. I hat-e deanI'd the rollers. bill I ran 'I
9"t 10 rhe button wilhoul dismamling the mouse it·
self Is a replacement HJOuse lily only oplion?
la n Worthington
Dar la st on, West Mid lands

rains lour 2561< SIMMs, filling all the slots. On
a Performa 600. all the SIMM slots must con­
tain SIMMs of the same ceoecny. so to add
more memory, you m ust first remove all four
256s befo re you can add I, 2 or 4Mb SIMMs.
(For more details see our 'Upgrade your RAM'
feature in MACFORMAT 14.) I'm afraid the 256K
SIMMs aren't much use to anyone, except to
owners of o lde r Macs. This is one reason why
RAM Doubler is so popular! (For those who
haven't heard yet , this is a nifty piece of soft ­
ware that does JUSt wha t it says - doubles your
RAM - without any extra ha rdware at alll
There a re some limitations, though, and the re
a re oth er solutions to your memory and disk
space problems - for the lull Story, see the
' Memory Magic' feat ure in MACFORM AT 13. [f
you missed that, see page 112. )

My mouse has begun 10 beha\'/' oddly. A double click
w melim f'$ picks lip an ilem, mean in!J rhat il can be
draggt'lf as tllou!Jh the mouse bUIIIJII 1I'tIT held
down. 1/1 Claris Works (WiJrd procf'$SOr), Q singk
clirk produces Ihis effecl, HJ(anin!J l/rat a text block is
highlighted and extends with Ihe pcillter - wirhiJut
the mouse button being held dow n. Is this a \'ints?
Donald MacDonald
Ullap ool

Nor/on Utilities has anexcellent dis kdefrag mentation
application that will keepyour Mac In peakcondition.

I. What actually happens when you rebuild Ihe desk­
rop? How is this different from defra!Jmenting nu
hard driVl'?
2. [ have disabled a number of unused Bxunsiont.
A re Ihese all on Ihe disks supplied with the Mac? /f
so, rould / du mp them until needed?
3, What is 32-bit addressing?
4, Can yeu recommend a simple auto-save pro!Jram,
and a program 10 compress info on floppy disks?
Llam Walsh
Wat e rfo rd , Irela n d

Yes, that's true. The 600 has 4Mb on -board
(5Mb if there's a CD-ROM built in ) and four
slots for memory. This means your Mac con-

MEMORY
RAM upgrades

This should be a perfectly sim ple procedure ­
you just highlight the movie. then copy and
paste it into the Scrapbook.

II this isn't happening, the n you may have
an old version of the Scrapbook. The one which
comes with QuickTime 1.6 1 is version 7.1 - th is
is the most recent Scrapbook accessory. Mind
you, if you have System 7, then the Scrapbook
within this System version should support
QuickTime. You could be short of memory - try
using a smalle r movie and see if that works.

Is there any way 10 copy and pasle QuickTime
movies into tsu Srrapbcok? If there is, please could
you tell me how it 's done?
Akira O'Con nor
Stan m ore, M id d lese x

GENERAL
Scrapping QuickTIme

backup! The problem is, unless it'S a very sim ­
ple prob lem. you'll need to replace th e ent ire
logic board - and that 's expensive if the ma­
chine isn't still under warranty. If you want 10
start using a modem without repairing the
damaged port all you need 10 do is unplug
each device as you change over. Bear in mind,
however. that constant plugging and unplug­
ging can cause wear and tea r. which might
eventually damage this port too. You might
want to consider tracking down a tr-swnch.
which would at least enable you to have the
plugs permanently in place. Check at your local
electronics hobby shop. (Do you have Tandy
sto res in Malta? )
2. Well, you only have one problem - and it's
not a virus. it's a dis k e rror. (Disinfulanl repon ­
ed eve ryth ing nonnal as far as viru ses were
concerned - th at's all it was checking lor. ) Disk
erro rs and viruses don 't generally go together.
Unfortunately, w ha t you have here is poten­
tially just as damaging. il you're unlucky. The
errors are a reas where it's no longer possible 10

store data, and il your System decid es to write a
file to these areas (it's not under your cont rol
where they go), then you might get an error
message. However, if these damaged areas con­
tain previously stored files. it's possi ble you
could lose some important inforrnatlon. II Disk
First A id (o r NMI{Jn , or wha tever you use) can 't
repair a hard disk, then the first th ing 10 do is
get a backup of all your vita l data. You could
also try HD Setup and attempt a repair. The best
way 10 get rid of errors is 10 completely erase
your hard disk and reinsta ll everyt h ing from
your backup - a da unting thought. I know, but
it is effective!

When 1 recentty considered increasing my RAM (be·
fore 1 boughr RA M Doubler). / was told by my
Apple dealer that I can'l just add extra SIMMs, but
that 1 also have 10 change the 5Mb one which is al.
ready present within my Performa 600.
J Van Rijn
Utrecht, Netherlands
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11111~ is grtal lor auling custom icons, so at lastyou
can Clllcll l!'lll roaclruntler and jlIIt him in!!leWastebasket.

lash addkt, Douglas Adams, 'DON'T PANICl'
It 's just an icon. that 's all. You won't 5« it
when you Insert the disk in w e drive , though,
because In set up 10 be invisible. in tac, this is
the rather aureeuve floppy disk icon whidt
you 'll see o n the desktop; then: is a rather duD
c;k!.ault, but if you wam a custom iron. it's
saved in th is small file,

FONTS

This isn 't possible, I'm afra id - and yes, it cer­
tai nly is a pain! When you sta rt up your Mac.
the Cont rol Panels and Extensions a re loaded
im o memory along with the System scuware ­
in fact, the y are loaded into the System heap
(the aru the System uses) , As everyone knows,
Interfering with the System o r Finder can lead
to crashn o r wo rse, and badly wri tten Exten­
sions can also cause iI whole Stad:: of problems.
If you loaded something into the System heap

is Ih,rt any prDgr(lm which will "".. Exttnsions 0"

and Dff wilhoUI )'Du Iulving Ul rmtJrt yaur Mac?
wune S Ta n
Tokyo, Japan

EXTEtlSlOflS
Easily turn on and olJable

Unfonunately, once aga in in a case of getting
what you pay for. Sometimes you 'D find that
the '5' sign is the o nly currency symbol avail­
able (pan lcularly il the fonl has been dn igned
in the US), but some of the fonts (panicularly
the script ones) don 't have symbols at all, In
some foms you'll find the ' E" symbol is replaced
by a ' It' sign; if that'S the case, try looking for
the ' C' when: the ' ,' would normally be:
[op tion ) ) ,

Editing fonts in RtSEdir isn 't reauy practical if
the font s are 'rrue'rvpe or PostScript. To be
ho nest, you 'd need to have a lot of knowledge
about both p rogramming a nd fonts to even at ­
tempt this - and, unless you work [or Adobe.
] 'm afraid that It's unlikely you'll be successful.
I'm told there Is a sha rewa re rroervpe font edi­
tor availab le, but I've never seen it If someone
does track it down, though, we'll certainly
mention It,

Amending bnmap (screen) fonts is possible
in RtSEdir, but this is o nly for low-resolution
work, so while yo u cou ld add a '£' sign, it
wo uldn 't look grea t o n a prtn rout.

How Lo gain pounds

1J it possiblt /(l aUpl {(niTS using Rn Edit? I _
Ihi"kj"J IIf 't!tlVti"J 14J' somt of IIv Trut 'Typt[a"TS
)'014 !JIlYr onwy wilh IM March mut IIf MAO'lWIAr­
stvrralllrt I«Jd"J a '{' sign,
Matthew D Shaw
Londo n

Icon panic

much 10 hope fo r...
Th e alternati ve is to take the data fi les

from your PC program s, brin g them home
and open them with Mac prog rams, An y te xl
work which you do at ho me w ill be reada ble
on a PC, p rovid ing you save II w ithout styles
or formaUing, If you ' re using ClamWorks o r
similar, the n s imply save your fi le as texl­
on ly. Oh, lhe oth er rhmg Is to make sure rhar
you ha ve a PC di sk. because PCs can' t read
Mac fl opples. Macs can read PC d ish using
Apple Filt Ex!han~, w hich comes w ith mOSI
Macs. but for a more seam less usage (where
th e d isk w ill actually appear on the desk to p)
yo u might wall! to splash out o n commerctat
program, such as A«m PC PCExtha,,~, or
DOSMounttT.

Fina lly, g ive yo ur Mac fi le an elgbt-char­
acier name, follow ed by .TXT - this w ill e n­
sure the fi le can be reed by most PC w ord
processors.

System 7.5~ see ill end to rnns1lJ!"$lillI 1Ilew. as it
.. SW;1p data more~ beTAeen Macs ancl PC5.

In the memorable words of tha t other Mad n ·

The key to transfers such as this is finding a
common format which both Systems will read,
Nalura lly, if you an: conven ing documents
from Wl1rd on the PC, then word I/Il the Mac is
the logical choice for reading these. (ClarisWllrb
donn't ha ve very many options for saving in
different formats.)

However, with Pes then: a re many formats.
and WQrdPrrfrr1 is an old -timer o n the PC stage,
A good bet would be to save the fi ln on the PC
as DCA1RF1", because WllrdPtrfta should be
able to n:ad these when you get the m o n to the
Mac - including most of the text forma tting,
This will save you having to buy Wllrd Mac.
"RFT shouldn't be confused with RTF, which
stands for Rich Text Format. RTF is another
text format which might be wonh trying if
you're moving leXt between PC and Mac.

mal llf Iht dlKUmmt' Is Word for Iht Mac our btsl
oplion? (Wt M ilt Clartsworks 2,1 and w ordser­
tee 2.1.3,) t ' ve used Apple File Exchange III lift
dlKUmm lS off PO befllTt, but tve hlld ITOUblt stnd'
ing Ihtm Iht IIlhtr way (using Cla risWorks),
Pau l Mackey
Shrewsbury

Whrn 1 used tht Opt" dilllagut, I nlllia d tuI tx/Ta
iaJn fih an tht atI'tl' disk wpplitd wilh Iht NI/VItWI·
bn- lmlt ofMAO'lWIAr. is this a vina?
PJ Brookes
Wlncobank,. Sheffie ld

This Is not e Meclnt osh disk:

Do you went to Inltle ttl e It?

t Ej ect • (One- Sided] (TWO-Sided)

GENERAL

I haw a OJll1ur Qassic at homt , bUI
I'm laking rr III a GCSE subj«t at
school, whut they haw 11 nctwork IIf

OOSDISK PCs, I wa ,,' 111 ao homework 0" my
Mac (which isa 101 !Hlltr man a PC in

/11)' lIpi" /II") a"d load it up at school.
eol/ld yall plelllt advist 0" how 10 do this, ht·

tIllIJt I'm gtlll'''g 10sI in lilt jar90" IIft mUlalll1l a"d
I1answtoll,
Douglas Luteuer
Handfo rth, Chesh ire

You haven 't gone into great deta il abou t
what programs yo u ma y be running at
schoo l, so I will try 10 keep th is general.

Briefl y, an emulato r, such as Saftpc' w ill
actually simulate PC perfo rmance on your
Mac - the DO S prompt environment a nd , if
you like , the w ho le sorry mess that Is Win'
dows - although on a Classic. runni ng Wi,, ·
dows programs w ould be rathe r p rohibitive
in terms of performance (although If you gel
a PowerMac.. iI will run line) , An e mulator Is
tM only wa y of act ua lly running PC pro­
grams on a M ac,

If you' re rea lly lucky, however, you mighl
be running PC W"",d or "IJ9tMa~ and ha ve
its Mac equivalen t at home. Then the / Un ,
rather INn the programs.. will be free ly In­
tndwlguble. Ho we ver, Ih ls is perhaps too

A woman's work

DATA TRAttSFER

DATA TRAtlSHR

The battle against DOS

is capable of 'suing' is given by the form ula 2",
w!ltn: n • the number of blts that the chip can
address. Older Macs - such as the Mac Plus, the
Cliissic and SE - have 24 -bit addressing capa bll­
~. which means they can 'see' a maximum of
2 4 = 16Mb (il you ha ve tha t much inStalled.
01 co~rsc l ) . Unfortunately. 8Mb of th is goes on
Iwdware-rdattd functions, such as NuBus
dots and SCSI buffers. leaving you a maximum
possible 01 JUSt 8M b of RAM. Macs with a
68030 processor and 32·bit addressing - such
OIl the SEI)O and LeO- an see up to o nc giga­
byte of memory (although. again. some of this
iswen up with hardware related fun ctions).
4. If you ch«k out the W rcwllrc section (page
89) you'll find a program alled Sa....o-Mllrlc
'II'bidI will give you a good auto-save utility.
."'"" Ulilitia. which cosu £89. is another pro­
p;lm which, in addilion 10 many ether usdul
IIliIiIie5. offers a good aUlO-S,IVC' module.
COmpr~ programs abound - see the

Memory i\Ugic' fu ture In MAcroaM.AT I) ,

CommrrdaUy ava ilable onn like SluJJ11 and
DiJkDoIIbkT an: good. and contain some inter­
esting jearures. But for sim ple compression,
e-tpMJPrf is my favourite - it 's available as
~an: for just n o (and it was feat ured on
M.o.aoI:MAT a's cover disk ).

111 wife IIsa' Word 5 for Windows 2 at wark, (In·
rtratirlgly, lh~ Ihm Iramf" Ih~ lilts Ut Maa fl1r
fIlbIbhing.) Samtlimts sht Wl2n/f Ut IWrk on th~

jJts al hl1llV (hIlTTtlr!), Whal 'S Iht btsl way Ut IWrk
IIr'ilh Ih fSt filts IIn our MIIC, whilt TtUl /ning Iht far-

.. ...C ..OA....T . I••u l[ IS. A UO U.T 1..-
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ordinary photocopier paper into
StyleWriter - the result being a rathe r warptd
and soggy mess. An Inkjet printer uses a wtl

in k which soaks into the page (as opposed to
the dry toner which comes from a laser prim­
er). So you really require a less absorbent
paper. In fact, Apple recommends 20lb (QIlOD
bond paper, though the StyleWriter will tal(
any weigh t from 16 to 281b. 'Cotton' refers to
the hairiness of the paper (the pape r is basically
a weave of fibres). Gene rally. the denser the 6·
bres, the less absorbent the paper will be. bul
there a re many treatments a nd production
methods. which give an enormous choice «
papers. The measure in pounds is the weight «
one ream of the paper. though this is more a
an Americanism - here in the UK this figure
will more often be in grams. The Style Writ!l
will also handle 3 10 business envelopes, 3M
brand CG3480 transparency film, and labes,
These three types of media will be fed through
the rear manual feed slot. wh ile regu lar paper
will go thro ugh the front or in the cut shM
feeder, which will take up to 50 pages at I
time. rrs also possible 10 get coated paper
which has a 'gloss' on the surface to stop tilt
ink soaking in - it also happens to be faster d!) ­
ing. But this is rather expensive and is moo
likely to be used in high-quality co lo ur bubbe­
jet printers.

III

81__ s.n · r.o .
e """'10 Compol , 1Ilo . 1983-1 99 \

aeeu This Mlll clnt osh

Your recent feature about printers miSS(i1 one vital
ingredimt: paper. The quality ofpaper has a lot to do
with the quality of print. What is the best paper for
cflOn. crisp printing on my StyleWriter IT'
P Paxt on
Ovlngha m , No rt h um be r la nd

PRINTERS
Paperweight

w ell, I suspect that you've a lready tried putting

related is because unde r System 6 the y used to
live in the System file as Desk Accessories.

G "...t.... 1101

,

T.toll1••• • " ~,1 2(I( l ......lllMo... • _ , 2 ,:l3llk

.(j SoJ. lomSon..... 2 ,2341(

Macintosh mooel Amount of RAM installed System software versionObvious, bur true; even the same
models of Mac can have d ifferent
amounts of memory or run
d iffe rent System software. To solve
your proble m, we need to know
all abou t yo u r se tu p , and th is is
w here yo u ca n fin d o ut . Ma ke sure
yo u are in the Finder, po int to the
Apple men u and go to the fi rst ite m
About This Macintosh. the n rel ease
th e mouse button.

after it had already been set up, it wo uld have a
similar effect.

The Extensions and Control Panels (which
are basically Extensions which enable you 10
adj ust their settings as you work ) mUSI be in
the System heap and, because they affect the
way that the System and Finder run. they
themselves a re a lwa ys running in the back ­
ground.

Incide nta lly, Apple Menu items are different
because they' re really JUSt programs which you
can access through their o wn menu - they
a ren 't doing anything to the System; the only
reason they ha ve a reputation as being System-

r---------------------------------------------------,
•

If your Mac ha s an exter nal m onitor, list t he make a nd model; If
l you a re using a vid eo card, give d e t ails:

I
f you send in a q uestio n fo r the MACFORMAT exper ts to sol ve,
p lease fill in and incl ude th is form (o r a copy of it) . And p lease
make sure that you include a ll the re le van t details - version
numbers of software and so on - so that w e have the best

chance of helping you. Send your form and question to;
Mac Answers, MAcFoRMAT, 30 Monmouth St reet , Bath BA I 2BW,
or Iax it to us on 0225 446019 .

Details of any SCSI d evices connected
(eg CD-RO M d rive, hard d rive, scanner):

Details of a ny oth e r relevant hardw are which could h elp us t o
answer your question:

Name ..

Ad d ress .

................................................... .
Now, use t h is space to describe your problem or q uestion .
Include as much relevant info rm ation as possi ble. Please
continue on a separate sheet if necessary.

Your Mac
(For example, Performa 200. Ilfx, PowerBook 145):

A pp roxim a t e age of machine; ..

Sys t e m ve rsio n
(see About this Macimosh screenshot a bo ve) :

Am o u n t o f RAM
(To tal Memory figure from the About Th is Macint osh d ialogue box);

A re you u sing virtual memory? YES/NO
(This is accessed from the Memo ry con trol panel under System 7)

Do yo u have j z -b tt ad d ress ing turned on? YES/NO
(Th is Is accessed from the M emory control panel under System 7) .~ J

MAC"ORMAT. IS S U E Ill . AUG U S T 1 9 9 4
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.£975.00

£665.00
.£795.00

. 150.00

.£1 ,499.00

.£2,49').00

.£4,575.00

.£l,I99.00

.£1,365.00

.£l,050.00

FuOSM -4032

0564 77;775

Mt;l.>lA & CAB L ES

PREMIUM QUALITY

14~lfl C.cn~ SyQuao Can.£49
88.' IB C.n1Wnc SyQunI On Ji,--S
2O(lM tI Galu S)'Qo.loo< Can JiWJ
roM8Gcnu; S)~ Can£-s
IZlI..~8 ....~o Optical Can.i.29
90 1l'IC<f'e O,\TTapc.£19
3" SCS4 S)~cm. abk£IS
3' SCSI Pniphc.... cobk .£ 16
""•.,...,.. SCSI ' cnn in,,,,or.£9

• • _ _ tt ..."..c

4N IXJRRIDGE KO AO. SOIJ llUu.. WEST ..... IDv.NDS. 693 BUT

incl . O ne Jr."'''''' ''''' SyQue" . C>on
';4MO Jt.2"9
H8...t1~ C 43'59
2QOM U C £539
:l'70;\lIJ 3.5~ .£439

EXTERNAL SYQUEST

2GB EXTERNAL -....~
OAT " = _ .V' l)S

THE PROFESSIONALS C HO ICE

.......!.oII>_ _ tt... c

Macintosh Le 475 Printer Bundles
~cinlosh Le 475 4180,~ St)'leWrlU!r U, bundled with full veBiOnS
O ariSWorks 1.0 (or Microsoft Works 3.0) & Apple Font Pack
Macintosh Le 475 4180, Lle$kWrtIeT 3 10, CSF and Co/our Xu, bundled with
full versions ClariSWorks 1.0 (or Mkrosoft Worit$ 3.0) & Apple Fonl: Pack
Macinlosh Le 475 4180, Apple St)'leWrller Colour Pro, bundled with ful l
versions dariSWorits 1.0 (or MiClosoft Works 3.0) & Apple Font Pack
~ucintosh Le 475 4180, Apple Pf!rsQn(lllmerWrlIer320, bundled~
full versions ClarisWorits 1.0 (or Miaosoft Worit$ 3.0) & Apple Font Pack.

Power Macintosh Systems - Summer Sped.abl
Power Mac intosh 6100/60 8/160 w ith 14" Perfc rma Plus Monilor
Power Macbuosh 7100/66 8I25OCD with 14" Trinitton Monitor
Power Macinlosh 8 100180 I6ISOOCD with 17" Mult iple scan Monitor
With FR£E Apple Keyboard 11 until end of July 1994.

Mad ntosh Periorma
Performa 450 with 14" Pesforma Plus Monitor
Performs 475 with 14" Performa Plus Monito r

PERFORMA SYSTEMS - AT lAST AVAlLABLE FROM YOUR FAVOURITE APPLECENTREI
You don) have 10 search among me dish·washers, washing machines, frldges, hi fl and retevtston 10 S« me
Maclnlosh Performa range, they are now available from AppleCenlre Preslon, where you are assured
of expert attention from dedicated sales people , b:icked up by experienced support slaff.
Performs 'WIth Apple's 14 " Colour Monl.lor are supplied complete with pre-lnstlIlled $Oftw:ue , AI Ease ,
OarisWorks 1.0 , Back·up u uncher and MaclntoMl PC Exchange.

340)0.11)
5001\111
10001" "

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES

EXTERNAL 128MB ~-
OPTICAL DRIVE =..... .'\,,73-;

MI A'.""'J1(~ R"n~., "rod'K"b COIl"" ....i'h SCSI u t ilit,.
!Qfiw:l~ . SCSI able & Ic m l in:lIOC' :and onc P::I.rs" W>ltT:lfI ly
M:.tCS1Urr a rc "pcclaliSl M lcroNet au t h o ri","--d~Ilers

Full MicroN.' _"ren d u m R:ansc .. Iso

av:o.ilab lc Including Ih" ne,"" 17 .5 G B Am y
call Colin Sld .....c ll o r Em .,." A d,jnson

onO~ 775775 (or m orl' d c."il.s

Get the MicroNet Advantage
Pt1werPC
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Programming theory Is all very well, but what
about putting It Into practice? Over the past year,
we 've covered all the HyperCard basics. Now's the
time to do something with It.

W
ith the excepuon 01 IaJI month.
M.\cPoRMAT reade rs have been get­
Ling an additiOnal item on their
cover diSk over the past few issues.

In a short Hypt:rC4rd slack/ u tility designed (a )
10 show you wlull HypnQJrd can do and (b)
how it does il - the scripts are not hidden, so
feel Iree 10 smdy. dismantle and use: them in
your own Slacks.

On the cover disk this month, you'll find a
stack called Phon,Lowr". This month and next.
we're going to lake a detailed look at this Stack.
beca use it demonstrates some useful HyperTalk
routines and tricks . I1 also demonstra tes how
HyperTalk lets you cont inually develop and add
to existing slacks.

Phone book wilh a twist
Do you do the son or Job, or have: the kind of
social life. where you regularl y talk 10 Oil dozen
or more people? Is it hard to remember what
you said 10 whom and when? I f you 're a Jour­
nalist. or involved in the legal profession. th is
can be very important .

JUSt as Important In any kind of business is
keeping your promises to call back, and keep­
ing the pressure up on slow payers, writers,
tradesmen, etc.

Which is why Phont LDgsu was wrinen. It
doesn't just let you look up the phone number
01a contact or company. It also;
• provides a scrolling. pop-u p not es field
which enables you to store as much inside inlo
about each contact as you like.
• Incorporates a timer, so you can keep track
of how long you spe nd on the phone during
each call - this helps you identify the time­
wasters and control your phone -tun e.

This is~.Il's~. Qld i ldex '$lylll
dlIlab1se, bul: wiIll SOll1I useful added fWufes ...

• provides a 'call log' which enables you to
record the cuicome of any telephone ccnversa­
lion. and automatically stamps each entry with
the date and duration of Ihe call ,
• offers a 'next call' feature. This enables you
10 type in what you should talk aboul next
time, and ~I a da le for that can.
• offers a 'calls loday' fea ture, which coueies
all the ' next calls' you' re due to make today.
• provides a real-time ' fi nd ' function which
searches Ih rough your list of names, progres­
sively zeroing in on the right name as you type
each successive character.

Notes field
PhoneLt!gj" uses a shon and very neat Il u le
handler for displaying a pop-up field. a ere 's the
script of the ' notes' button:

~ """""""a e t t he hiUte o f _ to DOt the ..
hiUte of _

eee the vid b l . o f 1I.l~ ~not.a~ to ..
tbe hiUte of _

eZI<! moua e Up

See how it works? The fi rst line simply toggles
the -hillte' property of the bu tton on and orf. If
it's on it turns it off, if it'S off it tu rns it on. The
second line simply sets the 'visible' prope rly of
the 'notes' field according to the 'hlllte' proper­
ty 01 the button. This simple on-off trick is used
for the 'call log' button too .

Start timer
This button activa tes a timer which keeps tick­
ing away until you d id: the bu tton aga in . The
duration of your call is then stored, together
with the da le and your own notes about the
call in the 'call log' field. It' s a fairly comple x
sequence of events - here's the buncn's script:

~­
g lci:lal ta
p lay bazp8i c:bDrd r:7
if U. -.bore _ o f _ i a " a urt ..

e.....

"'""put the ......... . Ieee ta
H t the _ o f _ to " atop"'

H t u. hil1 t . o f _ to truo8

put tlllPt:y i.Dto f1.ld ~t~

8boor ~d "tt-r"
ol>o

Ht u. _ o f _ to "aun. tJ.-er"
Ht the hil1ta o f _ to falH
~ -Reoon1 thia call" witb ....,..,
or "Yea"
it it 18 "TU "

"'""IICId -...up to bacItground ..

buttor:l - call l Oll"
get the mwoberr o f l iDe. i.D ft.t4 ,

" call 109'"
put the lcag data li " - li ..

field " t imftr" i.Dto liDe it .. 2 ..
of field ~call l og"

hide field - t imer"
H leee 11ne it .. 3 o f field ..
~call log"

"'-hide field ~ tiJDer"... "... "
...~""

Now then: are a couple of Interestin g things UJ

note about this script. First, you'll see that till'
name 01 the button changes when you press it
At rest. the button is called 'start timer', bUI
whe n the timer is running, the button's name
changes to 'stop' . This is really simple to do. AI
well as switching the button's 'hilite' betwees
true or fa lse when we click on it, we' re also
swapping its name bet ween two choices.

Second, we want the button to do one cl
two different things, according to its 'ltat(
when we press it. If the timer's not runnln..
we want it (0 sta rt the timer. If in already run­
ning. we want it to StOP and prompt us III
record the outcome of the call.

There are IWO ways we could do this. Wt
could check the button's 'hillte' property ulll
do one thing if il's false, the other if tt's true. Or
we rould check the button's name, and tt.sr
our decision on that.

In this case, the la tter is the besr Ihing 10 do.
Why? Well in order to have a timer runItiq
and updating ccnstaml y, we need to use tbr
Hype(l"alk 'idle' message - me only one tlYt'1
continually being sent even when you're IltI
doing anything. In tart, it is (11l1y senl whcl
you 're nO( doing anything. We can inlercqll
Ihis message wilh the following handler.
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it there i. a background button Netop"-PUt the eeeceee - tm & Neecon&!N ..
into field Ntimer"

"H
pan idle

.., "
m1 idle

The problem with the 'idle' message is that you
can only intercept it at ca rd level and above, So
to make it work in our case, we need 10 put
this hand ler in the background script (so that
in available 10 all our cards),

Now, we don't want the timer 10 be updated
all the time, because we have to get it to stop
sooner or later! And the way we've done that is
to get the handler to first check for the exls­
tence of a button called 'Stop' before going
ahead and upda ting the timer. Normally, there
isn't a buuon called ' stop' on our cards, Bu t
when we press the 'start timer' bu tton, its
name cha nges to 'stop' so the 'on idle' handler,
above, becomes active , The moment we click
on the 'stop' button to stop the timer, its name
changes back to 'sta rt timer' - the re 's no longer
a button called 'stop' and the 'on idle' handler
is deactivated ,

One more thing. Obv iously the timer has to
be started from zero, This means we need to
know when the timer was started, when it was
stopped and thus wha t the diffe rence was, We
can do this using HypaCard's ' seconds' func­
tion, This retu rns the number of seconds which
have elapsed since some not ional da te far back
in the Earth's history decided on by the Mac's
engineers, The precise value isn't important ,
because we're only after the diffaena in elapsed
time between when we start the timer and
when we stop it. When we start the timer we
store this -seconds' value in a variable, When
we stop the timer we get the latest 'seconds'
val ue, subtract th e one in our variable, and
mere's the difference. in seronds!

But to do this we need to share a variable
between two different handlers - one in the
bunon script and one in the background script.
For this we need to de fi ne a 'globa l' variable,
hence the crypt ic first line in both ha nd iers ,
'globaltm'.

The timer button does one more thing,
When you Stop the timer, it asks you if you
want to record the outcome of your call, If you
answer 'Yes ', it sends a 'mouseUp' message to
the 'call log' bu tton, This is effectively the same
as pressing the button yourself. This displays
rhe scrolling 'call log' field. Finally, the timer
button inserts today's date and the duration of

~ pop'up 'notes' field ~ disp layed via a bullonscript that
uses t~ button's 'true' and ' taise' properties,

your call, leaving a space between this and the
last ent ry , Then it selects the next blank line
ready for you to type,

The call log
The 'call log ' button simply toggles the scrolling
'call log' field on and off so tha t you can check
the contents, All the real work is done by the
tim er button, above, This is just lor examining
your previous discuss ions with that contact.

Next call
When you finish a call. you'll frequent ly want
to set a date for the next one, You might be
chasing a shipment, checking the progress of a
project or simply enquiring after someone's
health, If someone's said tha t he o r she w ill fin ­
ish a job by a certain date, then you can (a)
store a record of that and (b) be reminded
about it by your electronic ph one book!

Here's the bu tton's script:

cm llIO\IeeUp

'01101»1 factor
if the hilite of me i e false

"'""eet the hilite of me to true
abow field Nnext cal l N

.elect line 2 o f fteld "next call N

e lse
set the hilit e of me to falae
an_r Neall sg8in in" wi t h .,
"WeakeN o r NDllyflN Or "No changeN

put it into unit
if unit i e "DllysN

"""'put 3600*2 4 into factor

datecalc
e l ee i f unit i . "Weak eN

"'""put 3600*24*7 into factor
datecalc

...lee... "
hide field "next call N

... if

""" llIO\IeeUp

on datecalc
global factor
a e k "How manyN

III.lltiply factor by it
gllt the date

convert it to eeeceee
add factor to it
convert i t t o long date
put it into line 1 of fie ld Nnext; callN

end datecalc

This scrip t is interesting for a couple 01 reasons ,
The main one is the technique used to calculate
a futu re date. There is no in -built system for
working out the day and da te, say, 40 days
ahead (unless you've go t a calendar),

'rhe solut ion above is Quick and dirty, bur
very effective, First it asks you whether you
want 10 set a date days ahead or weeks ahead
(the mouseUp handler), According to your an­
swer, it then puts 3600·24 (the number of sec­
onds in a day) , or 7·3600*24 (the number of
seconds in a week ) into the variable 'factor '.

Closing the 'next ca ll' pop-up tield gives yo u the option of
selling a new eate for your next telephone conversation,

Control then passes to the 'datccalc' sub-rou­
tine, w hich asks you how many days (or
weeks) ahead you want to book the call , 'Date­
cere' mul tiplies the 'factor' by your reply to get
the number of seconds ahead you want to book
the eau. (Still wi th us?) ' Datecalc" then ta kes
today's date, converts it to seconds, adds it to
the value in the 'factor' and then ronverts the
'factor' back to a da te,

Sneaky, yes, but oh so effective . You can go
as far back or as far lorward as you like this
way. However, you can 't add a 'months' option
(or a 'years', lor tha t matter) because, unlike
days or weeks, they can be different lengths,

So why set up the 'datecalc" sub-routine?
Why not incorpora te it into the main handler?
It could be ta ken outside the 'if.., else' expres­
sion, surely?

Well it could, but we wanted a third, default
option - 'no change', This is because of the way
the 'next call' button/field works_ When you
call up the field, the text emry below the date
is highlighted so that you can update it if you
wish. Maybe you don't want to? Maybe you
just want to see what and whe n your next
'booked ' call is? In which case, simply click on
the 'next call' button again 10 hide the field,

This is when you 're required 10 set a date for
the call. If all you are doing is checking your
arrangements. you 'll be ha ppy with the current
date , So you need a 'no change' option 10 avoid
go ing through all the rigmarole of clicking on
'days ' or 'weeks' eIC. Now there is probably a
more elegant way of wri ting the button 's main
'mouseup handler (above) so that we can In­
corporate the 'datecalc' rou tine into the ma in
rode, and keep the 'no change' option, But it
was simpler just to creat e a separate sub-rou­
tine and call it when necessary, Besides, you
never know when the 'da tecalc' handler might
come in useful aga in! By moving it to the back­
ground or sta ck script you make it available to
lots of buttons, no t just one, fll<H:/~:""lo,..

That's a ll we've got space for this month.
There are a couple more buttons 10 ex­
p lai n, but w e' ll cover these nexr ume. If
you want 10 see how they work, take a
look at the scripts in the cover d isk Slack,
Also next month: more reader queries. So
if you've got a HyperCard problem which
needs 10 be resolved, drop us a line a t:
HyperCard, MAcFoRMAT, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath, Avon BAI2 BW.
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Actua lly, you d on't need to cop y the
so u nd file on to your desk top an d then
b ack aga in. You cou ld alter an unwanted
sou nd that is alread y in the System file by
p asting the d ata d irectly im o il, bu r th e
reason w e have show n you the sli gh tly
longer w ay round is because our ad vice is
to never use RfSlidil anyw here n ear the
System Fold e r. One w rong click n ear
you r Sys tem file and ins tead of seeing a
h ap py M ac w he n you start u p. you m ay
see a grump y Mac tell ing you to ca ll an
enginee r. Remember. k id s: RfSlidil is very
p ow e rfu l indeed and can serio us ly harm
your Mac, so don't lak e ri sks - it's n ot b ig
and it's not cl ever! We make no w arranty
as to the safe ty or u sefuln ess of a n y tech­
n iques d escribed. M ACFORM AT can not be
he ld respons ible for an y damage ca used
b y you r use of RfSlidil, no r ca n w e answer
q ueri es on it.

ber 8 a nd scroll down until you reach the
names of the players. Yo u can now edit these
with one important restriction: you must not
increase or decrease the number o f characters
in a name - an d remember that a space is a
character. Admittedly. this is not the most vital
use o f Rf$Edit. but we've always wanted to
challenge !<ai l Marx to a round of golf - and
give him a good thrashing.

Daniel cressev lrom London suggests that
you might like to try selecting About ResEdit
lrom the Apple menu with (o p t io n ] [corn ­
mand] pressed down. Then fo r something re ­
ally silly, try selecting A b o u t ResEdit w ith
[option) [command] a nd (s h ift ] pressed
down. Go on, try it l

If you have found some good uses lor
Rt5Edil, we'd like to hear about them. Get scrib­
bling to: ResEdil Ca pers, M ,A CFORM AT, 3 0

Monmouth St reet , Bath BAl 2BW and
share your wisdom. !7J~.,J;m~h

S
ySlem 7 bro ught us some more inter­
esting alert so unds such as Wild Eep,
Sosumi and who can forgetthe haunt­
ing melody of Quack? With ResEdit

you can steal... er- borrow sounds Irom games
or other applications to add to your own list of
alen sounds. Actually, using th is method you
can swap sounds around from one application
10 a nothe r wit h abandon, but this is a good
way to practise the technique.

Remember tha t sounds from commerdal
software are copyrighted, so don't use them for
anything but personal use. Both 01 this month's
tutorials come from Mike O'Bnen in Hull. w ho
gels a well deserved MACfORMAT T-shirt.

If you own PGA Tou r Goff then you might
like to know that you can change the names of
your opponents. This hack is very dangerous. so
make sure you o n ly do this to a ccpy of the
gam e . Open PGA Tour Gel/from within Rt$Edil.
then open the Code resource . Open code nurn-

Fancy changing yonr Mac's alert sonnd fr om a
beep Into something more exciting? Thonght so...

f-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -------- - - - -

[ 00l1on. .. ·1

Add ...

•••--~!!!'•••-\-S~It_

~..,

JI-.I . ndS Tram Wild hll
R . ... _

""

--
lA

You should find tllat this is !IOW

your selected aler! sound. but ~
~ isn't, bring up the Sound Control
Panel and set it from trere.

select Open lrom the Fill menu
and open the copyolthe soulld

file you've made on your desktop,
Again, open the snd resource so you
can see the name of your sound,

Scroll to the bottom
of the nst, Where you
will find the sounds
tllat appear In the
Sound Control
Panel.

I&a ,nd , from 01
R If..

97B6 13194 " G~ngBng u na"
97B7 16624 "Splosh.• no''
9700 15<188 - $flotter s""o

10046 636 "Fts lop 1. . nd"
10047 1068 " FiSt . 2.snd"

Click once on the sound you want to
copy {il you 'd like to heal~, seiec!

Try Sou n~ from the IIIId menu). Thtm select
Copy from the File menu.

( e.t.n, el ) I ,l!K I

So und, .eeo 10 oe Slared In In. S ~. l em

fiI . In order 10 b. a.e ll able 10 the
Mer lnla,h. Put · Shell e'" Inlo the S~ ' I.m

fllel

Orag your sound Icon on to the System Folder. Your
Mac will ask ~ you wantto put this sound into the

System lile, so confirm IlIat you do.

• Oi ISnd.nu "

Open the Ind
resource. ~ote:

some programs may lIa~e

their sounds in a separate
file, In the main application.
or hidden where you can'!
access them.

Find the System File - ~

looks li ke a suitcase.
Open il up by dou ble
clicking the icoo.

The job is

& done. so
save and

SNlt qu~ from
ResEdit.

You should rename
your I)!lW sound icon

to something appropriate,

= KS l lIKJ< 40

fject

Outlall

tl. "... -
9788 15488 "SnDttersndH

lo oe,. "' 1
OlgISn.J,r, tt

Ma~ sure you
(";:;;;-) rave no programs
~ I'\I nning (other

~slKn Falcltr than the Finder)
Begin by double

clicking the System Fokler
iron to open ~ up.

O!!.u 611 . , In, lud of orlglnel

._ I n'" frG m Wild [ep

CtIooslI Cl"" nom the Edit menu
to delete the old sound. and then

choose P..fe to enter your new sound.

Open ResEdit, then open the file - ~ can be a oame or
another awlication - that contains the sounds that

100 want to copy

A SOUND SWAP
Twelve easy steps to copying your fal'OOnle sound to use as your alert warning .
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STORAGE
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£42
pjweek

New Power Mac 8100/80
1 6iSOOCD.App~Hi Res14~

Monitor + &teoded Keyboard

Quark Xpress 3.2
Pagemaker 5
Clans Works 2.
Adobe Illustrator 5
Microsoft Works

44Mb Syquest Drive
88Mb Syquest Drive
1Gb External Hard Disk

Macintosh 14" R B
Macintosh 14"AV
Apple Colour Plus
Macintosh 17' RGB

.......
_..,. ~t........,.J,bl'" ' 11JO. _ .
~Appl<_ p<>U .o67S

~MR 8ml'iboti .""'pn<t .om
I<dII VAT .cIIPO(,O
T....J ......... OW'f.lf>"-' £625_28
TouI ....,.. pn<~ .(.22788ll
3l> """"""" p"......... f;fl/ll
w...Uy <qW,-...... ( 1 2!~ .06

695

670
440
215

'20

1655
1799
1995
1535
3214
2498

£24
pjweek

PRINTERS

PERFORMA BUNDLES
Partorma 450 4f1 20,wllh
Performa Plus Monitor
Performs 475 41160,with
Performa Plus Monitor

New Power Mac 7100/66
81250, Apple Hi Resl" "

Monitor + Extended Keyboard

750 LaserWriler Select 320
925 HP DeskWriter 560C

StyleWriter 11
399

1265
'S07
1995
2755
3775

'book 180 4f120 + .M:
P'book 18OC 4I160
P'book 180 411 60 + E.M :
P'book 520 41160
P'book 540C 4/230
P'book Duo 41230
'Price iroc:Mles~ MoOem

PllIs- Total support j"'lI/ Olll' of Btitain's /twst experienced a"d 5l1m:sifll f

rr{~l/isl'd A pple dca/m PIu s- o,,~ year'sIrei' Oil-Sire maintenance mill filII
Appll.' Il amlll ty Plus- The widest choice oJ U'ays to pay - Cash , Cneque.
A f(l'ss, I 'is(/ , A mcd((1Il Express, and a.fi'll rall.l?l' of credit terms III/d fl'lliill,1l deals.

£16
pjweek

___u_
New Power Mac 6100/60

8/160, Apple Hi Res14~
Monitor + Standard Kqboard

T he great new way to pay less for the grc;u new Power
Macintosh mac hines. M R BoxShift Plus offers you a full
three years to pay at astonishingly low rates. Srarr using a
new Po we r M ac tomorrow, and pay fo r it out of the
perry cash! You won't find a cheaper, better, easier way to
become a P O Wl'f Macintosh user.

FAX US FOR THE LATEST MACINTOSH PRICES NOW ON 071 6075102

POWER MACINTOSH

LC47S BUNDLES
Le 475 4/80 PI Plus
LC 475 81160 PI Plus
LC 111111 upgrade
To LG475

Power Mac 6100 8/160
Power Mac 6100 8I25Ocd
Power Mac 7100 8/250
Power Mac 7100 Bl5OOed!I v
Power Mac 8100 161500cd

Call MR BoxShift-Plus now 071-700 4621
ST. MARK'S STUDIOS CHILlINGWORTH ROAD, ISLINGTON, LONDON N7 8QJ

POWER MACS AT PEANUT PRICES !

"'__.....T ..... _ .. _

"'___ ;. _IIU: ....-.-__.------

New MR BoxShift-Plus Offer
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say w hich key was pressed and how hard it was
pressed. but not w hat sound is being played.
This is actually very useful. because you can
record a music line and decide late r what
sound you would like to use - try doing that
w ith a tape recorder!

To play back a MIDI recording, you need a
sound module or a synthesizer. If you mainly
want IQ listen to MIDI files and do the odd bit_.

Notator LO{/ic has theArran.gepagewe love, plus notation and loads of otOOr goodies.

IN

then transmitted back out again to the key­
board. The latter will replay the events just as if
someone was physically pressing the buttons.
And that 's basically MIDI.

All Mac MIDI interfaces plug into the printer
or modem port and ha ve at least one In and
one Out socket. Most use rs w on 't need any
more. but if you have a couple of svnths or
sound modules it's worth buying a model with
two or three Outs,
w hich saves connect­
ing instru ments to­
gether using their
Thru sockets.

The main thing to
remember is that
MIDI messages carry
instructions and not
sounds. Tha t is, they

The Mac's Internal sound system Is fun, but If you
want to cr eate some serious sounds, you need to
get to gr ips with synths, MIDI and sequencers.

OUT

MIDI
Interface

Synthesizer Of

Sound Module

Printer or Modem port

Shown here are the
ecnrecucnsyou'll need to
make to link your Mac to a
synlt1es.izer Of sour.d
module via aMID! intel1<1Ce
- it couldn't be easier.

GET CONNECTED

r~~~~~:r~~ AppleMacintosh

There are three M IDI sockets you will commonly see on a MIDI in­
strument:
• In is used to receive MIDI d ata.
• Out is used IQ Iransm il MIDI da ta.
• Thru passes on a copy of w ha tever MIDI m essages are arriving at
the M ID I In socket. Un like the DUI socket it does not transmit d ata
ge nerat ed by Ihe Instrum ent. Thru is used IQ link several ins tru­
m en lS toget he r.

A
fte r messing around with ·Sound Trecc­
er, which was on last month's MAc­
FORMAT cover disk, you may find the
music bug is starting [0 bite. Using the

Mac's internal sound system is great fu n , but
lor serious music making there's really no sub­
stitute lor a synthesizer.

You don't need a massive amount of musical
skill or money. What you do need are three
things: a MiDI interface, a sequencer and a
sound module. If you want 10 record music on
your Mac, you'll also need a keyboard.

Communication between the Mac and a mu­
sical instrum ent takes place via MIDI, which is
actually a communicatioos protocol rather like
the Hayes command set used by oomms pro­
grams. MID I is an acronym for MUSical Instru­
ment Digital Interface. bu t note that we call the
box which connects the Mac to a keyboa rd a
MIDI interface and not just a 'MIDI'.

Whenever you press a key on a keyboard.
twiddle the pitch bend wheel. put your root on
the sustain pedal or press a button to change
the sound. a MIDI message flies down the MID I
cable. These messages. being digital, can be
stored in your Mac using a sequcncer program.

"'ACFO~M "'T ' IS S U I! 15 ' ....UOU . T 1994
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to do your own thing, you'D probably prefe r ~

the flex ibility of a non-GM Ins trumen t.
A synth~iur will give you sounds plus a set

01 keys to play. but if you already have a sound
module o r if you do n't want to spend a fortune
on a symh. several small cont rolle r keyboa rds
are ava ilable.

Recent models include the Goldstar GMK-49
(a round (189) with 49 Iull-slze k~ys, pitch
bend whee ls. modulation wheels and buttons
to access 128 program chang~. The Kawai
MDK 6 1 11 ([349) has 6 1 keys. Program
Change buttons and good su pport for General
MIDI modules. The Kawai Data Cat ([ 149) is a
more compact unit with 37 keys. Yarnaha and
Roland also have controller keyboards to corn­
plemem th eir sound modules. There's Roland's

MIDI INTERFACE TIP
The Outs on inlmacn w llh more than one Out all carry identical
data, which st ill limits your Out pul to 16 M IDI channels. A cheap
way 10 gn another 16 channels Is to~d a very cheap interface 10 the
OIh~ Mac pon - pri mer Of modem. BUl make sure your 5C'qU<'~
can access both pens fl rsl .

",..

IN

tha t the polyphony has to be shared between
the m usic pans, so if you do use all 16 music
lines. each would only ha ve one-and-a-ha lf o r
two notes each.

At th is point. it's wonh saying a few words
about Gene ral MIDI (GM) . This is a worldwide
standard which specifi es tha t all GM instru­
ments con tain a cen ain set o f sounds, so a
MIDI file played on any GM instrument will
sound roughly the same.

GM instruments contain a reasonable se lec­
tion of workaday acoustic and synthy sounds,
bu t are main ly 0 1 inl erest to people who want
10 play third-party MIDI files, of which there
a re thousands (see o ur February and March is­
sues for a list of MIDI file suppliers) . If you
never want 10 play a third-party file and prefer

CON ROL

.,.......

u
- -

r:::::::::::. - - - - ­
~ ------ -

--

lOll un use a MIDI
ilIerIaaI with flIOf'lhan one
CM 10 control lurthtr sound
-.odIJles from your Mac:.
TIlese are lht COlIl.alollS

l'OU'I need 10 make.

ri rditing. a sound module will be fi ne . x owev­
et. if you want to record music too you need a
Uyboard. altho ugh guitanSIS can also bu y
MlDI-~uippro guitars.

MIDI su pports 16 different channels. which
eeans it can handle music infonnation for 16
diflerelll music lines a l the same time. If s a bi!
like having a 16· piece band or orchest ra a t
your disposal. but to make th e most o f it. you
need an tnstrume n r which is 16-pa n m ulti-urn­
bral - that is. one which can play 16 diffe rent
sounds at once. Most modern ones are, bu t not
all, so check before buying.

Another fea ture 10 check is the mstrumenrs
polyphony. MOSt modem tnstrumems are 24,
28 or 32·nOle polypho nic. pe rhaps more. That'S
quite adequate for most users but bea r in mind

- - - - - - - - - - - --- - ----- - - - - - -

A sequencer is a device w hich can recei ve
and store MIDI data, then Iransmlt It agaI n.
As MID I dat a is d ig ita l. It 's easy for a corn'
purer program to do th is . How ever, modem
sequencers are far more powerful than mere
recording and playback devices.

Most sequencers work o n multi -track tape
recorder principles. w hich g ive$ mOSI users a
poim of reference. They have a certa in num­
ber of tracks, and record. p layback, stop and
fast forward buttons, bu t that' s w here the
similarities end.

As MIDI data Is s imp ly a liS! of numbers,
il is easy to edit. You can home in on the
smalleSl aspect of a perfoemance, change a
single note among a clust er o f lIIMly, all~
the playback speed, change the p itch and
perform many other funct ions which would
be pbysical ly impossible 10 do w ith tape.

For example, the quanlisalion functi on

can pull sloppy playing back. tmo lime. If
you can't p lay very w el l. you can create
pieces in step-rune by recording one note at
a time. SeQu~ncers with an Arrange page en­
able you to record lo ts o f small patte rns and
li nk tbem together by dragging them around
the screen. This is an extremely In lu itlve
way of w orking.

Some sequencers have a score runcnon, so
musicians wbo are fami liar wi th norauon
can edit on the stave. But don't worry if you
can't read music. because there are other edt­
10rs commonly known as grid or piano roll
editors (so named because they look like the
punched piano rolls used by old p lOlyer
pianos). These edlters show ncees as oblong
bars o n Ol grid. Information is fairl y friendly
because the evem list wnt canslare MIDI
messages into English.

Budgn buys include St~inberg's OIbast

Lite ([99 from Harman). This program has a
superb Arrange page and notation, but lacks
any ot he r fonn of edltlng, which could be a
drawback as you advance. Opcoce-s EZ
Visi"" (£129 from MCMXClX) is a good bud­
gel buy, w hile MusicShl1p a t [149 is essential­
Iy El Visi"Pl w itb nota tion.

If you don't want 10 spend any money at
a ll. phone OSCar Music and ask for the lime
demo d isk. lime is a very welf-rearured
scorewrtter and we looked al it in deta il in
MA CFOIUolAT issue 11.

If you wanl 10 stan off with ilD up-market
5C'quenccr which you can grow into, there
are vancus ve rs ions of Cubast (from (449),
Emaglc's N()(II/Or Wgic ([499 from Sound
Techno logy), Passport's M ast6 Trades Pro
([199 from Arbil~) , o pccde-s Vision (0 99)
and Mark of lhe UnJcom's Ptrfin'mn' (£499
from Sound Technology).

7 3
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SM PTE: Soct~y of Motio n Picrurc: and
Televlslon EnginttJ"S,. SMPTE rode: is a
pretesslona l synchronisalion s tandard
used in the p ro-audio industry.

Multl-llmbral: w he n an inst rument can
pl ay severa l sounds ill o nce via MIDI.

SOu nd m odule; csscmial ly a synthesizer
Wilhoul the keyboard. If you already have
a ke yboard. you probably don', wan! iUI­

other SCI of physical keys, so sound mod·
ules arc a more cosr-ettecnve way of
add ing more sounds 10 your SCIUp .

GM (Ge ne ra l MlDn: thls is a standard
w hich specifies that all GM Instruments
contain a eertatn set of sounds, so a MIDI
fi le: p layed on any GM msuu mem w ill
sound rough ly the: same,

Polyphony: (h e: number of n Ol:CS an in­
strument can play Oil the same lim e.

-

Lime is accrnprehenslve notation-based seqvencer wIllch
ytlU can Iry teicre ytlu buy.

~
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You can use MIDI nwu toCiOl."
~ irJstruments to !he ~,.!he
_lIlll!. Just ~!he INds In lhII
right sowts n you're '"J

S:I1:2t , ..

- - 00000

Sound Modull!

Arbite r 11'1: 08 1 202 1199
Goldstar 11'1: 0296 720787
Harman 11'1: 081 2075050
Kawai 11'1: 0202 296629
Key Audio 11'1: 0245 34400 1
Macware bouse tel: 0800 18 1 332
M CM.XClX tel: 081 963 0663
Oscar Musi c tel: 071 377 6294
Roland te l: 0252 816 181
Sound Technology te l: 0462 480000
Yarnaha tel: 0908 249 194

into the Mac. We check QUI some: of these nexr
mon th. We'll also be looking 31 some: Mac
music bundles conseung of a GM sound mod­
u je and m usic software and cables - c:vc: ryching
you need 10 gel started for as uure as £3691
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PC-200mkll (0 05) and PC-I SO (£139) and
Yamaha's CBX-K3 (099).

Connect ing evervrhing togethe r is fairly
easy. The MIDI Ours go 10 the Ins and vice
versa. You can connect several modules using
MIDI Thru. As you add inst ru ments you can
USC MIDI Thru boxes o r a MIDI Switche r.

The cheapest inte rface is the MiO lFace LX
from Alle<h SYSlems (£41 from MacWare­
house ), bUI a beuer option is Opcode's MIDI
Translator 11 (around £70 from MCMXCIX). It
has one In, three OUlSand l.EDs which show In
and Out activity. It also ha s a thru switch (not
to be confused with MIDI Thru) which enables
you 10 use your printer or modem without
having to reconnect everyth ing.

If you want to synchronise to ta pe o r video
via SMPTE, then MIDlman's Mac Svncman
(£229 from Key Audio) is good value.

You can eve n get a MIDI interface for noth­
Ing. w ell, a lmost. Many current sound modules
have a To Host connector, which plugs directly

CONNECTING MODULES WITH MIDI THRU

f-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --;
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fe.ional Iookinc newsletle", flyers, stationery,
brochures and mo~ in seoonds, beesuse Home­
Puhlish~ auto-creates them for )-00 . You just

rtad the r ' lelI . and click!

11 ' , &0 simllk with J!omd ' \lhlioM[

G.-ning started CQuM not be
easie r . Silllj,ly choose the

AUloCreale fu nction and then

decide ",hich of the docu-

mcnte you wish to produce ~ ..•. ~

from the menu, ChOOlle II WOmePf/~' ~-
styk from the prcdCliiglled """'--!..J!..tJJ!i.her
options. Then type in your - --;

text (or import it from )-our word processing

provam). Finally, print. That'li all there ill to it!
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II rTe11iTl! .isllalfl, you can capture just what you

need rrQIn iu own lIdtction of clip-art pphics,
And if )-011 ,;et more ad.-m lurous, Ilome­

llublisher ..iD p,'e )'011 all the 6eribility )'00

need 10 c~ate your 0 " '11~ and lajocts.

If you like the idea of desktop publishins.

";l hout the 50()..~ .....nual. iL5k )'oor dealer
for lIomePublisber. For an easy £69.95 or kM.
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New Dorument

-

When you select a new document in ClarisWorks. thfs SCreel
comes up wrth no lewer than six modu les to pickIrom.

spray can. paint brush. single pixel pen and
eraser tools. You can cusromtse the spray am
and intensity. tune the paint brush shape righl
down ro a dot, and define the 64 fill patterns
and 32 edi tabl e colour gradients .

If you often work with colours, you'u find
the editable zse-coiour palette is the most in­
spiring feature of Clarisworks't second genera­
tion. Millions of colours are available lor edu­
tng. but you can o nly use up to 256 on any one
palene. You can load one 01 five preset palenes
via lh e Preferences menu. Customised
pale ttes can be saved, and substitu ted lor the
d efault palette in a ll environments, thus replac­
ing the standa rd 81 te xt and graphic colo urs .

Once you've painted someth ing. you can try
OUl the special effects. It's these that really set
the paint mode apart from the drawing mode
(caUed 'graphics' in the original ClariJWorks ap­
plication). Using the lasso, rectangle or magic
wand select tools. you can choose an a rea ol
the canvas, and then shear (tilt) . distort . resizr.
flip or rotate it. By blending. tinting. darkening
and lightening, you can add feeling and atmos­
phere to your artwork. You can also expen­
ment with alternative colour schemes by "in­
verting ' the colo urs.

The drawing mode sha res three new toois
with the painting one. The bezigon tool enable!
you to create shapes with curved and square

The end 01 the rainoow? Fill gradients which blern! up 10 four
colours can be ed ited by effect. local point and angle usill\l
tne comprehensive zss-cccur palette.

If it's a small step lrom ClarisWorks 2 to 2.1, it's
a giam leap from version I to 2.1. In addition
to th e c -matl and hyphenation features, the lat ­
est upgrade offe rs you everyth ing previously
found in version 2.

As far as version 1 users are concerned, th e
best new featu re is the paint module. Docu­
ments and frames created in the paint mode
give tha t extra bit 01 zip to any presentation
material you design . Yo u can also add them to
word processing. drawing, sp reedsbeer and
database layou ts. Th e regu lar drawing tools like
line. rectangle and circle a re bolstered by a

however, il yo u could speci fy the numrnum
word length before the hyph enation. This
would save you entering all so rts 01 short
words which make peo-ple look stupid w hen
split into the hyphenation file.

The electronic mailing fea ture in ClarisWorks
2.1 is probably less useful to the average user. It
requires System 7 .1.1 a long with Appl e 's Pow­
effa lk and 4Mb of RAM. Basically, it ena bles
you to tu rn Cla risWorks documents into 'mailer
documents which you can then send to othe r
use rs on your network. You can add notes to
received 'le tte rs' for reply or forwarding. You
can a lso set up default text sty les which w ill
differentiate your reply text from that 01 the re­
ceived letter. If you don't wa nt to put an
e-mail note into an important document, you
can 'enclose' up to 50 documents within the
mailer, add a sepa rate note, and mail th em ofl
in a cluster.

The e-mail function also ena bles you to send
documents in severa l file forma ts including
ClarisWorks, MacWriU. MS Word, Word Perfect,
RTF and in m ultiple fo rmat s. Yo u can eve n
send screen snapshots.

The trouble with the e-matl function is that
it' s useless unless you have the new System
with Poweffalk installed. 11 eats memory like
nobody's business, and, the chances are, if you
can afford to buy a Mac network where all the
machines have Poweffalk and enough spare
memory to run c-matl, you can also aflord the
more powerful and feature-laden dedicated e­
mail softwa re .

From version I to 2.1

•

...
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Where to begin?

__.~ --'---"-"e'.. " ..,

CMrisWorks 2 rs word processor wi ll automatically split
words of six or more lellers which lall at the end 01 a line .
You can. however. specify how you prefer certain words to
sp l~ via the hyphenation dictionary.

•

Several factors will undoubtedly influence your
decision, but the first must be which version of
the program you're currently running. Upgrad­
ing lrom Claris Works 2 to 2.1 is j ust a sm all step
- version 2.1 o nly conta ins two extra features:
electronic mail and hyphenation.

The hyphenation function is the m ost useful
new feature. especially if you want to tidy up
the distribution 01 text in your wo rd processing
documents, te xt frames and database fields.
ClarisWorks will automatically hyphenate words
01 six or more letters if they fall a t the end of a
line. You can set discretionary hyphens as you
type in the text , and you can also customise or
prevent the hyphenation of particular words by
editing the hyphenation file. It would be bette r,

ClarlsWorks. one of the most popular integrated
packages ever, has undergone two upgrades
during the last year. The question Is do the new
versions r eally merit the upgrade price?

/-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,

N
eXI time you sit down in front of your
Performa or Le. ask yourself if you're
lacing the C!arisWorks dilemma. Let
me explain: Claris has upgraded its

spunky little do-l t-all package twice in the past
yea r, a nd while ve rsion 2.1 has been on th e
market for several months now, Pcrformas a re
still sold with version I pre-rnsraued on th eir
hard disks. Some retailers a rc com inuing to
offer version I wi th th eir Le packages. and ver­
sio ns L 2 and 2.1 arc all now com monl y used.
Amid the confus io n and sales hype, the dilem­
ma you may be facing is whether or not yo u
should upgrade.
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The octagon aoove has been distorted, perspective-a ltered ,
rOlatetl. sheared, lightened and darke ned. The first tree is in
ilYe~ed colour, the second is blendedand the third is tinted.

corners. while the regular polygon tool draws
equilateral shapes with up to 40 sides. The
pipene tool will enable you to define Fill
colours. patte rn s and gradients by sampling
those on existing objects. I can't help thinking
it would have been better if it also picked up
the pen thickness, colour and pattern for the
border of your shape, but it is nevertheless still
quite bandy.

The drawing mode now enables you to styl e
up a master page which sits un alterably behind
each page of a document. You can, for instance,
design a constant background pattern fo r your
document. The only trouble is that you can't
~ the maste r page while you're working on a
document, so you risk covering up anything
you've put on it.

The new paint and graphic functions offered
in ClarisWarks give it some very versatile design
and presentation capabilities .

Text and shortcuts

The ttxt envi ronment used in ClarisWorks 1 was
pretty good at emulating all the most frequent ­
ly used features of any reputable word proces­
sor. as it was. The Outline feature in versions 2
and 2. 1, however, helps you structure your
work by enabling you to expand or collapse it
according 10 sections and subsections. Sections
can employ bullet points with symbols of your
rhoice (number, letter, Roman numeral o r
shape). ClarisWarks has a series of preset outline
formats. These offer different ways of o rganis­
ing your sect ions, subsections and sub-subsec­
tions. or you can, if you prefe r, design your
own. You can enter section headers and create
subsections as you go, o r you can name all the
sections beforehand. and go through typing
your information under each one. Outline is a_.-. ..., ..,

. ­------._-----

Here. our drop menu gives us the most common personal
IitIe options. So instead of lypino in Mr. Mrs or Miss. you
JIsIllouble-elickand tab to the next field

WhO needs Ou;cKeys when ClafisWorksenables you to
reco rd macros. then design snortcut buttons for them- all in
glorious ful l colour? Not me. that's for su re .

marvellous function if you're nervous about or­
ganising w rinen work, because it forces you
into a logical approach. It 's great fo r reducing
work to summ aries and expanding it again into
fully detailed reports.

Adding frames or objects 10 a word process­
ing document is easie r w ith versions 2 and 2.1
because of the new te xt wrap feature. Text is
shaped automatically around any graphics o r
frames in your document.

Macros in ve rsions 2 and 2.1 are incorporat ­
ed into the sboncurs option. Shortcuts is a
panel of buttons w hich enables you to change
the size and style of your text, open fram es and
ne w documents. CUI. copy and paste. change
alignment and so on. Any recorded macros can
be added to the shortcut palette, and you de­
sign the button. In version 2.1. shoncurs can be
set 10 run automatically when you launch
ClarisWorks or open a document, and there is
balloon help lor the soortcut pad.

Publish and Subscribe, which was made pos­
sible under System 7, is another useful featu re
of the second generation of ClarisWorks. Thi s
enables you to share information between a
number of documents, so that each time you
upda te the in formation in a publisher docu­
ment, all the documents subscribing to that in­
formation are updated automatically. So if you
set up a spreedsheer and make a chart. you can
send that chart 10 any number of other docu­
ments. Then, w hen you alter the spreadsheer
and the chart changes. ClariSWorks will auto­
matically upda te th e chart in all the documents
subscribing to it.

And thc rest.;

The best improvements in the spreadsheet part
of the application are the ne w charting options.
You can now paint pictures w hich represent
the subject of your graph. and then stack them
up in colourful pictograms.

The database in ClarisWorks 2 and 2 .1 in ­
dudes an extremely useful new feature lor au­
tomatic data input. So that when you define a
field . you can tell ClarisWorks to enter the date
or lime of the entry, Of give each of your
records a serial number. If you like, you can
even set up a drop menu of possible emrtes to
save you from re peatedly typing in the most
common ones.

The communications environment handles
incoming data a little better than it used to, en­
abling you to store screen-overflow in a scroll­
back panel. Perhaps the most significant tm-

Extremely usefu l for designing page layouts and repo rts. the
text wrap 1unction puts text neatly around picture frames and
other free objects - avery handy feature

provement in this area. though, com ms docu­
ments can now be printed directly without the
need 10 copy and paste them into ano ther envi­
ro nment. And a new custom phone book en­
ables you to sto re frequently used numbers.

Dilcmma sotveu
The resounding advi ce from any Claritworks 2,1
use r would be to upgrade, and we can only re­
pea t that here. If you're still using version 1.
the leap forward is incredible; what's more,
there's no sacrifi ce in terms of either ease of
use or fluid transition between modules. The
improvements, particularly with the paint.
graphics and colour options, are irresistible in
themselves. and w hen coupled with the short­
CUt S, publish and subscribe, outline and text
wrap features, the second generation versions
rea lly do overshadow ClarisWcrks I. It'S not
such a great leap from 2 to 2. L but the upgrade
is fairly inexpensive - and that's what makes
ClarisWorks 2.1 the most fun. fflUYY"'" '(14 lv,,,,.

WHERE TO GET IT
• Price: £ 195 (upgrade from versio n 1 costs
£60, and £20 from vers ion 2) .
• Req ui res: System 6.0.5 or la ter wi th 1Mb
of RAM in System 6 and 2Mb in system 7 .
(You need 4M b of RAM and System 7 . 1. 1
wi th PowerTalk to run electroni c mai L)
• For more det a ils about a full package
contact Clads on 08 1 7 56 0 10 1. For upgrade
details contact the Claris Upgrad e Service
on 0 800 929005.

JARGON BUSTERS

Fra mes: g rap hic objects which can con­
tain tex t, pa int ings, o r spread shee ts.
Frames give you access to other tools from
other modules. These frames are In tro­
duced via the too ls bar, and behave as
free objects on the screen.

Inverting: changes colours on screen to
photo-nega tiv e.

Objects: shapes crea ted w ith the draw
tools w hich can be selected. mov ed, edit­
ed, layered and deleted by dick ing on
them and then picking them up by their
corner o r side hand les.
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Liven up boring uninspiring data w~h pretty layouts.
especially using the new range 01 gradient fills.
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An excellent utility to create aplethora 01text effects to make
your wens simply glow wrth professionalism.
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An excellent littleutilfly to organise your days trom morning
till night -and remindyou of impending birthdays.

•icroso

MS WORKS' WORD PROCESSOR IN ACTION

Clar is did have the integr ated package market
pretty much sewn up - until now, that is.
Microson has responded with Its own new
improved version - t his is how it measures up...

I
t's not so long ago that Microsoft had the
integrated works market all to itself. Th~1I

ClarisWorks was launched and kicked sand
in Microsoft's face, becoming a runaway

success by offering a clearly superior product.
At last, Microsoft has retaliated with the launch
of Microsoft Works 4.0, which has been on a
body-building course and is not prepared to eat
sand any longer. It is heavy on features. but not
a t the expense of becoming too complicated.
and much effort has been made to ensure that
the day-to-day jobs are simple and intuitive.

The program include s a word processor.
database, spree osbeer and dra wing layer. which
are all standard for an integrated package, but
it now includes a paint layer to match Clam·
Works featu re for feature. To go one better. Mi·
crosoft Works 4.0 now also boasts a Calendar
module. which is really a diary 10 keep track 01
your appointments. I have always resisted
using a diary program because it's too mudl
bother 10 open it up to enter your appoim­
ments, but thi s one is so easy and powe rful that
I would actually use it.

Entering an appointment is as simple al
clicking on the appropriate day and time, then
typing in the information. You can set an alarm
reminder to go off any length of time before
the event to jog your memory. You can also de­
fine how often an event happens; for example,
that you must phone your mother-in -law every
Thursday evening at 6,55pm, just be fore her
favourite telly progra m starts. 10 keep the con­
versation short. One click of the button will
show you how the week or even the month is
shaping up. and there is a Find function to help
you when you forget which day you're having
the poodle shampooed. There is also a To Do
list, where you type in a job that needs to hi'
done, select how urgent it is from a pop-up
menu, and finally choose what day n needs to

be completed by. The list of jobs is sorted by ur­
gency and dale. so a quick glance will remind
you of the most critica l items.

I1 may not be as sophisticated a professional
organiser as Dal/'book Pro, reviewed in MACfOR·
MATissue 14, but it isn't tOO far 011. And what it
lacks in high-end features - which you never

Ruler with tools tor looming.
formatting. and inserting the
date or time,

Spreaosneets can be placed into
your word processing documents
w~h all the functions ot the
spreadsbeet module,

Headers are typed dirllClly into the
lop marginof the document which
is shown on screen.

Wor'UL I flU/.

Excellent text·wrapp ir\9 featu res
enable you to to automatically how
your text around any object Of
picture on tile page.

w.~ at WOr1d Ine. mt proud or!he sI3rt ltJot ltMr ~..,. Ills ma~.~ IIglnS
sroovr lNJ: 0 ...~iClions -. ngtt on <:o~ and shouk! <:or'tj n"" 1ft<> !he ntllt

aSl<eo<l ~at&dly is _ th iS A 8 t
~..,. a<tua lly dOeS. I m<tSt
a<tnl lNJ: I doril know bll: rm
. .... lNJ: we manlhct\r.
SQIl'lethi"ll ~ othtr. I IIlv.
peISOJIIl11y set~ an In.eSl:l9ltlon
team IDMnd Oll: Vttlat I is we do
and WTltn we Mnd Olf r ll
a_ report ID tell you. I
I'ntlln tin& I wouk! apprec'
P"""'canyondol"ll_
IrrormatIonaboll: Vttlatwe
youp....... Iet .... . ""was

Tool bar with short-cuts for saving,
prinliJlg and spell cheeki Jlg, among
other th ings.
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pict u res in EPS Iotmat, which means that they
can be resized without loss of quality.

When Cla ris created the database in its w",.1a
package, It had the advantage of having already
created FikMlilm Pro. and S(I just produced a
ro t-down version lor Cllil risW" rla. Microsolt had
to wri te its database from scratch. an d it has
taken it a while to get il up to a good standard.
You can view your data in one of tWO ways, the
fint being to create custom lo rms where you
deride which fields you want on a layout. and
how you would like them arranged. It's easy to
draw graphics and place logos to prod uce ve ry
good -looking layouts and the re is no limit to
the number of forms yo u can have. A typical
scenario would be a database with a fo rm con­
taining all the fields fo r Inpuulng data, a form
cont ain ing mos t fi elds in a convenient o rde r 10

read, and another form wilh j ust the address
fields laid out 10 print envelopes. The second
way to view data is the List View option. This
looks identical to a spreadsheec grid and is great
lor browsing tea 01data quickly. Ente ring data
is olten easiest on this screen, unless you have
a lOt 01fields making it too wide to be practical.

If you wish 10 find fields con taining speci fic
data, then the filter tool is very powerful. You
can request all the records 0 1 males who are
not du e holiday. and are eithe r over 50 or

THE FLOATING TOOLS PALETTE

ColurIw; tool 10 6mr
c:oIumlls 01~~ RI
silt \of lli$It desttOIl-
0Qwing tools \of al lhe
Woes .., SQl'9ljles you.....

V365 c %
Arrw S I

Formatting made slmp,.,le,-
The margins that you set for the to p and bot ­
tom of the page are shown on screen. and you
can Iype your headers and Icorers directly in to
them, so you can see on screen how the docu­
ment will look when printed. Selecting
Co lum ns Irom me Format menu brings up a
dialogue box that enables you to pu t your
whole document into two. three or lour
columns. If you want a more complex layout, a
news letter fo r instance. then you can d raw any
size columns and link them in wha tever order
you wan t. Users of w",k$ 3,0 will be delighted
to know that Microsoft has greatly im proved
the ease of use of this feature. Select whether
you want two. three o r lour columns. drag the
mouse to draw a rectangle on the screen. and
the program automatically draws equally sited
columns 10 fill the rectangle and links them
from leh to right lor you. If you want a photo
in your newslette r, it' s no problem - the pro­
gram can Import most popular gra phic Iorrnats
and indeed W"rks 4.0 comes with 34 clip an

tools. tabs. and indents.
with the new ability to
move the left indent
while leaving the fint
line indent where it
was. The tabs are limit­
ed in that there is no
option 10 au tomalically
create a line from one
tab to another, to give
Ihe ettecr (found in an
index o r table 0 1 con­
tents) which leads the
eye Irom text to assoct ­
ated numben. Although
there is a decimal point
tab. there is no tab tha t
can line up dl.aracten
like dashC'S or colons.

There is a new 1001
for automatically crear­
ing bullets at the start of
each paragraph. and o n
the subjea of para ­
graphs (thanlr::s. Ann
and Nick). you can copy
paragraph formats. fo r
example tabs and in·
dents, and paste them
on 10 other paragraphs. You can also now copy
and paste the format of characters, but you
can't actually create slylC'S lor use across differ­
ent documents.

nee Pr ice Hard Disk Keyboard
Size I

i' CIII £499 80Mb Ves
LC475 £599 to 160Mb No

£659
•

660 AV £999 230Mb No
61 00 /60 £ 11 95 180Mb No

TItilIs lit f l ' a d /or pulling dN into sin1pIe grids when you don' need till! pll'ftl" of a

F10atlng tools

use anyway - it makes up lor in simplicity and
use of use.

One thing you will want to remember is to
write to your mum, which brings me to the
word processor. (I learnt abcur linking lrom
watching Ann and Nick.) Since mOSI users o f a
Works package will spend the maJori ty 01 their
urne typing.. th is is the most important module
of the program. Thankfully, rather than chang­
Ing everythi ng a round. Microsoft recogniscd
that they had a good word ptccesscr and JUSt
added a few tools and functions. There is now a
tool bar a long the top of the screen with but­
lOOS to ca rry OUt the mOSt common tasks such
.s printing. saving or~1I chcd:ing.. and these
short-cuts change depending o n which module
rou are using. The tool bar Includes a pop-up
menu to sejecr the fo nt and size of your text.
bu t the Slz~ menu doesn 't have an Other size
option - pity. At least you can now have tu t at
any size up to 512 points. which Is all you need
unkss you have incrroibly bad eyC'Sight.

1be floating tools palette has. Igain tha nkfully,
DOl been redesigned; it just has a Iew extra
nems, such as a sclection of painting tools. All
the usual painting ite ms are he re: such I S
brushes. rubbers, a fill tool and spray can for
budding vandals. Other new tools indude a
table genera tor, equation maker and the abil ity
10 embed a sp readsheet in a word pllX'nSing
document. I neve r needed th iS laSt feature
when using ClarisWDrla. but I guess ifs it case of
keeping up with the Joneses. The re is only one
new drawing feat ure: a pop-up menu of useful
ready-made shapes such as mangles. cubes.
speech bubbies and - wait fo r it - palm trees.

When you have fi nished playing with all
these toys and sta rt wrttlng, you will find an
excenem word processor with eve ry teaiure
you need. When low-end word processors are
this good. there is little need to buy a p-ores­
sional package, un less you need something ex­
lremely specialised . On e great fea ture is a word
counte r that not only counts the words in the
whole document, but also counts just a h igh­
lighted selection, which is someth ing I genuine­
ly need. Another powerful featu re is the ability
10 CUt and paste by highlighting text . placing
the mouse on th e selectio n, and then Just drag­
ging nto a different location. You can copy and
paste by holding IO p tlo nl when you drag the
iext, with no need to use pull-down menus. In
~ I liked the word processor SO mu ch that I
wrote th is review In Microsoft W"rla.

The ruler holds the align me nt and spacing

---------------------------~
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Featur es
Good w~h a pa rticularly strong word
processor.

Documentation
Very functional, bul hardly gripping.

Ease or use
The 1001 bar makes Ihings even easier.

Price: £129 Upgrade: £55
Requ ires: 68020 Mac with System 7. up 1016Mb hard
diskspace and 4Mb RAM. Available: mid July.
For more details contact Microsoft on0734 270001 or
their upgrade hotl ine on 081 61 4 8000

MACt-'ORMAT RA'I'ING

anyone w ho wants to give com mercia l demon­
strations will not be satisfi ed with the pawn
You get the impression that Microso ft was only
intent on saying that Works 4.0 can do every.
thing ClarisWorks can. If a job's worth doing, it'\
worth doing well. so my grandfather alw3f1
said - mind you, he was an executioner.

Microsoft Works 4.0 has addressed the com­
plaints that t had with version 3.0, and seems
to have solved JUSt about all of them and come
up with a great product. However, there is al­
ways a price to pay for quality, and in this case.
it's hard disk space, RAM and speed. The fuU
installat ion will take 16Mb of your ha rd disk.
which could be especia lly difficul t if you want
to keep an earlier version on your disk during 3
change·over period. Works 4.0 is ve ry memory
hungry, and although it will work on a 4Mb
machine, you can forget multltasking with any­
thing bigger than Teach Texl. That aside, !hi!
program ha s all the features I want, and per­
sonally, I like th e pleasant look and feel of it. U
you have an earlie r version. then it is definitely
won h upgrading. ~,JmifA

Value rc r money
Has everything most people wi ll neec.

It is w hen you need to do complex calcula tions,
particularly financial ones, that you w ill need
the spreadshect. Most spreadsbeet s that you
encounter generate the same excitement as get ­
ting a letter offering you a nasal ca re kit and
Works 4 0 is no exception. You type in the data
and calculate totals with thrilling commands
such as '=Sum (A I :B IO)' . Averages, standard
devia tion and lots more calculations to stimu­
late accounts are provided. and the re is also a
function to calcu late Pmt. Sadly. it doesn't do
something useful like telling you when to avoid
crtncstng the wife's cooking. but instead tells
you how much you need to repay on a loan.

The only interesting part of a spreadsheet is
the charting tools. and this is one area w here
Works 4.0 is unimpressive - no improvements
have been made from version 3.0 . You have a
limited number of opt ions w ith nothing as sexy
as 3D charts . Using a spreadsheer is basically
the same from a sbareware program to Excel, so
companies have to work on the frilly bits to
prod th e apathe tic. Microsoft has created a
good, simple sprcadsheer and seems content to
leave it alone rather than improving it through
new versions. w hich seems a shame - it lets the
rest of the program down.

One area where Works 4.0 really comes to­

gether is the slide show feature. This enables
you to show a series of graphics. including
spreadshee t charts. as a presentation show.
However. this is a very limited slide show and

Clever calculating

base. For instance, you could ente r someone's
da te of birth and the program would calcula te
that person's age today. Another useful case
would be entering the price of an item along
with the number of such items, and the com ­
puter would calcula te the tota l COSt. Microsoft
Works 4 ,0 can also handle summ ary fi elds.
These are fi elds tha t can ' calculate totals
throughout the w hole database. For example,
you could calcula te the to tal o r average age of a
group of people in your database ,

The Open dialogue boxappears when you tirsl open the
application and whenever youclose all of yourwindows.

under 20. Microsoft recognises that often you
just want to perform a much more simple
search. such as for the name of a company. and
rather than having 10 use the powerful fi lter
1001. there is a Ma tch Records feature w hich
wo rks like the Fin d command on the desktop.
Simply type in a word, click OK, and the pro­
gram fi nds a ll records that conta in that word in
any field.

One of the th ings that integrated packages
are particularly good a t is mail merging. This is
w he re you bring data across from a database
and place it in 10 a word processing document.
It's how you get those exciting letters saying,
'Dear Mr H Dobbs. you are one of just 365,000
people in the Doncaster area to be offered our
limited edition nasal care kit ' . Because W,nks
4,0 does this with in the same program, it' s
much easier than using a separate word proces­
so r and database designed by completely diffe r­
en t companies. All you need to do is have the
database open in the background, with your
word processing document in front. and select
Insert Database Field. This causes Works 4 .0 to
place a label on the page where the data will
appea r when printed.

The distinction between databases and
spreadsheets is becoming increasingly blurred.
and this is dem onstrated by the ability to crea te
a calculation field w hich can calcula te a value
based on fields within a single record of a data-

I~;C~Ol l Worl< . Start""
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Microsoft Works 4.0 VS ClarlsWorks 2.1
I

n a former life, I used to teach both
Microsoft Works [ve rstons 2 and 3) and
ClariSWorks 1.0. Though I enjoyed using
Microsoft Works, I found QarisWorks

was better - tha t is, un til I reviewed Mi­
crcscn Works 4.0 and found that the odds had
been evened. At the end of the day, they are
bo th exce lle nt packages, bu t here are some
facrors to conside r when making a purchas­
ing decis ion.

Reasons to buy ClarisWorks
• On a low -end Mac, especia lly Pow er­
Books and Classlcs, it needs fa r less hard
disk space, and less RAM, and runs faster.
. It has a much better s lide show, suitab le
for com mercial presenta tions.
• The spreadsheer has good chart ing tools.
• It has an outli ner to organise notes, al­
though it isn't very easy to use.

• More powerfu l tabs make il easie r to ere­
al e a ta ble of contents.

Reasons 10 buy M icrosoft Works 4.0
• Be tte r col umns make it m ore suitable fo r
desktop publishing.
• 11 has a great range of ad vanced text
effects.
• It enables you 10 creat e equations and
fractions.
• It has an excellen t diary.

I'm sure that Ianancal devotees of e ither
package can find features 10 boast tha t the irs
is the better p rogram. Claraworks fan s might
mention Iha t the ir short-cu rs feature Is much
more powerful and versatile, bUI ask them
how many actua lly des ign the ir own short­
cu t buttons, and very few hand s w ill go up.
Microsoft Works 4.0 use rs can claim a more

friendly look an d fee l to thei r program, bUI if
someone is al ready used to another Claris
product, they w ill feel more at home with
curuwons.

I know some people w ho changed from
Microsoft Works 3.0 to ClarisWorks 1.0 because
it w as a superio r product, and had to learn a
whole new program. Now, they w ill be
k icking themselves, because Works 4.0 is at
least as good as ClansWorks 1./, and they
need not have ch anged . It 's like w hen you're
q ueuing to pay at a supermarket check out
and you swap lanes to a shorter line. It goes
withou t say ing that the other queu e w ill
move more quickly, so the moral of the SIOry
is s tay w ith w hat you have. I' m sure Claris­
Works 3 will be better than M icrosoft Works
4.0, Microsoft will respond, and so it goes on
with us, the consumers, winning. rm so
happy I could cry.
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Astrology: superstitious claptrap or
scientific fact? 1\vo sure thIngs: It's a
popular pastime and It's on your Mac.

A
nyone who has read the small ads in
magazines like Horoscope will know
that by sending 011 a cheque for £15
or so, you can receive a 15 to 20 page

personality profile. If you've ever stopped to
thi nk how these neatly pri med reports are pro ­
duced, you've probably already sussed that the
people who sell them simply key in the date,
time and place of your birth. and let a soft ware
package do all the work.

That's right: all you need to start up a
sideline in selling personalised horo­
scopes is a computer (a Macintosh,
obviously). a half-decent Inkjet or
lase r primer. a few boxes 01
A4 paper, some stamps.
envetooes.; and the
righ t software.

It may help if you're
knowledgeable about
how astrology 'works',
and if you believe
you're giving usefu l ad­
vice to your customers.
There again. even if
you're totally cynical
about the whole idea,
it doesn't matter. You
can let the software do
the believing for you.

Calculating a chart
by hand requi res look­
ing up lots of numbers
in books containing ta­
bles of latitude and longi­
tude, and doing some pret­
ty tiresome sums which are
about as fiddly as long divi­
sion. But with a com puter, you
only have to enter a handful 01
numbers: the latitude and longitude
of your birthplace (use an atlas, it's
easy); the time you were born, and the
time zone you were in (compared with
Greenwich Mean Time); and finally, your date
of birth. The rest is automatic, and with the
smart software on the market today, it's a mat­
ter of five seconds - or even less - before you're
looking at a chart complete with planetary
symbols, cusps, aspects and a lot more besides.

Once you 've sat and admired your chart for
a while, you might find yourself asking
'What's it all supposed to mean?' Never fear ­
the interpretation part is completely automatic,
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too. The two best personality report programs,
10 Horoscope and ProNatal Report. enable you to
view the chart on-screen and generate the text
which describes your character. This takes
under a minute, and you can browse through
this on-screen or send it Straight to the printer.

Both 10 Horoscope and ProNatal Report take
good advantage of the Mac's ability to handle
graphics and to move data bet ween applica­
tions, so you have a wide choice of designs for
the chart, plus you can format the text to your
own liking or export to a graphics or word pro-

cessing package. But you 'll probably fi nd the
default settings highly acceptable - and if you
start using either program commerdally, it will
be normal practice to print out the chart and
the tex t report without any fiddling around.
Straight into the envelope with itl

The printed reports start with an optional ex­
planation of astrological jargon. Next comes an
optional print-out of the chart and all its sym­
bols, then a long string of titled paragraphs de-

scribing different facets of your character.
ProNatal Report dives straight in

and informs you of your main
problems. 10 Horoscope, on the
other hand, begi ns much mort

gently. offering you a broad­
brush analysis before chanc­

ing its ann by mentioning
anything nasty which you
might nor want to hear.

The style is very vari­
able. 10 Horoscope has a
tendency to lapse into a
kind of New Age jar-
gon, which mayor
may not appeal to
your customers. How­
ever. ProNatal Repon
takes a more direct ap­
proach: less verbiage.
and no musings about

Taurus being the second
stage in the develop­

ment of Man . Of the
two. ProNatal Report is the

harder hitting. and sounds
more practical. But is that

necessarily what you want?
People like to get what they

pay lor - and you don't send oil
for a zu-page horoscope if you've

got no taste for astro-speak. Besides
which, if you don't like the text, you

can edit it or even rewrite it completely, in
which case the software will use your edited
verston of the text instead of the default .

This is what a company called Magic space
Promotions has done with 10 Horoscope. The text
has been completely rewritten (by Tanya
Obreza. who writes on astrological matters for
Company magazine and Slimmer), and is avail­
able in a ve rsion that has no astrological refer­
ences whatsoever.

Taking out all the astro-jargon won't suit



ProNJ/J1Report advises
Arnok! SchwarzerteQper to
'Learn to relalc a little'_

to to ~lalil1llship, tho ugh, for the report that
beg.m with the words: ' l ook, Mal No brakes!'

The o ne co nstsrem weak ness or the relal ion­
ship reports is the way lhey have to be written
to take Into account bus iness partnerships and
platon ic friendsh ips, as well, of course. as the
duvet doubles. Bllt you could ed il the text
yourseif if you wa nted the report style to be
more focussed.

The finger of tate

-

The third type of report is the forecast - the one
whieh actua lly produces the fami liar 'Thursday
is best for ta king ve ry long jou rneys' type of

-,~,.. '---,---

~
Lurking beh ind a d isap point ingly dull icon is a smart
program. ProNalal Report is nOI as fast as the 10 Series, bUI
it does enable you to manipulate char t files more tnrut­
tively - in other words, you always go to Finder and

d rag lhem in and OUI of folders . Th e documentat ion is a mi nor let­
down - readable. but pbotccopled.

CRlesre (£59) gives the sharpest-look ing charts on the market.
Wilh the wtdest range of opt ions, but it only draws the b irt h chart.
n's upgradable to Prl1Natal Report (£347), wh ich comes with one of
a selection of te xiS: St andard, Relalionship, etecnonat and Key­
word at £70.50 each . The reports are p ractical and d irect, and retain
the ast ro logical tr immings. Text for ind ivid ual reports can be edi l­
ed on screen before prtmtng. Other add-ens for Q lest" and ProNa lal
are Ma,key-Saulld~ Data (£59), a seeof Iamo us 201h Centu ry Ameri ­
cans; Blackwell Data (£47), charts from the Emperor A ugu srus to lhe
first lest-tube baby: and Expallded Ephemeris (£4 1), for calculat ing
chan s from IUS BC to 23 77 AD.
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SEX - ARE YOU GOOD AT IT?
One or me all recnons or the e the rwlse d rab Daily ASlrtI·RI7'0rt se ries is its Sex-o -Scl1pe Report
(£ t47), wh ich, bas icall y, descri~ what you are like in the sack . lt"s a sa fe e nough d ocu ment
to se nd to strange rs thro ugh the post, lho ug h. 11 pulls ns punches. and a vo ids anything insu lt­
ing or libellous .

None of you r cl iem s are go ing 10 read that thev an ' a rapi st or a paedophile. and no-one is
impotent (at least. no -one whose chart we 've ca lcu laled ). Potentiall y sens it ive poin ts s uct! as
being a homosexu al, transvest ite or masochist are av oid ed altogether.

Here's a w Ul' le of e xamples: Madonna's reading sa id s he has a very d eveloped technique
and is good fo r feli shy sce nes wit h the right props, while Arnold SCh wan enegger lacks
su bt[{'ty a nd nncssc but has a large appcure!

A more fl eshed-oUl and s ubs ta m ia l set of lext Is Sex FaH/asy Report for the 10 Series from
Magi c Space (£95). Thi s makes a much bener package than Sex-O·Scope RefJ'J rI. Its p rimoUlS are
much s marter- look ing - and you ca n view them on screen,

The teXl is more spcct nc. too. Madonna came out as ha ving a marked p refere nce for fetish ·
es, sex IOyS, special c101h ing, underwear and tauocs. AmiI'" was re vealed as a seetous and s hy
lover who needs reassurance, but has a light an d s k illfu l touch. Atthe same ti me, he ex udes
passion. is a calcu lat ing sed uce r, and can lantalise his lover tu quivering s ubmission. But
thars our Am ie - a maze of contradtrt tons!

the different ways in which the two cnarts con­
nect: it ca n then compose a description of the
two people 's relationship.

to Rrlatiollship tries extremely hard not to
give offence. Eve n so, the spa rks can sometimes
fly. To test its sens itivity. I tried running a
relationsh ip report for Joh n F Kennedy and
Marilyn Monroe which paint ed a convindng
pictu re of o ne hell of a fling - 'we llsprings o r
desire' ind eed.

Then I couldn't resist the te mptatio n to try
these reports o ut for myself, us ing my birthday
and that of a few memorable lasses, and ... welL
I thin k I'd better stop before someone sues, o r
my trousers catch fire. A special commendatton

:;:o....:.:r..- ­
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~ Th is set of old and creak ing
~ - software has liule to recom­

mend n, unless you are an ex ­
isting user who only wants to

pay for the occas iona l add-on. Screen
input uses characte r-based menus, lik e an
old PC, so charts and reports can't be seen
on screen at all; you have to print them ­
and one s lip can crash the prog ram.

The calculati ons for trans its and fore­
casts are actually rather good, so it'S a p ity
It Is let down b y the awful interface . The
basil' version is As/rl>"Swpe Report (£147),
with a choice ot torecasr versions from
£229 each.

The 10 Series is a set of packages wilh good screen pre­
sentati on, intelligible menus and a wide range of op­
tions su itab le for both novices and professionals alike.
It organ i~ large numbers of charts easily, runs very

smooth ly and, all in all, has the bes t truertace On the market .
10 Edition (£2 17) is a do-i t -all ca lcu lat io n version thar handles

birth charts, relationships and fore<:asts, but doesn't have its own
report text.

The other three 10 Series p rograms d o co me w ith their o w n text
for birth charts, relationships or forecasts: le Horosrope, 10 Re/alitm ­
slrip and 10 Forecast (£185 .50 each ). The report text is on the Ca li­
fornian New Age s ide of normal, bUI can be edi ted to read any way
you want. Magic Space (11'1; 0276 220(0) offers its o wn An glicised,
jargon-free text as an alternative, but check prices.

The 10 Series add-ens include Famous Charts (£29 each), 10 Atlases
(£153 each), which find hirlh places a nd lime zones, p lus a ran ge
of Star Fonts (£9 2.50), and even Norse-style Runes (£46).

10 ReLJliotIship warns JfKto
'stay away from sharp objects
and motor vehicles'.

Star-crossed lovers
Once Ihe Mac has run u p the chans for two
people. it's no great hardship for it to calculate

everybody, Ihough. It' s a matter of pe rwna l
taste. bUI I found the absence of references 10
'Jupiter in Li bra' and 'Me rcury opposite Nep­
tune' rather spoil! the fun of it. [ missed the
little cu rly symbols as well. You may prefer 10
sell a report that looks and sounds like it ca me
from a personal ast rologer who speaks in a
strange and mystical tongue. The less ast ro­
babble, Ihe more it starts 10 read like it came
OUI of a machine .

- - - - - - ----- --- - --- - - - - - - - - - -\
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Stars of the screen: their secrets revealed
8oI;h I" Horusc"Pt' and ProNQlal RqJiffI offer a -cnans of the famous' op­
lion. Tak e Madonna. for examp le. Eleark Ephemeris supplied us
with her birth details, i1 nd II hils 10 be said thilt when you read the
report . her on -stage persona jumps off the page at you. In pl aces it
sounds very cOllvindng.. and before you know it , you' ve Iorgoeten

-- ..'..._~ ......_-_ .....=-.-_ ......_ :z::---::z::.:.: ... ....
;:--~":l=.. =r.::: .._.:,,-:::.=

-

But IS iI ClII1C1rian, ","le is also "wlI1enbIl!, IlIOOIl'

lad iIIlll domestiC' ........diil\l1O 10 Holo:scope.

you were cynical and you' re reading it like it 's actually true.
However, Amol d Scbwerzenegger's chiln p roved more of a chat­

k nge to credibil it y. But even th en. in p laces it's hard not be drawn
into the game. And the point is. even when you' re th inking it's way
off the mark, the enrertajnmen r value can 'l be denied.

--- -

MwIWhile ProNmJ RfpoIt
ISSeSSn ArNe IS 'Str0llll iIIlll
stubbom. iIId I*ds to Ieam
some llICt iII'IlI grxe'

-

_Wl'ile ProNmJ Retx¥T
t*ulates thlI MadomiI has "
bundle of energy, butdOeS not
cOlllrol ~ very graceful(.

- ---------
------:;:,.-.::. ...~

= - -

As iI litJran, 10 HorosaJPl reckcrIs,
MadomiI rnalles use 01 her l*$OIIiIl
charm iIIlll a~

stull. The 10 FortuJSf and ProN01QI Rrporf text
both give you a range or options; for example,
you can select how long a period you want 10
forecast fo r, and which of th e planets you want
to take into considera tion. I ran an 10 FortuJSt
report for th e day John F Kennedy was ShOI,
and fair enough, there's a general warning to
beware sharp objects and motor vehicles,
though this danger wasn 't supposed 10 peak on
that actual da y,

From the commercia l point of view, forecast
reports probably rank as the third hardest to
sell, but if you can attract a few regula r cus­
tomers w ho won't even take a wal k down the
road to bu y a paper unt il they have read your
monthly advice, the software could pay for it ­
self pretty quickly .

Definitely not for k tod tes, CCRS92 is a texr- tnpur BAS IC program with few comfort factors,
It's the mOSI sophisticated of a ll th e programs when It comes to calru laung things, but it 's
about as user-friendly as a cornered rat.

The number of ca lcula tion fea tures is truly enormous. making thi s a real opt ion for any­
one w ho's very seriousl y intO astrology and wants to delve in to its inner mystenes. If you
don't know any astro logi cal jargon , a llst of CCRS92 options reads like a Rum an ian telephone
di rect ory, If al l you want 10 do is pedd le reports through the post, forge t it. Bu t if yo u are
one of those ast ro logi cal counsellors with a select lis t of prtvare clients who consult you reg­
ula rly , and you ha ve £229 to spend. Ihi s m ight be for you,

If you're rea lly tha t serious, check with Roy GiI1ell Consu ltants (0276 68 3898). w ho
know the program wel l. But a word of warn ing: at the back of the manual, the author says
he ' ll only be devel op ing th e nexl version for the mOSI main stream platform, so Mac buyers
may lose out unless they run DOS emula tion,

Special thanks to Roy for his ti rel ess asstsraece, and 10 Bryan for UUSting me to w alk out of
his shop with 20 disks in a plasti C: bag.

OvenollValue for
money

185%I
175%1

140%I

Texts

180%1
185%I
160%I

Feat ures

185%1
180%1

170%I

Ease of

u"
185%1
180%1

160%1

Graphics

190%I
190%I
150%I

ProNawl

R"","

All the softw are listed works on a System 6 or s ystem 7 Mac wi th a mono or colour monitor
and a hard d isk.

Roy Gil1eu Consu ltants on 0276 683898 supp lies all the software reviewed. Electric
z p hemerts on 071 700 0666 supplies the 10 Series only wi th the origi nal text. Magic Space
Promotions on 0276 22000 also supp lies the 10 Series, but w ith its own texts.

Your fortune In the stars

You sho uld check carefully what options are in
what package, and w hat prices are available lor
panicular bundles. Buying It all piecemeal Is a
recipe for a thin wallet,

You won't ge t full value from your software
if you're not fam ilia r with the Jargon, so bu y an
astrology basics book if yo u' re not up to speed.
This won't set you back more than a tenner. In
fact, If you only want to produce one or two
charts. for your own personal emenatnmem or
enlightenment, the cheapest option is Cdak for
th e calculations and a paperback book for the
interpretancn of signs, houses, aspects. and so
on. Q/tstt also offers you an upgrade path to
ProN r1l4 f R~rr,

[f you want to get into lhe business of selling
reports through the post, you will need (0 ad­
vemse the services you are offering. Don' t pub­
lish your telephone number, because mnk
callers can really be quite a pest, And as lor
your choice 01 softwa re. iI lot depends on your
taste in text. 1J806 '1ff,,.,,,,,--
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MAIL ORDER
~

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

SimCity 2000
(M"CFO~M"'T February, 95 % )

The updated vers ion of the origina l
Macint osh classic. SimCity 2000 is a

beauttrunv illustrated and finely de tailed
sim ula tion wi th ho urs of gameplav.

Price: 07.95
Order code: MFSIMC

The BMUG PO ROM contains ove r 600Mb of the
best sha reware software from all over the world.
collected by the Berkeley Marintosh Users
Group and put on one CD· ROM (1994 edi tion).
SMUG PO RO M CD
Price: 09.9.5
O rder code: MF BMUGCD

6OlIMb of
programs!

UChuck's Rcvcll~:

The S«nt 0/ MOllkq lshm d 2
(MACfOllMAT September, 95% 1

A graphic adven ture fro m
Lucasxrts fu ll o f excruciating
wit and fiendish conundrums,
with a superb sound track,
lovely animation and memo­
rable characters. In short. It's

one of the besl adventure
games ever conceived.

Price: 0 9.9.5
Orde r code: MFMONK.2

CiviliZJJt ioll
(MACFORMAT June. 95% 1
Sta rt with noth ing.
conquer the
world and reach
the sta rs in just
4,000 years.
Simply th e most
addictive strategy
game ever written.
Price: 0 4 .9.5
Ord e r code:
MFCIV

Style victims
Yes. you 100 can be: the proud wearer o f one of

these sUial}' limited edition MACfOll.MAT T-stuns.
Available in la rge and ext ra large in afelching
dark blue. these 'r-stens arc mal 10 impress your
friends wi th your Mac knowledge.
MACFOIUIlATT-Shin
Price: £9.9.5
O rder code: MACfTSL (large). MACfTSXL
(ex t ra la rge )

ORDER NOW! CALL THE HOTLlNE ON 0225 822511

MY"
(~1ACFORMAT Februa ry, 95% )
An adventure tha t has you exploring an
island world with enth ralling puzzles 10 solve
and luscio us visuals. This graphics exrrava­
ganza comes 10 you o n CD-ROM.
Price: 09.9.5
Order code: MFMYST

In the last year, M"'CFO~M"'T has awarded its
coveted Classic award to j ust four truly o u t­
standing games. We th ink these games a re the
ult ima te in gaming on any computer, not just
the Mac, and we arc proud to oiler them to
you direct from the ma gazine . They' re a must,
simple as that.

THE MACFORMAT CLASSICS

8 5

Once again MACFORMAT has
searched high and low to
bring you the best Mac
products at the best prices...
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lIaad halp with ClarlsWorks?
If you need 10 know mort than the: manual
tells you, the n try this Black Mou~ guide 10
ClarisWorkJ. Inside: you'll find pages of practical
ad vice and worked examples 10 help you gel
the mcst Irom your software. Special
MACl'OR.'M.T offer - £2 011 RRP.
Cla rlsWorks book
Price: £7.9':
O rder code: MFCWKB

,-..-,.-
IC"~l.... ..-

_.

Excal Word and
FllaMakar help
In the same series 01 Black Mouse guides are
books teaching you the best of Microsoft bal
4, Clans FiltMakc Pro and Microsoft W4»'d j . AD
are available at the same bargain pnoe.
f li eMaker Pro book
Price: £7.95
Ordercode:~NUPB

Microsoft Word book
Price: £7.95
Order code: MFWD5B
Microsoft Excel book
Price: £7.95
Order code: MFEXLB

Exclusive HyperStudio offer
We were SO impressed with H~rSflldil1, and ilS
ability 10 enable any Mac user to create multi-
media, that we' ve got togethe r with the UK
distributors TAG Developments 10 offer
MACFOItMAT readers an exclusive deal on the
software. We can oiler you HyperSrudio at a
special price of £117 -c that's almost £5 0 less
than the recommended retail price . For JUSt
£117 you can be creating multimedia master-
pieces in moments (sorry) .

This offer is strict ly time- limited, so apply

"~~~~;;;;;~;;;:;;;;:iiiii!;;;;;;;;;;;;;; now to get your copy
~ at this special prtce

before it resumes its
normal £ 16 5 price in a
few weeks.
HyperStudlo
Price: £117
Order code:
MFHVPER

Join the Syndicate
You tried it lor yourself on issue I )'s cover
disk. now upgrade to the lu ll mission-packed
game. Syndicar~ combines action with stra tegy
to create a truly enthralling virtual world. We
gave it 92 % in the June issue, so why not try it
lor yourself?
Syn dicate
Order code: MFSYND
Price: £38.95

Networking two
Macs means you
can move files
without using
Iloppies, run appli­
cations on the
other Mac. and
share printers.
You'll need one kit
per Mac (ind udes
about 2m 0 1 cable)
and an extension cable if your Macs are fu nher
than 2m apart. System 7 is req uired (nO! inc l.
Ap p leTalk connector kit
Price: £29.95
Ord er code: MFNET
IOm extensio n cable
Price: £19.95
Ord er code : MFEXT

Get networked!

The essential shareware
collection
No fewer than ten high density disks, packnl
with the: vcry best sbareware and Ireeware pro­
gums. No demos. j USllop-notdi sbareware
software. Too many to list. but Included all' th e:
latest versions of: Disinfttt4llt, SormQMIUtff,
Apol lo. &H~rardlit. Fifr'Typtr, Maelstrom, Graphic
Qmvma, and over 100 morc: . All p rograms
work with System 7 and a colour monitor ­
some: require them. Tc:n disks lor JUSt £19.951
Sha n wau collection vets 1-10
Price:: £19.9 '
O rde r code: MFSHARE l

Annoying or what!
As irritating puzzle games go. this one certainly
fits the: billl You have: to gel the Ti nies to sleep
by moving them around ever more compli­
cated ma zes. This bratnteeser gets harder
and harder until you end up throwing the
mouse through the screen. If you like
pu zzles. don't miss this - especially
at the bargain prtce of £14.9 51
The T1nles
PrIce : £14.9 5
Ord er code: MJ'TINY

fIII ItoCI'O 'UOAT' •• • u. I S' A U O ll ,", I."
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Take up your sword
There's never been a game like this on the Mac it
definitely lies on the sword side of the 'Sword
and sorcery equation. We rated it 80% last issue.
Ddillrran(,t features graphics and gamepiay Similar
to the classic Slr.adl1W Df!hi Stast. If you are bored
with strategies and sheet-rem-ups. try hacking
and slashing your way through Dtlftltrt1.1Ift.
Delive rance
Order code: MFDEU V
Price: 06.95

Keep it clean!
Regular readers will now have over a year's
wonh of r.1ACFQ~TS on the shell so to
keep them tidy and in an absolutely pristine
eoodiuou, why not store them in a specially
designed MACFObLU binder? Adomtd with the
MACI'ORMAT logo, the binder will keep your
MAcPODlATissues in perfect nick.
Blnder
Ordcr code: MFBIND
Price: £6.50
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Over 50 fonts for under £1 each!
MACFORMATand top font maker Monot ypc have got
together to bring you an exclu sive tom pack.

We've chosen SS of Monorype's superbly crafted text
fonts. These are genuinely useful fonts tha t you can use
to enhance your documents and make them truly
unique. You'll find no silly headline fonts here; it's
100% top notch main tex t Ionts all the way. All the
toms work with any printer. including s tytewruers.
neskrets and teserwrners.

You can only buy th is fo nt pack from us, and we're
offering it at an incred ibly low price- just £49.95. in­
d uding VAT and postage. That's well under £ 1 per font I

Design professionals: these TrueType fonts use exact­
ly the same font metrics as the Pcsrscript versions, so
are ideal for visualisations and proofing work at a tiny
fraction of the cost of obtaining the PostScript fontsl
Monotype font pack
Price: £49.99
Order code: MFFONTI

Buk~neMT SaniBold

Baskervilltt MT Sftn i Bold Ilalu:
Bell MT
&11 MT /tali<:
Bernbo Bold
lkmoo SemiBold

CalislOMT
OUislo MT lt4Iic
Calisto MT Bold
CA/iJIo MT Bdd ltt<#c
C<"uur MT
Cmt.o.,lofT [",lit

e."..a' M T Bold
C.,... /dT &/J l,.)u

Century ccttuc
Century Gothic Itolic
Ce ntury Gothic Bold
Century Gothic Bold ttallc
0>10"'" MT

Ehrh.rd, MT
H.h~,dl MT /t~lj;

Ehrhard' JIlT Stmi Bold
Ehrh~rdl MT SmJ i H~ld Ilali,
Elllnglon MT
flllngfon MT italic
ElIlngtoo MT Bold
Ellfngto" MT Bold Italb:
footJight MT Lighl

Foot/;,ght MTUghlltalic
rooUlght MT Bold

FooI/i3ht MT 8<>/d Ita lic
GmmondMT
G~MTII4&

G aramond MT Bold
Goudy Ca,alogut MT
G<>udy Ca'a~ MT halie
Goudy MT Bold
Goudr Old Styl. MT

News Gothic MT
News Gothic MT Ilalic
News Gothic MT Bold
News Glltl1i<:: "IT Condensed
News Gothic MT Condenstd Bold
Nimrod MT
NimrodMT ltalic
Nimr od M T Bold
NlmrodMT &lId Ita lic
Pholina MT
PhOlIM MT IWJic

PhotJna !\IT Bold
PIlaun" MT Bold ''''lle
Planlin
Planri.. Ira/i;;
Planlin MT Ugh,

I'k"'I'" MT Ligh, lIaJi;;

Thesilliest software ever!
UndtrW(1.rt is a screen saver, and it can cus­
iomtse the desktop background, but it's much
more than that. It's fun. In fact it's downrigh t
silly. UnduWart animates the screen as you
workl Tarzan swings in and collides with the
window, a th ie f makes 011 with your 68000,
babies crawl everywhere. a dragon bums holes
in the desk top and so on. It even ru ns After Dark
modules in the same way. UndtrWare has to be
the ultimate Mac customiserl We gave it 93%
in February's issue. Imported direct from the
US, w h ere it costs $59.95, MACFORMAT brings
you totat silliness fo r just £34 .95.

UnderWare
Price: £34.95

Order Code:
~~ MFUNDER

The ultimate value modem
We rate the US Robotics Mac & Fax as one
of the best modems around, and now that
USR has slashed its prices. we can bring it
to you lor an extraordinary £200. Only six
months ago. il was £4691

The Mac & Fax is a super-fast modem that
can transfer data at up to S6,000 bits per second
- 20 times as fast as a typical 2400 modem. It
does this by combining raw speed (14,400
bau d) with the v32 compression system which
shrinks the data before sending it. The modem
works with any on-line service and comes com­
plete with a Mac cable and all the software you
need to access computers worldwide.

As well as being a modem. the Mac & Fax
includes soft wa re which enables you to send
taxes direct from your Mac, simply by printing
Irom your document as normal. and the Mac &
Fax can receive taxes too.

All in all then. it's pretty fab and you

definitely shouldn't be without it. Our price for
this remarkable piece of kit? Only £2001
US Robotics Mac & Fax m odem
P rice: £200
Ord e r code: MFMODEM

How TO ORDER FROM MACFORMAT PROMOTIONS

MACfORMAT welcomes credit ca rd orders by
phone on our hotline - 0225 822511 - or you
am use this coupon.

Please send me the items I have listed below

TOTAL £ ... ... ...

(Overseas orders: please add £5 per item (£ 10
for the modem) . Payment must be by credit
card or by Sterling cheque drawn on a UK
bank acccunr.]

Please indicate method of payment:

o I enclose a cheque made payable to Future

Publish ing for £ .

o Please debit my Masterca rd lVisa (delete as

a pplicable ) with £ .

Signed .

Card no ...

Expiry date ........

Name .

Address .

Postcode .

Send this fo rm or a copy to: MACfO~MAT mail
order. Future Publishing. FREEPOST
(BS4900). Somerton, Somerset TA ll 6BR.
(No stamp required if you are posting from
within the UK.)

Product , Orde r code . ...Price ..

Product Order code Price .

Product . .. Order code. . Price ..

Product . .. Order code . .. Price , ..
L J

MACFOR....T . I S SU I< ' 11 . A UGUST 1 9 94
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Imagine, il you will that humankind finally
getS Its act logether. that we all join Iorces and
build some real spacecraft . These ships a re then
sent off to the sta rs to make new colonies on
unspoilt planets. so that a new generation of
'rerrans can destroy yer more finely balanced
ecosystems. After a vast search and quick snack
at the Happy Eate r in the sky, 20 planets. all
within handy commuting diSlance of each
Olher, a re located and the Empire is born. Of
course, wilh humans being humans, the new
coloni es soon fa ll out with each other - some
even regress back 10 primitive ways - and the
Empire seems to be well and truly stuffed.

The object of this game is to re-unite the 20
planets, You're given a modest-sized fleet of
ships. a base on Galacuca and a banalion of 20
crack troops. n's then up to you to invade each
of th e plane ts. destroy the rebel forces and th en
tax lhe hell out of the poor souls down below
who were all quite happy making quilts and
raffia linen baskets.

Of course. you can't just warp around the
galaxy blowing everyone up - even if you ha ve
seen Star Wars a zillion times. You'll need fuel
supplies and plent y 01 forward tmelugenoe.
You' ll also need to be pretty damn quick. be­
cause th ere's a time limit in which 10 rebuild
the Empi re.

To take over a plane t. you first have to d is­
patch at least th ree spy satellites to find out
what you 're up against . This will tell you how
many spacecraft and ground troops you' ll need.
This in turn will IndiCil te how much fuel you 'lI
requ ire and how many su pplies you 'll need 10
pack , Once you've gol to the planet and won
the war. you 'lI need to occupy il with plenty of
troops o r the loc;als might rebel. Finally. the
planet migh t rejoin the Empire.

Galadir Empirr 's gamrplay is finely tuned, It's

S/lilreware - $15

grear kka until you actually sit down and stan
entering all tN t data . Slill Ihis is a W('U de­
signed program. which is ve ry easy to use - it
even has a mini-cookbook built-in , so you can
store the recipes you use most often. Kei th
Floyd wouldn 't use u. but Ddia Smith would
love It,

Galactic Empire
SPACE STRATEGY GAM E

Amy's Recipes 2.1

""",",,- $3

Andy Hutchinson and his rack-mounted modem
go in search of all the latest cyber-sollware
cur rently buzzing in the dark corners of the Net .

Personally speaking, my cu linary skills utend
abou t as far as selling the microwave on full­
power for lour minutes. I didn't do Home Eco­
nomics and rm quite happy (Q live on a d iet 01
explosively bad j unk food. Actually. scralch
that last bit; I'd like to ea r well, bUI where does
a klutz begin? Well. if you're anything like me,
then you could do worse than checking OUl uus
multimedia recipe book - prepa red earlier on
gas mark five.

There are 216 recipes contained within Ihis
multimedia stack, a lthough you can add your
own if you desi re. The recipes are split In to
nine categories, covering things like appetisers.
bread. desserts. fish, seafood, meal , poultry.
soup and vegetables. To view a recipe. you sim­
ply click on the appropriate category and thr
recipe appears in another window. If you're
particularly togethe r. you can print it our. but
personally lleft my Pcwerbook simmering on a
low heal while I cooked.

As 10 the qu ality of th e recipes - well,
they're a ll very American: lots of dips and Mex­
lean-influenced dishes, but lhen I like spicy
food. None of the ingredients a re particularly
unusuai. and 1 even ventured to try one of thr
recipes (Mexican Lasagne. if you must know).
It tasted, erm. different.

I suspect that the main use of this program
will be fo r sto r ing your own specialities. BUI
then, database programs which do th ings like
catalogue your video collection seem like a

RECIPE BOOK

WhItadeliiJllftI.kJoU'll rec:il- lhal e. SoutII 01 tile 90fdef
Dip,Ior wtIerI you're SOuIIl 01 tile Border sD1t.

Gell ing hold of sbarew are can be a right
pa tn. That' s w hy from tbts month we arc
starting two new reader services to make
sure you can get ho ld of these Insand y
great programs.

For CD-RO M drive ow ners w e're
puntng the prognoms on 10 our CD-ROM.
and if you have a modem you a n log on
10 our butletin board (8 8S) and get them
directly from there .

Staning this month. we are p lanning to
includr OIS much as possible of the'
shareware we review in this section of the
magazine on the regu lar Cl)vennounted
CD-ROM d isc.

You'll find the files In the' 11lls month's
reviews' folder tns tde the 'Sbarew are'
folder. The fi les In thtte might nO! quite
match w hat you read here, because the
d isc and the IT1.iIIgazine run to dlfferCllt
deadlines (at least tha t's what the'
production people keep screaming a t us).
but we' lI do our besr,

As w ell as all the programs mentioned
here, you w ill fi nd hundreds of other
sharew are goodies hunted down. quite
literal ly, from all over the planCl. In fact,
there's so m uch sharew ere on the CD
(somew he re in the region of 6,000 files)
that Ir'll rak e you until nex t month JUSt to
d tccver w ha t's the re!

If you haven't got a CD d rive (and you
reaily should. you know - they're g rea t
value and, better still, ownership means
you can buy our CD-ROM edi tion every
mo nthl), then your nu t best bel Is 10 grt
thr files e lect ronica lly.

If you have Int ernet access, the best
British source Is Imperial College
Department of Computing at
src.doc.lc.ac.u k. Use ftp to connect (Iogln:
anonymous; passw ord : yo ur e- mall
address ) and -cd" to computing/
systems/mac. You'll find lots of goodies in
the umich and suurex di recto ries ,

Nc n-Inrem eners can find mOSl of the
files on BBSs like MacTe!, w hich charge a
su bscrip tion, or our own MACFORMAT
BBS, which has no subscrip tion ree.

You can log on to our BBS on 089 1
6 15050, a t speeds of up to 14,400baud.
Fo llow the Instructions w hen you get on­
llne and dow nload any of the programs
ment ioned here. Calls are charged at 36p
a m inute off-peak. an d 48p al peak rate.

If you don' t have a CD-ROM or a
modem. try one of the shareware lib raries
w hich ad vert ise In our classifi ed secrtcn,
o r join a loca l USC'r g rou p (sec page 107)
and swap files w ith your fellow members,

Shareware is ftuly d tst rtbuteble, so if
you find something w hich is reall y good,
g ive il 10 your friends and send us a copyl

Finally, w herever you get your
sharew are, bew are of viruses. At the lime
of going 10 press, Disin.frcr4n' J.S (on
MAO'OllMAT 14's cover disk) was the best
and cheapest w ay of s taying safe.
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LaSt month I told you about MruChtdc. an Appk
program which performs an exhaustive serks
01 rests on you r Mac. Spy is kind of like a M/I('
Chtck Utt - it doesn 't actually perform many in'
depth tests. but it does provide you with all ttM:
System informa tion you could ever want.

There are only two options within the pro­
gram . You can either see a standard system in­
formation screen or a complete run-down. The
principal use of this program will be for when
you call a technical support line and Ihey ask
you all sons of things about your Mac. This is
the com puter equ ivalent of a Swiss army knife
- dead useful when you're in a tri cky spot.

Program launchers are like bu ms: everyone's
got one , All of wh ich ra ise the question. does
the Mac communi ty need another one? Given
the quality of this program, I'd answer in the
affi rmative. This is a very well-designed laun­
cher which makes life jolly easy and saves you
ferreting around inside endless folders.

A La CIlnt installs a new menu at the top 01
your desktop screen. By clicking on this. you
can aCO'SS all the folders, files and applicalions
that you used mOOI recently. These are grouped
into pop-u p menus. meaning that it 's very eu y
to get a t a specific: file. Moreover. you can con­
figu re the menu yourself so tha t il behaves like
the Apple Menu Items folder - you can even
lock items so that they don' t drop off the menu.

sta. eware- $20
FIL E LAUNCHER
A La Carte

What do you do when you're gelling a bit
bored al work? If you're anything like me, then

~-S10

background program. II slam running wbea
you switch on and monitors everything tIwl
you put in the trash. These files aren't aettWly
binned. bu t are stored in an invisible folder 011
your hard drive. Then. when urn file re~
the desired age. it is deleted forever. AJJ 01
which means that if you bin something and
then decide that you need it back, you can sim·
ply recover it with TrllShMlln.

CteIve ItOUlW:I inside youI _ 's System n you" tolI'II

across III sorts of odtIfies Ifs Ile I roll callor processcn..

Il!l'"''''

__, I '­-
AI tiQltl, so i1100b cleathl'1 cIuI- but then you III tllought
!hit lite first lime you laid e,ts on retrIs.. Am I right?

,

Do you regard yourself as a power user? Are
you confident that you can find your way
around a Mac quickly and efficientl y? Yeah?
Well. I bet you 've still deleted a fil e and then
wished you hadn· t. Everybody's done it - it 's
one of the constants of the universe - every six
months you will plonk a fil e in the trash can,
click on the Em pt y Waste basket option and
then sudden ly real ise tha t you've binned the
wrong file.

Help is at hand though, with this nifty file
deletion/recovery program. To quote from the
hel p document which comes with the program:
'TrashMlln works like an electronic compost
heap, deleting files from your trash alte r they
have "aged" beyond a set point which you
specify. in days, hou rs and minutes:

This isn't actually a System Extension, but a

Shareware - $1 0

FIlE OE LETlON TOOL
1i'ashMan

j ust as annoying.
You're presented with a grid or squares. each

of which is a differen t colour. The idea is to
make eu the squares the same ooleur within
the allotted time- limit. SOme squares require a
lot of clicking as you cycle th rough all the
colou rs. and others require only a single dick.

Like all the best games, this is a very simple
idea which works frustratingly well. As you
complete more and more grids. so the number
01 squa res increase. Then the Mac startS alter­
ing some of the squares you've com pleted, so
you end up chasing round the screen cu rsing
man. beast and Mac - espedally Mac. If Apple
had provided Ihis program as a desk attesSOry
rather than tha t stupid puzzle, productivity
wou ld have slumped.

._--_...._----

--

fImiI1 enough. PInt AJTtS JIleOed~ uses 1IIis IittIt PfOlJrIIIl
10 compos.e 11of Iterditties. AnolIter dream sha1tefed.
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POHR Y CREATOR

Stuck lor inspiration? Hopeless at CJl'a ting any­
thing remotely any? Well, you're not alone ­
MCPMr is eq ua l 10 even the worst excesses 01
Billy Brass. It creates poems for you on any
topic you like. using any subject you like . In
also extremel y bad at it. By way of exam ple
here's a poem I asked it to create about me.
You may notice the two female 'objects' which
I added myself.

Hut ch splashts hO(Nfully .
Thost dogm alic IIIlbbim art likt gtntrouSgirls, thty

Itach 10 us but nOI t nough (Noplt brighttn.
ThOSl! carcllsm art a rtmindtr oftoo ItW winttrs of

Ihtu ts<apisms.
Hu rch drinks, Ondy Crawford lInTS his preyer.
Hutch adara jayfully - HUlch adorn brutally.
Ht sings hOfNfully and numbly.
Erika Eltniak cuts just ant ambitious aaasianal

plantt. Hutch rapidly wttrrin lar tht dtvil.

9 0

You join usatI enIdIl ,,""•• • in IIis spa~ ZqjIz
GIllyinlef his IUc:IIed .. cIAdtt~ 11 It-. PlrtMs.

one of those games whkh looks dud usy. but
turns out to be tougher to rntck than Nigel
ManscU's P1N number.

I can also strongly recommend it to Powe r­
Book owners who are saddled with a trackball,
because you don't need 10 whiz a cursor all
round the screen in orde r to win. What you
will need is the mind of a chess Grand Champi·
on and the inventive Ilalr ola British Rai l en­
nounoer. Either thai, or you can set the game
to level one. like I did. This one gers the HUtch
seat of approval.

McPoet 2.0

Now although that's spookily accu rate on a
couple 01 scores. I think you' ll agree that Ted
Hughes doesn't have much to worry about JUSt
yet. Still, thls is a lun progra m which has ns
tongue firm ly planted in its cheek. Not an
earth-shauermg programming development,
but like it says when you La unch McPctt, this is
free verse: in every sense.

Flipper
MEMORY GAME

Anyone remember those awful electronic
Simon toys? You know, those things with four
coloured pads which would perform a se­
quence, which you then had to repea t. Well.
th,u 's nothing at all like this game, but il was

"'Ae~Il"AT - • • • UIII lIS _ AU GUST t __



Sharewa re -$lO
MULTIPLE DISK ERASER

Public Domain
ICON CREATOR

Folder Icon Maker 1.1

Shareware - $20

This is actua lly quite an elderly program, but
ifs so useful that I thought it deserved a bit of
cove rage - especially for those of you who are
new 10 the Mac. Say-O-Matic adds a feature
which many high -end programs already come
equipped with: it will automatically save your
work for you after a spedfied pe riod of time
has passed.

To install the program you simply place it in
your Cont rol Panels folder and restart. The pro­
gram can then be conligured to behave the way
you want. It 's Important to let Say-O-Malic
know which programs you want it to work
with. For e xample, you may not want to save
your Photoshop doodles until you're happy with
them, but you'll probably want your word
processor 10 save as often as possible.

To add a program. you simply show SaY-O­
Matic where it is on your hard drive. Then
you've got 10 decide how often you want 10
save . The program (an save to your hard drive
every 2. 5. I D. 15, 20 or 30 minutes. vou'H
probably want to settle on a 10 minute tim er,
because two minutes seems slightly excessive.
Once you have done all that, you can get on
with your work, w hile Sav-O-Malic looks alter
the data.

AUTO-SAVING UTILITY
Sav-O·Matlc 1. I

such as a toggle wh ich detects whether you're
plugged into a network or nol. ThiS SOrt of pro­
gram should come as standard with all Macs.

Besides adding the [ ~ommand ) [period) option to all
~ialog ue boxes, you can now ~rao themall over the ~esktop .

How often have you installed a new program
on your Macs ha rd drive. opened the new
folder and been impressed by the file's icon?
There are certainly some jolly natty designs out

Extensions Manager 2.0.1

ESCAPE INIT

Have you ever been confronted with a dialogue
box which gives you a cancel option. but w h ich
doesn't utilise the keyboard shortcut Icom­
m a n d ] [period]? Esca~ Dammit! enables you
to use all your favourite shoncuts. It also gives
you the option o f dragging dialogue boxes
around the screen. in case the box is obscu ring
what you want to sec u nde rnea th . And, erm,
that's about it. Incidenta lly, this is actually a
Fred Ware program - if you don't like it, wri te a
better one.

Disk Charmer can detect dodgy sectors on a
disk and lock them o ut . This makes them trans­
parent 10 the desktop. and saves many a ropev
disk from the bin. No t many people will need
this kind o f heavy duty disk-erasing program,
but I bet that the proprietors of Public Domain
libraries swear by it.

Public Domain

Public Domain

'there's no denying that Extens ions and Control
Panels are handy things. Simply by bunging
one in your System Folder you can add any
number of feat ures to your Mac and alter the
way that it runs. Howeve r. it's easy to go over­
board and completely clog up your System. Be­
sides, there are some Exte nsions which you'll
only wa n t 10 use occasionally. Extensions Man­
ager has been designed 10 enable you 10 keep all
your Extensions, but to o n ly use the ones you
need at a part icular time.

The most useful featu re o f the progra m is its
ability 10 clump Extensions together in groups .
So, for instance, if you we re us ing Pholl'Shop
you could enable those graphics Extensions
which ma ke graphics work easier. The n you
could have a diffe re nt set for wo rd processing
and another for standard desktop work.

When you Slan up Extensions Manager. it dis­
plays a list of your System Extensions. Those
that are highlighted are currently enabled. Be­
fore each set of Extensions is the name of the
main folder where they belong. To enable an
Extension. you simply click on its name so that
it becomes highlighted; to disable it. just click
on its name again. Ifs as simple as that.

You can inst ruct the program to appear on­
screen every time you boot -up, w hich enables
you to decide quickly which extensions yo u'll
need. There are also powergook specific a ids,

Escape Dammlt!

SYSTEM EXTENSION MANAGER

€I1992 by Andzev Welch

Cheese Ke

"·1
Has your boss justcaught playing games on company time
tor the 'ourth ~me this week?You need a Big Cheese Key.

you'll probably load a game up and have a play.
The bad news is that bosses tend 10 look down
on people who play Mae games when they
should be dipping their nose 10 the grindstone.

So there you are, indulging in a round or
two of Telns, when the big cheese walks into
the office. What are you going 10 do? If you
had the foresight to install the Big Cheese Key on
your Mae before playing the game, then you
could hit a special combination of keys and
transform your screen display from a game to a
word processor.

Once you've hit the hot key, the screen will
stay that way until you click the mouse. so if
your boss is inquisitive. you could still be in the
merde. The text which is displayed on the
screen is actually about photography, but if
you're equipped with R~Edilthen you ca n alter
it to anything you want. Personally, I didn't
make much use of this program, but then ['m
paid money to play games. Maybe they'll come
up with a hot key to change my screen display
from te xt ID a game - it could get me out of a
load of trouble.

Disk Charmer

This program was created because the author
was given a tape drive on which he decided to
store all the data that was currently on his flop­
py disks. He was then faced with the prospect
of erasing 80 disks using the laborious desktop
method. He was so fru strated by this process
that he created Disk Charmer. w hich e rases disks
in the background.

Once you've run the program, you decide
whether you want low or high density disks
and what you want ID call them. Then it's sim­
ply a case of insening a new disk every time
your Mac beeps. All of which is infinitely
preferable to trawling through a load of disks
and eras ing them the hard way.
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Disk Charmer b rabrtzio Ddllone

m Wait ing for disk insertion... To allow undo,
U I will reall the disk before erasing,

Disk neme:

Undo erasure:

oErase lIi sk ® l ock out ball sectors

@Only erase lIisk catalog ~

oUerify lIisk

~ Warn before erasing 0 l arger lIisks

Disk Charmer. watch all the data disappear from your old
~isks qu icker than a politician·s promise.

Avoi~ sta rtu pcrashes and wasted System space by ~isabling

alllhe Extensions you don1 need with Extensions Manager.
ThiSmonth's thrilling capt ion awa rd sees to Folder Icon
Maker, It wi ns a subscription to Emoolmer's MOIlltlty.
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GRAPHIC FRACTAL GENERATOR
Colour Fractal Generator

CoIeur Fraclal Generaror is the cream 01 CM()S graphics
creators - and you can cheek~ out on this month's CD-ROM.

behind 'local tim e' the place is. Again, this is
bette r than Map, because to add a location
within that program. you have lO give Map the
exact longitude and latitude - which means
consulting an atlas, a thing few people can be
bothered to do.

Snareware -$15

This has got to be the bargain of the summer.
The normal. run ·ol·the-mill graphic Iractel
generators which you find as you buzz around
the Inte rnet tend to cover one specific type 01
Iractal. Colour Fractal c mmuor. on the other
hand, is the start o f the next generat ion . It's an
extremely wen-designed program which does
just about everything.

Colour Fraaal Gmeraror enables you to gener.
ate Mandelbrot, Julia, Dragon and Random
Walk Iractals. These can be created in as many
colours as you want. So. il you've got a quid
16. 7 million-colour Mac, you'll be able to cre­
ate stunning images. However, users of lower­
end Macs with j ust two or four colours can atso
join in the lun; you simply specify how many
colours you want to use and the program gets
on wilh it.

It has three built-in palettes which you can
use during Iracta l generation, or il you prefer.
you can create your own. To set the program
running, you fi rst pick the type of fractal image
you want. then enter the size 01 your screen
and the number of colours you require. The
program then quickly generales the image.

Once an image has been created, you can
zoom in on it or save it as a CFG or PICT file.
The whole package comes with a very good
manual (complete with loads 01 diagrams) .
plenty of example images and AppleScript
compatibility. Given that it COS1S just $15
(about ( 10) it represents brilliam value for
money - definitely onc lor the collection.

TIME ZONE CLOCK

Oracle

Another frivolous program. Oracle simply
plonks a quote on your screen each time you
start up your Mac. They range from the lunny
to the bizarre. and should you particularly like
an individual quole, you can print it ou t. It isn 'l
going to shake the earth to its foundations, but
it's a fun , well-designed program which re­
lieves the boredom 01 a lengthy stanup.

Not everyone has to phone exotic places. Few
people need to keep a constant check on the
exact time in Paris, Buenos Aries, New York,
Milan and Peckham. And if you only need to
look those times up occasiona lly. then lhe
Apple Map Control Panel does a labby job.
However, let's assume lor a minute that you 're
an tnvesunem banker. a rock star or a comput­
er journa list who does need to know the time
elsewhere. {Allhough not neceuarily al 9.30 in the
morning at thei r own place ofwork, rh HU/ch? - EdJ

World Time enables you to display the tim e in
any location you choose. However. it's better
than Map, because it displays all these times at
once in windows on your desktop. It works by
calling the lime that your System dock is set to
'loca l time '. Then, if you want to add a new city
or country, you simply tell lt how far ahead or

Shareware - $tO
STARTUP OUOTATlON PROGRAM
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Duillwill open virtuallyanything you ca re to mention ­
rumour has rt that Ronn le Blggs has put his orde r In already

World TIme

PUbliC Domain

in a plethora of files (everyth ing from worarer­
[ea to Apple 's DocMaker). And third, il can dis ­
play pictures, 100.

You'd use thi s program if you' re often sent
odd fi le types which need viewing. This is par­
ticularly true 01 anyone who gets on-line a lot ­
practically every program uses a dillerent Ior­
mal fo r its ReadMel file, so you can save your­
self a 101 of grief by simply bunging Quill in
your Control Panels folder.

I'm an international businessman, so Ialways need to know
tile lime in Laguna Beach. fitI'l l, Paris .. Peckham.

Quill 2.2

there (even if the program's not as good as its
icon suggests). More often than nor. though,
the folder' s a bog standard grey model.

Fo/du loon Maker is a dcath-defvinglv simple
program. It crea tes new folders for you by read­
ing data from the file's icon. This w ill enable
you 10 transform your grey-looking desktop
into a riot of colour. (Sorry. thought I was com­
memaung on the Chelsea Flower Show Ior a
minute there.)

The program's exceptionally easy 10 use. You
simply drag the file with the source icon on to
Fo/da [WII Maker's icon and it creates the folder.
If you hold down th e C key during this process.
the icon will be pasted on to the clipboard; if
you hold the f' key. the new folder icon w ill be
placed on the file's parent folder; and if you
hold the T key. the white portion of the file's
icon will be treated as transparent.

The results which I've obtain ed from this
program are e xcellent. This is due, in part. 10 its
am i-a liasing featu re which smOOlhs OUl th e
image for its new shrunken formal. Inciden­
tally, the chap who wrote th iS program works
fo r NASA - so now you know what they all get
up 10 when they' re supposed to be designing
fun ctioning satejures.

Quill is a small text display program which can
be run as either a desk accessory or a stand­
alone appl ication. II"s modelled in the style of
BBtdit - that is. its primary use is simply lor
viewing a wide range 01 text fil es. So once
you've loaded the text. you can't edit it. you
can only save it out in Quill lormat (which
takes up less space ).

So why would you want 10 use this pro­
gram? WelL first. it takes up very little space
indeed (32K ro be precise) and it 's a lot easier
on the eye than TrarhTw. Second, it can load

Freeware

TEXT VIEWER

PO Bc SHAREWARE - WHAT EXACTLY ARE THEY?
PD is shore for ' public domain'; it's soft ware
lh al may be freely shared around among
use rs - uhere is no fee 10 pa y. II can be
obta ined from PD houses, use r groups and
bullettn boards,

AClua lly, mOSI free software isn 't PD - it's
what's kn own as ' frl'eware·. Thi s is becau se
pun ing a I,itoee of software into the public
do main depri ves lhe au thor of any righlS to,

or cont rol over, thal software. Most
prog rammers are nOI at a ll happy at thal sort
of thi ng, SO lhe concept of 'freeware' was
created. This is software w hich vou can use
for no charge, but which the author Still
retai ns righ ts over. For simplic ily, though,
mOSt people still refer to lh is Iype of
software as ·PD'.

Shareware is a form of ' lry befo re you

buy' software sell ing. You can obla in the
program s from the same sources as PD and
freeware, bUI if you like the software, you
se nd the au tho r a contribution - normall y
somew here between $5 and $40 (mOSI
shareware authors live in the States ), In
return for lh is ' reg iS lration fee', you oflen gel
upgrades or documentation, so it's well
wonh paying up.
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HARD DRIVES

INT EXT

170 £ 139 £207

270 £ 189 £257

340 £239 £307

540 SPECIAL £299 £367

j·OGb £575 £643

1·8Gb £900 £968

2·OGb £1079 £1147

3·6Gb £ 1550 £1618

POWERBOOK 500 SERIES

P/Book520 25/ 50MHZ 4/ 160 £1522
P/ Book520< 25/5OMHZ 4/1 60 £1950
P/ Book540 33/66MHZ 4/ 240 £21 30
P/Book 540 33/ 66MHZ 12/240 £2594
P/Book 540< 33/66MHZ 4/ 320 £3196
P/Book 540< 33/66MHZ 12/240
+ Modem £3693

NEW DUO 280
P/Book DUO 280 4/ 200 ... £1750
P/ Book DUO 280 12/200
+ Modem £211 0
P/ Book DUO 280< 4/ 320 £2450
P/ Book DUO 280< 12/320
+ M.odem £2800

• FAST040 PROCESSOR
• POWER PC UPGRAOEABlE
• NEW OUO OOCK 11 AVAIlABLE

All prices
excluding VAT
and delivery

MEMORY

1MB 30 Pin £29
4MB 30 Pin £1 05
4M B .72 Pin £105
8MB .72 Pin £209
16MB .72 Pin £429
32MB ..72 Pln £920

POWER BOOKS + DUOS
4MB ColI
8MB ColI

SCANNERS
EPSON SCANNER

Epson GTI 8000 £975
Epson GTX 6500 £689
Epson GTI 6500 £839
Epson GTX 8000 £869

LC 475

LC 475 4/ 80 £750
LC 475 8/160 £899
with colour monitor and keyboard

POWER MACINTOSH

6100/60
8MBRAM/160 HD £1200
8MB RAM/250 HD + CD £1459

7100/66
8MB RAM/ 160 HD £1 970
8MBRAM/ 250 HD + CD £2150
8MB RAM/500 HD + CD £2680

8100/80
16MBRAM/500 HD + CD £3700
16MBRAM/ 1000 HD + CD£4200
16MBRAM/ 500 AV + CD £3850

PRINTERS

APPLE
Stylew rtter 11 Mono £209

SlyleWdler II Portable £269

StyleWriter Procolcur £485

CANON
BJC 820 A3 Colour £ 1225

HEWLET T
PACKARD

Deskwrtter 310 £ 169

DeskWriler 310 + ASF £207

DeskWriler C/Kil £28

Deskw nter 520 £ 189

DeskW dter560c £369

DeskJel 1200c 75 £1 599

LoserJel 4Ml £742

Iosetlet 4MP £968

loserJel 4M+ £ 1274

losetlet 4S1MX £3230

MONITORS

Apple 14' £255

Apple 14' AV Col £405

Apple 17" Col £729

Apple 20' Col £ 1450

APPLE CD ROM

Power CD £ 165

CD • 300 £ 159

How to Order
When ord.rine by tel.ploon. p'-oM quote your credit cord numbotr followed
by .... e><piry dote oncf olJO your full IICI.... and odd...... " paying by cheque
pa.o.. "'Ok. it pcryob'" 10 G...,....... Technology. In any c....."fI'O'lden<e
pa.,o.. cru- Cl pt.o,.. numlMr oM also" po.tal coOl. Plee..e allow five
woriIing days for cheque clearance.

Delivery Charges iE
Plea.. odd VAT on oM items. Small coruumobl.. ond softwa.. items under the
"".... of £59 plea.. odd £3.50 P&P. OIMr"",I "'''ao.-., MxI ckry cOU'rier
Mrvic. £10 per box.. Offs'-- and Highlands, ...........11 for Cl Cl_lion. In
oddition _ ofhr the following expresl ...nees: Saturday Dofwery II(IO'mCII_
plus £15 per box, Momi~, next dcry .-.-1.- plus £10 perbox. E" EO
I'ric" subjoocT to <hange wnt-It prior notM:a. AIIlrmJ "",b~x'1 tgl d
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c alm a

As a MACFORMAT subscriber
you get these benefits:

• SAVE MONEY w ith a discount of £12.00 off the
CD edition cover price

• SAVE M O NEY with a fu rther £2 off when you
pay by direct debit

• SAVE MONEY with subscriber-only offers
• FREE delivery to your home (UK residents)
• VO U have price protection for a year
• YOU will never miss that v ital feature
• VOU have a no fuss, no-quibb le refund on all

unmatled cop ies should you wish to cancel

The cover-mounted CD-ROM disc on a limited
number of cop ies each month contains shareware
and in teracti ve demos of top commercial software
and games. It w ill be hard to find, so guarantee
your copy by subscrib ing! CD-ROM subscribers
save money off the CD cover price of £4.95 - a sub­
scription costs £47, saving over £1 every month!

. SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE-0225 822511~(8.45AM.,.6PM)· -

- -~- <: FAX 0458 274378 (24HR) . - -> <,- - - - - ,.- - -
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YOUR CHOICE OF FREE GIFT .'-
The Shareware Collection Clnemanla '94 GreatWorks

RA P £19 9~ ON CD·ROM. RRP £56 99 INTE GRATE D PACKAG E RRP £116
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With no fewer than ten high dens ity d isks,
positi vely brimming w ith th e very best
sh areware and Ireeware programs. No
demos, just top-notch shareware scrrware.
There are 100 many 10 llst, b ut included in
the line-up are the latest versions of:
Visillfecram, Soulldmaster, Apollo, Be1-liu ll rchic.
FiltTyper, Maelstrom, Graphic Converter, and
over 100 more. All programs work w ith"
System 7 and a colour monitor - some
req uire them .

Cinemania gathers together 19,000 film
reviews from Leonard Maltin's MoriI' Qlld
video Guide, Roge r Ebert 's Video companion
and Pauline Kael's 5001 Ni9hts at the Movies,
and presents them in an eas ily-digestib le
and highly-e nl erta ining fo rm . Th ere are
more than 20 video clips from classic
movies, 900 movie st ills. 2,000 port raits of
stars. 100 son gs and th eme tunes, and more
th an 4,000 biographies. An es sential disc for
any movie fan 's CD-ROM collection.

With word processing, sp read sheet, grap h­
ics, database and com mu n icat io ns fun ctions
- it' s a fu ll y integrated package. After en ter­
ing, ed it ing or importing your text, you ca n
mail merge from the d atabase: then chart,
budget and fo recast on the spreadsheet. You
can even d e vel op your arusuc palette with
the drawing and palming facilit ies .
Communicanons functions are built arou nd
Ap ple's own comms toolbox so yo u can
a lw ays stay con nected.

Yes11 would lik e to s u bscribe to MACf ORM AT
for U Issues and r~elve m y ( reo:' software

Plu~ send m e:

1 would like my rover disk in Ihe following
formal:o CD-ROM 0 HD di sk

Please indicale your choice of free software:

Card no .

DI R ECT D E BIT
INSTRUCTIONS ID: 930763
This fo rm Instructs your bank Or ~
building sociely to make payments
direct from your account. Plr ase
complete all live Items and fhen send DIR ECT
IQ uS at lhe address given on the left. D e b it
(Banb-""J !o«i!JUtJ _ ""'l' rt/uM .. «apt
Our_ ..,.., diM1 Mbi"Jr- _ '»'" of..",......)

I. Plnsr write Ihe fu ll ..ddress of your ba nk

To: The Manager

..... ......................................Bank/Building Soc.

o AccessVisa

Cheq ue payable to Future Publishing Lld.
(cheq ues must be In Sterling d rawn o n
a U K bank account)

Direct Debit

Expi ry date .

Signed .

I would like 10 pay by:

o
o
o

UK direct d eb it subscription £4S

UK subscription £47

European Commun ity subscrip tion £59

Rest of World subscripti on £79

8oo

EEC VAT No ...

Postcode .

Address .

Name (Mr/MrslMlss/Ms)

S. Signed .

O..t e .

4. Account In name of:

2. Account n umber

DDITJDDDD
l. Sort code

DD DD DD

[n..ructlon. 10 knklbuUdlnl O<X1rtT
- [ """"" ",..10 PO. ""'" ....'" , _ .., """,",," ,b< ' ....... ot_....,-""--.....-. ,...-.. "" .............. [ ......-
""'" "'" _ _ lid ,"'"- ....__"'" """ ""'1..... ......--_.
_ J ...ll In ... ...... " , _",,-.I ..~__
_ , _ " .., ,,,,,,,_ " ot ..[.
_ _ wII[ ..... . .........

Please lick If you would prefer nOt to
receive not ice of an y special offers or
new products

Return the coupon to me following address
(no Stamp required if you 're posling in the UK):

Offer closes Wednesday l I August 1994

Dale ..

M AC/SPG/894

MACFORMAT Su bscr ipt ions,
Future Pu blishing,
FREEPOST (BS4900),
Som e rto n, Somerset TA Il 6BR

Subscription Horltne :
0225822 51 1 (8.45am-6pm)
Fax 0458 274378 (24h r)

o
GreatWorksClnemania '94 0

The shareware ColleClion

No.r: If you on: plannlni '0 . ub$cYl!>o: by dim:! d<blLflll ln ,I><
DD form. ODd o<nd I, ' !<>nI wilh you, <kt. u. <OOII'1<trd on Il><
o«I<'t f""".n." dh~ <ltbl! option I. Il>< ... y w,y'o poy bUI to
""IT . v. U. b le 10 .ul>tcrll><n who ho.. . UK b-.l ..<tU",
bonk .croun'.Dlr~ <ltbil p.y""'''.. "", drd"",rd .... " ...IIT In
od.llIIoCr, bu' \'<>U an an<r1.. ....1 ,1"",_

.. ........ ..... ..... .... ..... ... .. .... ... .. ... .. ... .. .... ..... .............. ..

.. ..... ............. .. .. .. ........ ........ .. .... ..... ... .. ..... .... ........ ...

................... ......... ..... .............................. ..... ...... ....

o
o

Telephone .

L ~
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n. 1I.1Ill ordIlr,lO~ can otl'f reacf the~ SliI,
It ItasI: tbt ..doIsn't tfIIM 011 01\ your finger$.. •

Don't telthe RSPCA. but iI you tictIe ltJese cDcbtll, eIIdl
~ wiI make I diflererlllOle. WeirIklI Rus.
non that it is moving along the surface of the
3D shape. You can a lter the speed and direction
of the ball , as well as setting its movement to
music, There's a selectio n of tuneful tracks
ranging from soothing muzak 10 a rock-like
th rob - it all sounds ve ry good through an AV
monitor's speakers, anyway!

The program provides nine examples of per­
fectly coo rdina ted spheres spinning in time
with the music. Unfortunately. my errore
weren 't q uite as proficient as its - it does take
some time to get used to setting the speed of
the balls.

The Flying Shapes activity is based on a slrnl­
tar concept; the idea is 10 animate the geomet·
ric sha pes, each of which has been assigned Its
own sound. One nice touch is the facility which
enables you to add your own sound to any of
the sha pes via your Mac'S microphone. You can
the n subsequent ly choose either the o riginal
sample o r your own. Yo u can resrze and ani­
mate the sha pes, which in turn affects the
sound. So the la rge r th e sha pe, the louder the
sound; the Iaste r it spins. the higher the pitch;
Ihe faster it t ravels across the screen, the
quicker the rhythm.

,

Flying Shapes and Spheres

These IWO are the most ambitious of all the ac­
tivities. Coloured shapes o r spheres can be
manipulated in a range of w ays to complement
different sounds o r musical accompaniments.
Unlike the other activities, there are no correct
answers here - you can do what you like, with­
in the constraints of the tools provided.

Wilh the Flying Spheres. coloured balls can
be sent spinning across backgrounds filled with
a pseudo 3D shape: as the ball moves, It be­
comes larger or smaller. thus giving the Impres-

hand, plays a xylophone w hich can be made or
lengths of string. glasses or even - would you
believe it - chickens. Again. Toony Loony pe r­
forms a shon tune which you have to repeat;
Ihis task becomes increasingly complex each
lime you succeed.

The Toony Loony and Oranga Banga ect­
ivities oller two additional o ptions. First, you
can choose to pla y your own sequence which
one of the characters wiU then play back fault­
lessly. The second option is o nly for the very
brave, however: Oranga Banga o r 'roonv Loony
plays something in the da rk - you can't aClua lly
see w hich instrument or xylophone ba r they're
playing. This makes the exercise extremely d if­
f kult, especially during the Toony Loony sec­
tion, where you ha ve to d iscriminate be tween
individual notes.

If you do get the sequence wrong. though,
Oranga Banga and Toony Loony don't JUSt give
up on you - they play it back endlessly (and in­
creasingly slow ly) unt il you get it righ t.

Feathered Friends

NoW, thi s o ne I like. During th e Qu estion and
Answer mode, you're present ed with three dif­
fere n t bird s. It's then up to you 10 use th e bird­
ma king machine to make the next one in the
series. Once you 've done this correctly. the
birds exit in one of a number of am usi ng cameo
sequences - they either dance into the w ings o r
a rc pulled off the side of the screen w ith a long
hook, o r occasionally fa ll th rough th e trap door
benea th them, leaving their hats floating be­
hind them for a second or two.

In the Create mode, you can make as many
birds as you like, a lthough each group of four
disappears in the same amusing manner.

Both of these activities encourage chi ldren to
remember sequences of sounds and, as the diffi­
culty level increa ses, to dlstlugulsh between dll­
Ierent sounds and notes. To begin wi th , Oranga
Banga uses a set of d ru ms and o the r pe rcussion
instruments to play a sequence which you then
have to repea l. At the easiest d illicully level.
these sequences include a small selection of In­
struments which arc each struck once or twice.
Later on, the sequences become more complex
and involve a la rger number of Instruments,

The Toony Loony characte r, on the ot her

loony Loony/Oranga Banga

Thlnkln' Things cla ims to teach essential learning
skills, but Is it really as good as It appears?

Hert's 0rJIl0I!la'9L HI', aboulia la pUy)'Oll I uqun;I
wtlI;h)'Oll INn IIM la copy Pay al1InbOfIll tbt bICk tbtfel

W
hy does all educational software
seem to come from the US these
days? Oon', gel me wrong. some' 01
it has great potential. Wc are.

however. tWO separate nations with differing
ideas abom a grea t many subj«u - induding
learning. and the role." of computers wi thin that
learning system. Thinkin 'Things is one of those
programs w hich does have grea t potenual, but
which is a lso nawtd as lar as a UK audience is
concerned, because of our difrercnt approach 10
educa tion. The packaging. for example, dairns
tha t Thinkin ' Things Will give your mild a sol id
foundation for a li fetime of successful lC'am ing'.
If Mac programs could really do that, we
wouldn't need schoolsl

Aimed at kids aged between 4 and 8. Thinkin'
Thin!Js provides oppcrtunlues to experiment
with shapes and sound, 10 remember increas­
ingly complex seq uences through repetition.
and to apply logic 10 the completion of pauems.
The program is made up of six dtscrere sections:
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...And here's my pathetic effort. j suppose you really
can't teach an old dog newtricks.

MAC FORMAT RATING

Educational value 188%I
Plenty of potential. providing pa rents gu ide
their child's leam ing.

Fea tures
SOmeamusing touches, wnh lots 01
activities.

Ease or use
An absoMe doodle!

Price: £36,80.
Requires: a 256-rolour mcr stor. System 6,0.7 or later,
4Mb01RAMand a hard disll.
For more details contact the pu blisher's, Iona scnware
on 081 241 8925, or retailers such as Macademlc on
071 630 6844,

The implicit message of the program and its
documentation is that lea rning is a ll abo ut a set
of discret e skills, w hich can be taught or
learned independently of any 'real-life' con­
texts. Ou r Nationa l Cu rriculum stresses the
need for knowledge and understanding, as well
as skills - an d all within a context w hich is pur­
poseful to the chi ld. For many of the activities,
there 's no rea l reason for the child to persevere
with the activities, and I would guess that w ith­
out adult tmerventton some areas 01 the pro­
gram will only be played with once.

Perhaps one day a US software house will
dem onstra te rea l commi tment to its UK market
by crea ting versions 01 its programs which are
more in tune w ith the educa tion system in this
country. For most packages, this wouldn 't be a
huge tnvesrmem. Don't get me w rong. though:
I do like many things about Thinkin' Things. It
has a lot of amusing touches, good documenta­
tion and facilities which en able children with
'special needs' to use touch -screen or switches
with it. With parental participation it definitely
has great educational potential. If. however,
you tend to leave your ch ild alone while he's
playing on your Mac. then it will have only
limited val ue. !b.it",ff<x>-

THINKIN'THINGS

Docu me nt ation
Impressively slim.

ence between the UK and US view of learning:
much of the documenta tion implies tha t the
program will - by itself - teach chil dren incred­
ibly useful skills. This is a shame, because the re
is little doubt that the program can offer some
excellent opportunities for lea rning - but it
can't teach anything unless there is an adult or
other child ren on hand to probe the child 's un­
derstanding of what is going on, and to en ­
courage him to reflect on his actions.

Th is is ue FeatMred Friends section - make the next bird
using tte mach ioe on the right. Move over. Casanova!

Strangely, in other pans of the docum enta­
tion. this fact is acknowledged by the provision
of sections called Together Time Activities .
These sections suggest related tasks which the
child and his parent(s) can do away from the
Mac. There are some real gems in here, incl ud­
ing the type of activities w hich will send
youngsters to school read y to read. How sad.
therefore, that the authors didn 't take the op­
portunity to suggest to parents how to use the
program, parents understand how to read
books with their children. but how many feel
really comfortable using a computer program
with their young child'?

For me, another problem is that you can
only set the difficulty leve l of the various sec­
tions through the 'adult pane]', w hich is ob­
tained by pressing (co m m a nd ] [opt ion I A .
It's a strange paradox: the progra m's a ll about
encouraging children to actively experiment,
yet it prevents them from controlling the diffi­
culty level. A lot of US software is like th is, but
it doesn't sit well with our approach to ed uca­
tion - we seek to put children in control of the
technology, rather than vice versa.

Fripple Shop

Nowwhich Fripple matches this customers order? And why
dt!e's she want to buy one 0'eese gross creatures. anyway?

Once you've set up an animation in either
activity, you can gel rid of the teens and tools,
so you can devote the whole screen to showing
what you have achieved. You can also save up
to nine of your ow n creati ons. which you can
cycle through alongside the exam ples provided
by the program.

Dead simple. th is one. Customers ask you for a
specific type of Fripple. and It's up 10 you 10
match up the criteria which they identify w ith
your current stock - small eyes. curly hair and
so on. Wh en you choose the right one, it hops
off its perch and goes out of the door ~ you get
a new set of Fripples after each order is ful­
filled. This extremely simple idea is made mere
effective because customers can order in three
different ways, each of w hich emphasises a dil­
Ierem mode. When you click on the door. a
customer arrives and asks for the type of Frip­
pie she or he wants, so you hear the seiectlon
as well as seeing the request in words and ptc­
rures . When you click on the phone, however.
you only hear the criteria, and when you click
on the tax you only see them.

There a re some amusing touches in here 100

- the customers range from a woman scuba ­
diver to a giant: and when you get the order via
the phone or lax. a van draws up outside the
shop - you can even hear it drive away when
the selected Fripple trots outside. Unfortuna te­
ly, the makers of the program ha ve tried to give
each character a distinct ive accent, bur they're
all really appa lhngt

As the activity becomes more complex, the
matching process can become quite tax ing,
with the various atrrt bures of the Fripples being
connected with the words 'or', 'and' or 'nor ­
or combinations of them. For exampie, 'curly
hair and small eyes but not stripes ' does take
some working out. JI you fail with your second
attempt, however. some of the Fripples disap­
pear to make the choice easier, and you can, in
fact, never fail to select the right one.

11. having played with the six sets of activi­
ties. you can 't unde rstand what the point of it
all is, it 's time 10 have a look at the impressively
slim handbook whi ch comes with the package.
Here there a re explanations of what each activ­
ity is trying to achieve. Fo r example, the Flying
Spheres section offers 'a novel and challenging
environment in which children can explore
their anist ic, musical. and scientifically inquisi­
tive na tures:

Sad ly, this is one example of the bas ic differ-

MAC I"OR M A T ' IS S U E Itl . A UG U ST 1 9 94
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good an excuse for some swordplay, leaping
and potion swigging as I've ever heard, Hurrah,

ThiS game is primarily a test of your leaping
skills, You've gOI to be able 10 judge jumps per­
fectly or you 'll gel nowhere. You are allowed a
sligh t margin 01 error, but lime your leap badly
and you 're more likely to plummet down a
chasm on to some spikes than come to rest on a
handy ledge,

The action starts at the palace, You leap OUI
of the window and then ha ve to dispatch the
guards who have been sent to gel you, Once
you're OUI of Ihe palace, you leg n down a jelly
and hurl yourself al a boat which is just leaving
port . This is w here the adventure proper srans.

[n order to make il through the levels,
you've gOI to anticipate exacr ly what the pro'
grammers will Ihrow at you. For instance,
ledges may look safe, but Slick around and
they' ll crumble 10 bits, Walls may look harm­
less enough, but get too close and you'll get
aerated like Swiss cheese, The ground may look
harmless enough, bu t step on the wrong stone
and you'll get a stick up the tradesman's, Thai

But Jailfar,llle evil vizier, larocles your mesus himse~. so tie
goes Without ashave tor aweekand then seizes power.

•
erSla

special potion, You've married the Sultan's
lovely da ughter and have settled back to a few
months of procreation. But then.. , ah well, we
need a plot for the sequel, don'l we,

You wa ke up one morning and an imposter
w ho looks disturbingly like you is by rhe
Princess's side. None of the members of Ihe
royal court recognise you and they 're a bit of­
fended by your presence. [n time honou red
fashion you decide [0 do a runner and leap
th rough the nearest plate glass window,

And so, dea r reader, your mission in this
game is to get your pamalooned bonom back to
the palace, 10 reclaim your mtssus and then 10
dispatch the evil Imposte r. All of w hich is as

That's you on therigh1; the Ye/Y attractive person on \tie left
is your olrlWeod You meet and lall ln love l hro~h Dalellne.

•
rmee 0

-

T
he Middle East has never been a par­
ticularly stable place. Ever since man
crawled out of the primeval soup and
imo a pai r of leopard skin Calvin

Kletns. they've been at each other's gourds
down there. But at least they didn' t have nu­
dear weapons. oil and satell ite TV in the old
days. All they had then were some camels. a
nice line in silk, some very sharp curved swords
and a proclivity to marry lots and lots 01
women all at once. The perfect selling for a
game then.

You 're Ihe Prince of Persia of rhe mte.
You've done plenty of sword fighting and lets
of jumping and swigged copious amounts of

At Itle start or tile game, there's a loog sequence Which tills
in the slorylil1ll between Pnm:e ofPm;, J arnllhe sequel.

~f-------------------------

There's some stabbing, a few leaps, the odd
'running through' , plenty of undead foot soldiers
and death-defying encount ers by the camel-load.
Better get Andy Hutchlnson in...

That grtsly undead skeletoneners no
cllallenge for a hero like the Prince,..

Down on the fourth level, and you've been seta time l im~ of 70
minutes WIth in which to rescue yOUf poisoned bride

.., Except WIlen 'rs dead hardand manages to take you OUl with
just one sWipe, Oh wt!l l, bac\( 10 the draWing board, Isuppose,
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Price: £39.99, Ou!: Now.
Requ ires: 256-eolour Mac, 4Mb of RAM, System6,0.7
or higher, 15Mb hard drive space.
Controls: keyboa rd , GamePad.
For mere details ccnteei: Electronic Arts on 0753
549442.

Graphics
He walks, he runs, he leaps, he doesn't
move like a [0001. Excellent

Gameplay
Plenty of twists to keep you interested and
a damn handy save game option.

Sound
Atmospheric in pa rts, scary in others. You
won't want to turn the volume down,

MAC~'ORI\IAT RATING

Jallar really is a nasty peee of work - rere.he sinks your
boat by whippill\l up ahuoe storm, sn.

He COlIkI shll
end up
looking like a
cha racter
from a
Caral'309i()
palfl~ng

Some people,
oh '

He acime pojnt, didnl he. StilI. whal'd
you expect or someone called Spike?

game stand a pa rt from the crowd, though, is its
animation. The Prince walks, runs, jumps,
grabs, fights and swings exactly as you'd expect
a real person 10. All of which adds greatly to
the game.

The sou nd can be set 10 two levels. You can
have JUSt the spot effects switched o n or the
ambient music o r both. The spot effects are

great - plenty of 'oo hs'. 'aarghs'.
'urghs- and -ereees'. The ambient
music is unobtrusive and peril sen si­
tive. J lelt both so un d options on
throughout the game.

Prince ()f Persia 2 is rertainlv a chal-

That pi le 01 bones on the right has just risen up and sl\ew6red cer helO And
this bit's Just two platfor~ from the end of the level too G~!

yo u ca n turn in to the Shadow Man , ThiS en- lenge. There are enough levels 10 keep even
abies you to flit pa st the guards without them th e slickest of ga rne rs busy for a few weeks,
noticing you, tf you're lucky, you 'll come Mere mortals like myself w ill find thts ga me
across a fireball, too - this ca n ta ke OUt any- haunts their e very waking hour - it 's almost
thing, but it sa ps one unit o f strength every im possible to stop yo urself loading the game up
time you use it. lor a qu ick bash whe n you 've gOt a spare mo-

As always, Prinl7 ()f Persia is a t reat to look at. rnern. With its brilliant animat ion, fun ky
The levels are a ll really well designed, partlcu- sound, ca refu lly honed gameplay and odd-
larly th e first palace level. What makes thi s sh aped box, Prince ()f Persia 2'$ a must. Right.

which of you skeletal warriors is first for a
machete u p the.. . (Snip' - Ed).

..,(mfy 9'(,;,dW",-.

After you've tackled the palace and Its guards, ~O'\l have re
make a quic.k exit down tile jetty to the left .

Dotted around me Mls are all sorts or potions. Some restore strerlQlh,
some give you extra powers and some are poisoned.

pile 01 bones may loo k innocuous, but waft past
them and they 'll mm into an undead warrior
with a lot of legit imate grievances.

Now, ini tially a ll this is fair enough, because
you can gingerly step everywhere. But as the
game progresses. you 're set time limits to corn­
plete each level and that means [egging it
around the pla tforms performing death-defying
jum ps. Which inevitably means dying a lot.

Fortunately, this isn't a o ne life game - you
get as many cracks at a part icular level as you
want. When you have done a level. it's a very
wise idea to save the game or you might rail
foul of the Regressive Plallorming Syndrome.
This occurs when you whizz right through a
level at your first go one day, but the next time
you load up the game you find yourself utterly
incapable o f doing e ve n the easiest bits,

So what tools have you got in your ar­
moury? We ll, for starte rs there 's your swo rd,
which is one of the tri ckiest feat u res of the
game to master. To sta rt off with , you'll be able
to dispa tch all the bad guys w ith considerable
ease, but later on, th ey start slicin g you up into
Prince chunks, Tha t means that instead of JUSt
hacking at your assailant, you'll have to learn
to block, parry, ad va nce, retreat and thrust.
Couple that with the ticking d ock, and you'll
soon be screaming blue m urder,

No gam e wo uld be complete without a b it of
magic to spice things up a bit. As you get
through the game, you'll build up your e ne rgy
levels by swiggin g potions, Ge t nine u n its and

---------------------------i~

Poor chap haSII' got alfll to stand 011 Still, ~ he
can manag.e to wriggle free and l/eI through mat
humongous rock. he might iust be all fight
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Price: £24.99. Out: Now.
R.equires: recent Macs wrth 16 or more colou rs running
System 6.0,7 or later, Will not run on Mac Plus, CIasslc
orSI: , Controls: mo use, keyboard.
FQr more details contact GameTekon 0753 553445.

Gra phics 1 'I
The characters are basK:ally stick men, bUI 68
lt all moves smoolllly and quickly.

Yes, he's bought it Now let's see, I've taken out three men,
wtllCh means that I've gOl 40 1e1lto kill . son. (Smpl- Ed).

after getting shot they can rejoi n the game. If
you get hit, then it's game ov er. 11 is possible to
ch ange a lmost any aspect of the gameplay
though - everything lrom the number 01 bul­
lets each side has, to how long the computer­
controlled characters take to react can bot:
tweaked. All of wh ich means that it's possible
to even the sca les a bit.

To be perfectly honest. I didn 't expect much
from this game. The graphics aren 't terribly in­
spiring, th e sound's crap and the cont rol sys­
tern's somewhat akin to fl yin g a helicopter in a
deep sea diving suit. But persevere and you1l
discover an ad dictive game with lots of redeem·
ing features. The plethora of options mean that
you can have either st rategic or action-based
gamcplay and il you turn everything up to full,
th en it gets truly mad. Splal'rrs cen a inly isn't
the lutu re of video games, but it's an imeresr­
ing plot twist along the way,

Souod 1 'I
The odd spot etlect when you lire your gun 6S
and a surprising 'ouch' sample when you h ~ an enemy.

uameptav 1 ' I
Desprte that unwie ldy control interface, 7 3
after a M 01 perseverance, this is surprisingly good run.

- ., ' - . .'
-':P,L.A T ' E Rr L '

11 you succeed in shOOhng one or the OPPOSition , then his
head fires In the all and comes 10 rest In his hands

' A" _.._-."'-0••.••.••_,..l!l
...,......_ v.

''' - -­,, _ _ lOO>

'-0.... ,, __0.. , _ _ v.~l... ."

l111pinA the scales

rectton. wh ile looking somewhere else e nlirely,
And as if eurnat wasn't enough, you've got to
aim your gun. Bastrally. you're given an in,
credible amount 01 control over your character
- so much so in fact, that it's almighti ly co nfu s­
ing. To obtain even the most sim ple movement
out 01 your character, vouve got to have one
hand on the ke yboard and the other on the
mouse. Even when you think you know what
you're doing. you'll consta n tly be referring to
the instruction manual, looking for an obscu re
key combination.

We booth draw our weapons and 1tI ott volley after volley. His
shots Iarld very wide olthe mark. but I'm better than him

The game sta rts wi th one team spriming off
Into the maze and ta king up positions. One
minute later. the other side enters. and from
there on it's a case of exploring the maze, took­
ing for th e flags a nd a voiding gelling splauered.
The cornpure r-conrrolted characters most defl­
nitely have the advantage in the game because
there are more 01 them than you and because

Nope, hall an llour later and I'm stili dead orce Y\lU get shot
there'sno re-enlerino the 03me, I'm all'3 id

''' '''--- ­.._-."
' - D

••·•...• __0· .. _ _ .s

' A" _.._-...
' - 0..... ,.. _ .... l!l...,......<-<.

" ......"..._-~

. , '---~.'_ft.'

.,--'~=====...."

We 've warldered Into a rirel'Oh1. Down lhe other end of this
conidor IS an enemy soldier , jusl waillrlg to pick me off

Oh dear, I"ve teen shot You can tell becausel'w lost the use
01 both legs and amnow hall the SIn Iused to be

It's the caring shar ing '90s (In case yon hadn't
noticed) and appropr iately enough, Andy
Hutchlnson looks at a game In which nobody dies;
they just get covered in paint...

P
aim Ball games are very much an 'SOs
phenomenon. You know the kind of
thing: round up a Iew mates, put on a
pair of combat fatigues, load some

pellets in your gun and [hen run around a
wood shooting each other. If it sounds like llnle
boys playing soldiers then you'd be dead right;
it's also a lot of fun. But a computer game
based on Paint Ball? Tha t couldn't possibly
w ork , coutd it?

Splal'trs looks and plays more like a flight
simulator than a shoot-rem-up. The idea of the
game is 10 enter a maze 01 corridors and cap­
ture some flags without gelling shot at by the
computer-cont rolled characters . In order to
survive, you've got 10 be aware, extremely
careful and a bit nifty with the oid trigger Iln­
ger. because there are la r more players on the
enemy team than on yours, BUI then war's
never fair, is it?

The most bizarre aspect to this game is the
control system. Your character can creep, walk,
jog and run , He can also point in any 360' di-

1--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Sound
Again, it's unnervingly sim ilar to SimCity
2000's - still, that's no bad thing

Price: £14.99. Out: Now. SimC~ 2000: £39.99extrl.
Requires: 2,5 Mb 01 RAM , System 7.0 and later, 256·
colou rdisplay, and another 1,5 Mb ot hard drive Sp.1Cl1 ,
FOI more detai ls contact Maxis on 071 490 2333.

Clikey. MichilelFish never ment ioJled th is hilppenillQ.lfs I

giQ3nlic volcano, and is eating everything in its path ,

anything goes wrong. you feel personally re­
spo nsible, and you have no option but 10 do
something abou t it. ' Disasters'. meanwh,ile, are
JUSt something you use to smash down your
city once you 're bored with it - an a musing al.
remanve to [Command) Q.

In each of these sce na rios, someone else has
al ready had all th e fun - they've even chosen
the disasters for you. And, while scrolling
around real -life cities on you r Mac is moderate­
ly impressive. even then they're US ones, thou­
sa nds of miles away, so you need fed no guilt if
they're consumed by fire. Heathrow Air Dlsas­
ter might have worked beuer. or Bournemouth
Ean hq uake Emergency. Or - hey! - The Great
Fire of London. In fact. why wait for Maxis to
come up with the goods when you cou ld con­
struct them yourself fo r free?

Like playing with somebody else's Lego cre­
ation. SctHar ios Volume I seems utlerly pointless.
I just hope they're not planning to do more 01
th e sa me. /T<?m,rlum .{D(w lu

M AC FORMAT RATli'lG

Gameplay
Barely a tenthas much tun as des ig nillQ
your own scenarios..

Graphics
Erm, they're pretty much the same as the
ones in SimCity 2000

S
i mCily 2(){)(J is like Lego lor grown-ups.
You start off with a pile of bricks and
an open space. and you build wha teve r
you like. Then you sma sh it to pieces

a nd build something e lse . Hours of fun , The
thing about Lege. though, is that the things you
mak e with it aren't ha lf as enjoyable to play
with as the y are to build in th e first piace.

SimCily 2(){)(J Scenarios Volume I is a collection
uf 15 ready-made cities. each with its own
built -in disaster. The idea is to load one 01 them
int o the game. watch the relevant disaster hap­
pen. and then try to clear up the mess by send­
ing in the fire department, reconstructing dam­
aged buildings, blocking flood wate rs or what ­
ever. They're all set in real-life o nes. which is
nice, but the disaste rs aren't all st rict ly true to
life. For example:
• Atlan ta, 2050: a UFO hovers over th e city.
zapping buildings with its death ra y, You've got
10 put out any fi res it causes, and rebuild the
things it knock s down. returning the popula­
tion to a level of 72 .000 with in five years.
• Chicago. 1999: pollution has become so bad
that people are starting to move o ut . You've got
to redesign the city to bring pollution levels
under con tro l. aimin g fo r a population of
44,000 after ten yea rs.
• Cha rlesto n, 1989: strong winds and flooding
have ravaged the city. Fight the Iloodwaters
and revive the city, achieving a population o f
45.000 within fi ve years ,
• Washington DC. 199 5: alter a protest march
gets out 01 hand, the city's lawyers go on the
rampage. Bring them under control and raise
th e population to blah . blah, etc. e tc. ere.

SimCily 2(){)(J is a truly grea t game that every­
one should o wn, but rbts disk misses th e point.
It's the building side of things in SimCily which
is so absorbing - the way you sta rt off with
nothing and then gradually introduce a build­
ing at a time unt il you 've got a village, then a
town, then a city. th en a bustling metropol is. JI

If building your own cities sounds like hard work,
here are some which Maxis prepared earlier.

Aren't UFOs supposed to be round? Or ciQ3r·stlaped? This
one looks more like a huge, rectangula r. . on. SOrry ,

SimCi

OIE' whena meeer me~down GeSlroys ManMtlan.
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Price.: £50.
Requim: SysIem 6.0.7 Of tater. 12-nt1 c:oIoul moritor
wilIl2S6 c:olours. CO-ROM dnve. hard dislt with .Mb of
space, nl 2Mb of RAM..
FOtmondd*COIlUaSoftlnon OBl 4011234.

Value for money
You an' lMNl relOlllll1the dlscl

Gra phlc8
Poor. ApI" . Iy byCO slln:tartls.

MACFOKMAT RATING

Sound
Dec:etI1 speectI, shame about !he music.

Gameplay
Tedi0u5. wilIIllack oIl1tl'lOSPhett.

This ok! man sleeps 'Illth his pe! dflOOn.whiclt might beOilI
10uplaui why the two ollllem acI so strangely.

end up clicking everywhere: o n th e screen [or
fea r of missing a secret button o r h idden item.
Clicking o n one dump 01 tlowers enabled me
to pick one, so I clicked on every bu sh I came
across [ust 10 sce If someunng might happen ­
whi ch o nly lead 10 a 101 of abused 1I0ra.

Dedicated adventure fans may enjoy u gmd
Of Kyrandia. but if you' re planning 10 gel int o
the genre for the fi rst time, then try Th, &crd of
Monk'}' Island o r Mysl Instead. ~ Jnu"t/t

If It were raining outside and the only thing to do
Indoors was play this game, you'd get wet.
more: o f the island. NOI that you 'll be partku­
larly anxious 10 explore: such a chunky ser of
graphics. And while we 're: o n the subjec. Bran­
don himself is very poorly ddin~. You'd think
that the authors would ha~ pul a bit more er­
fon into the poor chap. especially considering
you spend the whole game looking OIl him. The
backgrounds a re equally naff and this ma kes il
difficul t 10 dislinguish objc:as. meaning Ihal
you end up walk slraighl paSI them. It look me
hal f-an-hour 10 rea lise that a brown blob on a
table was, in Iact, the crudal note I'd been
looking for.

Ano ther cri ticism would have to be: tha t
some of th e pictures a re repeated in several 10'
cal ions. You soon become aware, for Instance.
that the same cliff-top kee ps appearing in dif ­
ferent places. I wouldn 't mind. but the game
doesn 't enable you to th row Brandon over the
edge. Graphics of th is qualhv would be accept­
able in a noppy disk game, but surely Ihe
whole point 01 CO is to enable the program­
mers to use masses of h igh-definition images,
as see n in recent games like Myst.

Background music is supplied. bUI Ihe best
thing about il is Ihe tee that you can turn u 011.
The digilised speech, by comparison, is much
better - as long as you don't mind the Ameri­
can accent.

The problem wilh these games in general
and wilh this game in particular. is that you

On-screen mtSSageS give )'<Iu terrillc htIp such u lelling you
!tIaI there is I la rge sta.tl!ll somllWhelll , Oh yes. somere is.

T
ht Ltgtrld 01 KynmdiQ is the latest addi­
tion to the genre of graphical adven­
tu re games when: everything is mouse
driven. so there are no commands 10

type in via th e keyboard. This means that it's
simple to use and. if you have played a similar
game before, you' ll be able to j um p straight in.
The slim manual contains approximately 20%
instru ction s and 80% background story which
Is then reto ld In an anima ted introduction.

The legend tells 01 a magic gem called the
Kyragem, which is exactly the sort of silly
name you end up wi th when you don" bother
getting a proper marketing agency 10 do your
research for you. The Order of Royal Mystics
have the job of looking after this gem for King
WilIiam the Generous. who is presumably
calkd King WilIy by his friends. A$ is usual
with these plots. both the DIll! and queen have
been m urdered by a terrible. nriI power - in
lhi$ cue all~ Malcolm the Jester, (You know.
it's very difficult 10 engage in a tjtank; rcnu­
ous. life and death ba ule against someone
aUc:d Malcolm.) An yway. the chid mystic.
Kallak the Palindrome. has been IUm~ to
stone by Ma le. befo re he is convenien tly dls­
covered by Brandon the Badly Drawn. rightful
heir 10 the th rone. Aher te n minutes o t rhts on­
derwhelmlng and em inently sktpable terre se­
quence. you reach th e game itself.

Click anywhere on the screen and arandon
will wal k 111I: re - unless you click on an object.
that is, in whi ch case Brandon w ill pick it up.
use u or talk 10 h. Moving the mouse 10 the
edge of the screen causes th e poin ter 10 become
etmer a no ent ry sign or an arrow which ind i­
cates 8randon can walk tha t way 10 ente r an­
othe r screen . Now begins your q uest 10 fi nd Out

what you are supposed 10 be doing - apan from
wo ndering w hy lhis game COSts so m uch .

Pick up an obj«t from one screen. walk
aboul until you find somewhere 10 use n, then
see what n don. Solving one puzzle enables
you 10 progress 10 the next one. and hen ce see

8randon .... up Iller a rIIIlef wid party wI1n his parents'
house IISId 10 be. Maytle III should use !he Yt/IIIaw Pages.

Illilldon 1$ quite happy 10 Ilraak into local hoows,with the
excuse ItIat he I$ lookIno for caes. ncrest, consta.tlle.

----------- - - ------- - - - ----\
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Sound
Sewing mach ines at dawn...

Gameplay
The re is some ilyou lool<: hard enough.

Graphics (P51 Mustang)
Just lookat that texture mapping!

Gra phics (Fokker)
Ves, there were some.

generally crashes for real. However, this sad
sta te o f alla irs doesn't compare to the post­
nuclear wasteland w hich purports to be Paris,
with its ma tchs tick Eiffel Tower perched in the
middle of nowhere.

It's not as if P51 manages to be u ltra-realistic
or technically involving for those who like their
sims ha rd-boiled. It's more complicated than
Fokker's point-and-shoot philosophy. but tt of­
rers noth ing to keep you u p at night.

u's much the same dea l as with Poklar: noth­
ing to see and not much to do. There a re extra
options for viewing the plane from the outside,
two plxels of more detail, a replay option and
differing mission types, b ut the same dismal
engine so und, the same restricted gameplay
a nd the same paudty of excitement. Yes. you
can play it on your battered old Classic without
worrying if you have 4Mb of RAM free. But
then you can also play 'changing the time zone
in the Map Control Panel' on the same set-up.
We kno w which option we 're going for.

&t{jf;dr~,~

• Fokker Trip/ane Flight SimuliJtor Price: £19.99
• PS I Mustang Flight SimulatorPlice: £19.99
• Compilation diskcontilining Fokker Triplane flight
SimUI3/Of. PSI Mustang Flighf Simulator, Splat'ers and
Ferrari OrivinD SimuliJtor Price:£39.99.
Out: now. Requires: any Mac w~h a mouse or joystick.
For more detilils contact GameTek on 0753 553445.

This, bel ieve ~ or not, is a bomb wh ich you've just droppell,
sending ~ hu rtl ing towards Earth. Well, sort of spasmodlca/t1
desce nd ing towa rds Earth, as it happens.

•

dots - er. shots - and then sob as the enemy
plummets to th e big sheet o f green. The really
adventurous can attempt to fly under a bridge ­
yes, under a bridge! (At least we th in k it's a
bridge . It cou ld be a power ca ble stru ng be­
tween two poles.] And then turn around and
fly back again! And then, urn. do it again! Oh,
the endless pleasure.

The whole progra m has a home-grown feel
to it. from the utilitarian wording on the pack­
aging to the hand-drawn grap hics. Co pyrigh ted
in 1985, Pokker is deeply shodd y and, frank ly, I
find it insulting to be offered this ancient tat in
an age of PowerMacs and games such as Flyin9
Ni9htmares.

P-5 1 Mustan9 F/ighr Simulator is hrtlc bener.
and it's really JU St a re -hash of Fokker with a
co uple 01 graphic improvements a nd a Iew
more missions thrown in. (This one's dated a t
1988. so obviously it's the bleeding edge o f
technology in Bullseye Software rerms.j

The packaging 01 P51 proudly boasts: 'If you
ge t shot up you'll watch the ground rise
leisurely 10 meet you : Not exactly. In reality,
you'll see a large green rectangle criss-crossed
wit h a cou ple of lines jerking its way in your
general direction, at which point your Mac

At least you get to lookat the plane from the outside in PSI
Mus/<lng. Hmm, pe rhaps 'plane ' is me wrong word

Ah, the splendour 01 soali ng th roug h cloudy skies on the tilil
of a large red blobby insect·type-thing with bits that stick
0111. It lair takes you r breath aw~,

Fakker Trlplane & P51 Mustang

104

Yes! The Eiffel Tower! And look, over ot fhe left - the Arc de
TriomphefOr is ~ a nasty sta in on the monitor?

There , see, the ground isnl all green. There's a long grey
runway in the middle and everyth ing. Not that it mat ters
where you land your plane anyway...

"'lA<:F"ORMA T o lSSUI!: is 0 AUG U ST 1994

Ed Ricketts puts t he Fokkers through their paces,
but will they really take-off with night sim fans?

N
o Illaller how terrible some games
a rc, you can forgive a ll their faults,
because they arc fun in thei r own sad
litt le wa y. Some night simulators a re

like that. But the n the re are some games which
can claim no defence o f a ny kind, games w hich
a re so unu tterably unforgivable that Moth er
'reresa would be inclined to shut the m in a
dark cupboard unt il they crumbled to dust.
Fokkr r Trip/ane Fli9ht Simulator and P51 Mustang
Flisht Simulator arc two such ga mes.

Fokker is intended to be fun ra the r than
over-complicated. so that with the minimum of
effort you can be airborne and popping a way at
other Po kkers. In practice, however, it's slightly
more complicated than that. When you're taxi­
ing along th e runway it's a real cha llenge JU St
to see il yo u' re moving, and if you 're o fl the
ground. In fact, there doesn 't seem to be any
ground - JUSt a big sheet of green with a tiny
runway on it.

Once you-re in the air a nd yo u 're used 10 the
controls - give it seven hours o r so, thanks to
the lacklustre response - you can sett le down
10 the task of find ing something to shoot. ThiS
m igh t take another day (if yo u 're lucky). Once
you've spoiled the o ther plane. fire 011 a few
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I •All W latest in tht inmdibk world
of muftitMdia - it's )OU1S to QISC'IJIIt'efI

Amazing journeys
TnMI rhfough Jpr1tt. ond fOlK tht
IIIO/ld( fS oFtht world with CD-ROM!

Astronomy, literature and travel are just some of the subjects

that come to life in this month's issue of CD·ROM Today­

the UK's best-selling multimedia magazine for PC and Mac.

There's also a full 650Mb of action on the disc. We

have dazzling video and photo competitions, the best

fully playable demos, and a complete pop video from

David Bowie. But aU that's just the beginning ...



Miscellaneous

with manual. El50 ono. Also Write N_
3.0. best offer. TeI: 081 998 8H2.
• Gam..: Sim City 1000. n 5, SQN. £15. A·

Trai~, El 5. Mankty [<"'nd. no. A ~O/lttr
Warld. El 5. All bond and a, new. Tel:
Max on 081 994705l.
• £.>:aI4.0. new. unopen~d. wiUsell 101
£9(1 ono. Or will , w' p for Foxha 2.5 Or 4Q
J1irR May consider I.,..t Stad n . TeI: 0778
347404 .
• KidPix . £20. Mavis lklUM ryplnj, £15.
Ma/It BI,wn Mys/try. £1 5. Warld Atl.., (15 .
All unused . Tel: Paul on 0(9) 746W3.
• Safe and Sownd disk "'pair and data
recovery soflware. unused. •tIllln
<l'Uophane wrapping, £10 , T~l: 0708
486870.
• Indiana Jon.. and tit. lAs/ City af
Atlanw lAn<>tJw- World. £20 for both . Tel:
0274753271 Or 0274 677757. 8.3Opm
onward,.
• CAT I l l. £75. High l~vel romaet
"'ftware. all manual. and disk,. Tel: 081
9407572 ,
• Microooft Word 5.1. boxed with orlglnal
di,ks and manuals. El 50. Clari, PiltMakLr
Pro1.0 "'. original disks and manuals.
El20. Tel: 0222 450 042.

• Macademy Vid..., training tapes. Quark
J ,I and PMtosltap. £40 , At Easc",ftware
and manual Ell . T~I: 05)) 70267S.
• Syqu..t di.ks 20 x 44Mb, 800d
ro nd;' ion. light use. n5 each or £400 for
all 20. Tt l: Andy On 021 711 4878.
daytime Or ev~ning$ On 02 1 7 1I 1428
• Persona Las<:rwrit~r U S printer. in
u <:cllent conditiOn with books. Hom~ u$t
only, 0 75. TeI: Chri. on 081 747 3762.
. Th~ SY$t~m 7 book by Cralg D.anuloff.
£14 Including postage and postage. Apple
IINTX manual wamed wilh dl<k' - Swap?

• System 7 ",ftwa", personal upg rade kit
nCW and unope ned. no. Tel: Colin on
0502 584 159,
• Ward 6,1 updale pack. £75, Qukkt-n J .O.
£45. both sealed and unregi'le",d . Tel:
0202780034.
• Mtridan Ada EOI.;""""..,t for the Mac.
complete pack.agc. boxed. £180 ono. Td
Ptteron 0234 325456.
• Symamcc CH rompUer and
d~velopment environment. Also includ~d

Tltink C6.0 latest ...,,.,ion. hall pricc. £140.
Tel: John on 0784 454753.
• MiO'OSOh Worb J.O brand new.
unopened. £55 Induding postage. Tel: Ross
on 0719351 ))6 ,
• Powerprint J,O. Wri/t 1/aw4.0. Books with
dI'ks: Cool Ma' Ga", .. PI", (2 di,ks), Cool
M... Qui<kTi",. (dl, k including Qwickti....
«Itosion. Popcorn). all hall price ono. Tel:
0482 44877 5.
• FIA· IS Horn" vl ,OJ diSks and manuals.
Ply Kuwait £30 000. Td: Clive on 0225
862506
• Joamcyman ProjaT CD· ROM game. £ 17.
1'1"", Two. doubl~ hard disk m~mory. £25.
r ei: 0533 702675.
• tn Gmtro12.0 new. st ill sealed wlt h
manual . 05. Td 0895 634816.
• PagtMakrr 5.0. boxed and unregl<le",d

ev~ningsor w~~k~nds. I Om arrange
d~livcry.

• LC III 12/120, 14" colour monitor.
FPUIVRAM. CD-ROM dri v~. YId..., SpigOl
",und ",rord~r pro kit. 9600bd fax
mod~m . All rompl~ t~ with ",Itwar~,

£1.700 , T~l: Andy on 081 8748346.
• Colour Cla"lc 8180 FPU Syst~m 7.1.
ma nual$.. ,yst~m ",/twa",. disks. keyb<>ard.
mOUse. light hom~ u$t only. many cx"a,.
£700. Phone 0592 63066 1

Software

Painter, (l n , 1< .;', Pcwt, T""b v l .O, 00
Tcl:071 706 1114.
_ lls; 5180 Nu bu s FPU, 14' OOIOUT
monito" System 7. L exttndcd ktyboa rd
and mouse. bond wilh manual•. £IAOO.
Td: Phil on 0252 844807. Ha'm.
• Perfonna 400. romplete wilh 14·
monitor, keyboard. mouse, Stylewriter
printer and including CI~ris>wT*s. manual.
and cduGiI,ion pack . Bought new
Septemb"r 1993. £750. ra. 0422 883827.
• CI...I" 11 6/40. I..., than a year old
ex""Uent condition wilh RAM Mublrr.
We,d 5. """'l and Af/<' Dark eK £600. Tel:
Oaniel On 081 960 083 l.
• I.C 1IJ 4 / 160. Still under w arran ty.
'j'$lrnl unit lor sa le. o lfers 1<, 0252878394.
evenings.
• Mac lCIl 4/80. Sys..m 7. 12" RG.
k"}'boatd. mouse. microphone and
adju'table " and. cx""Uenl condition.
130xed with manual, and ext ras, £595.
IMay oon,ider part e. d13ngc for Clanlc 11)
Tel; Mr S Davl"'n 04 49 774559.
• Mac SE, 4MB RAM . 20Mb HD.
k~yb<>ard.. mouse. l~ad. pIu, a"""lerator
card. Syst~m 6,07. £450. T~I: Lcwl. on
0564 7753 14. hom~ or at work on 021 60)
1001 (8.30ilm-5)Opm~

• nfx 8180. n~w 14" Maccolour dI,play,
8.24 Yid..., card. ~th~mel 6tled. ~xt~nded
k~yb<>ard. mouse. £2.000. T~I: PhU on
0252844807. Hant'.
• Perlorma 450 4/120. Syst~m. 7.1. 6
month. old. 14" Sony 'frinitron monitor.
~x<l'lI~nt rondition , .... 1I boxed with
manuals including Clarisworb . (950 ono.
T~I: xev on 0787 3i2250.
• Radiu, Pivot 14- g.r~yscale pIu. Nubu.
card. £450 or ~xchan~ for colour. T~I :

Brian on 0268 559284 ,
• Mac LCIll 8/80 with P~rforma piu,
display. Six month. old. •upert> rondition.
£750 ono. T~I: S~an On 0785 222876.

FOR SALE
Macs

• LCII 4140. boxed a, new. light home
use only. Il" colour monitor with anti
glare :screen. System 7 and /ly/NrCanJ.
£550. Te1: OB2 769775.
• Ma" Cia,,\<: U 4140, System 7. k~yb<>ard.

mouse. manual•. CO...,,., pluS Stylewriter.
£700. Te1: RidIard on 0202 535232.
• Mac CLa,,1c: 2140. •upert> rondillon.
boxed with manual•. .,lOning System 7.1.
Ught hom~ use only. nzs ono , T~l:

Jeremy Ford on 0272 74 1462
• U,; 5/80 FPU ro ·processo r. 14' hl· ",s
colour System 7.1. ) Mb 'yst~m ",bwa",.
microphone. Styl~writer and printer.
£1070. TeI: 0524 65201 ut 355113558. e ·
mall psb003(jlanc:s.oct:.uk.
• Ma" 2FX 201160 Syslem 7,1. extended
keyb<>a r<i mou se. 14·in colour monitor.
£1800. LC2 8t4O Syst~m 7.1. k~yb<>ard,

mouse. 14' colou r monitor. £700. Tel: Ben
on 0383 418548 ,
• Quadra 6 10 8/230 CPU. 4 months old.
,UU 12 months watTanty. £1.0 50.
AudiomediaU DiBidcslgn Nubu,. £850.
Cubase audio. £600. Clea rmou ntain drum
CO. £40. Tel: Ian on 0532 50075 1.
• Newton 110, unwanted Bib. cost £550.
will a=pt 020. Tel: Oavid on 0555
751707.
• LCIl 4/ 160. 14" rolour monitor.
Slylewriter 2. aU wilh manuals and cables.
One year old. exccll~m rondition. £800
ono. Tel: Maody South on 0494 775213.
• Mac llsi 5180 CPU Plus Syslem 7 and
mouse. bo.td with maouals. exccUenl
condition. Home use only, £600 ono. Tel:
Mark on 071 607 2009. evening<.
• Centris 650 4180, £ 1000. .... pplt CD 300.
£100.1 4" black and whj]~ monitor. £100.

If there's anything that you want, be it kit or sottware, look no further ...

~~----------------------------------

MACFORMAT READER ADVERTISEMENT FORM

Name , , .
(Not fot publlcoUOII)

Ad dress .

.... ....... .. ..... .. ...... .....P OSI code .

Telephone , .

Date , , .

l:atqory For Sa le 0 wan ted 0
S w ap Shop 0 c o mees 0

He lp w anted 0 H elp O ffered 0
Fan zi nes 0

For your fre e ad v~n, pl~ase u~ IbiS coupon Or a
p hotocopy. Only the words In Ihe sq uares w lll be
prim ed - u se o ne squa re for each w ord and r. _
member 10 Inetude your contact p ho ne numberl

All ads are accep led in good fa ith. MACFORMAT
urn·l guaran lee inscnion In a panlrular issue, and
reserv es th~ right 10 refuse Or cdi l any ad. We can
accepl no responslbll ll y for typographk al erro". or
an y losses arising from the use of lhl s servl<:c.

soft w a re . If you a re selUn g s oflw a re, yo u m USI
In cl u de a si gn ed stat e m e n t t h a t yo u a re sellin g
the o r lglnal lssue d isks a n d Incl u d ing all o r ig i­
nal manuals and d ocume n lallon, and that yo u
have not relalned a ny co p ies of the sof t w a re,

I b a ve rea d and u n d e ru ood Ih e "on d ll lo ns for
the ln d uslo n of m y free rea der a d .

User Groups New e ntry 0 =:~::.Ld~ec7~~~:::g°.r::~~:;:·::V:~i:"~~ ~~~ ~Ie S igned , , .

O
of PO SOrl w "e. Se nd you r fonn 10: MACFORMAT read er a d s,

Updated e n lry MAC'ORMAT Is nOI a fo rum ro r se llln g p lrale 30 Monrno uth St reet. Ba t h BAl ZB W.L ~
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T~I: 0364 72609, o.,~on.
• Roland DXY·1100 X·~ Plo1t~r and
M~d'IOI ""rsiOD 3.4 I'tandard). 8 ptD AJ
plotter In good condition. Offers on £400.
Carrtage exlra o. buyer collects. Td John
on 0684 573618, Malvern .
• Imide Macimosh V{llJ; 1,2. JA and 5.
Tlti"k C. F""lr~,* Sduawle, £100 lor
~crything.. may split. Tel: 0784 481002.
. Macin tosh Im.gcwnter 11, 9 pin dOl
matrix printer. piu. 2000 ,hee ts olll'li ng
p.tptT, n.ed, new ribbon and cable. £160
ono. Tel: S<!uh On 0742 88566 7.
• Uno'l'I'" PostSCript Rl1'2, su itab le lor
lin01ypt 100 Or lOO Im.agtSO'"er, induding
all cabling. nunual CIC, £1 ,000 ono. Te),
07l4700389.
• Slylcwritc. n prim cable and sollw, ,,,
manual. colour printer 10'''''' .. le. ( 160.
re. 0670 35 4 292 .
• Sharp JXlOO rolour scanner Including
colour lmcrfact card. £650 ono. Tel: 0322
448655.
• 2 x 2Mb SIMMS lor l'crformo 400
(300 ' 1 for a very cheap price_ Write ,,, Mr
oM.k, 30<: Oisn;';1 Rood. Wembley.
Middlese", HAO 2UI.
• Wacom Qigi'iser ",bie, 11' x 11',
cordless pt.... software and manuals. u..d
twicc, boxed. C""I £750 wanted £l50 ono.
TeI: Paul on 071 267 9014, afler 6pm,
• Mac lid 81240 wilh T""hiba CD·ROM,
fax modem, each. ea,d. microphone etc.
Offe.. to James on 0932 l52388. Surrey.
• R.4M Dowbltr ro mplete with box and
manual. £40. T. l: Ka,1 on 071 284 0278.
• PltWtrPri"11.0, onabl.s ro nnce1ion from
Mac to owr 1000 print. ... S.riallparall.l
srnan eable plus 18 printer drive... Mint
ro ndition...gistlation !lansferabl•. £80
ono. T.1 0604 7659i2.
• f'<>werBook 1708180 fax mod.m 14,4
Radius I'ow ervlew. k. yboa, d, . pa ,e ballery
and 2 ch..g. ... (1400 ono, T.I: 071 627
5892.
• laser writer NT, on ly 5.000 printS, new
Apple can ins'allc<l pluS One spare, all
m;lnuals, cabies ILocohalk) ere. ( 600. Tel:
Richard On 081 654 7772 , day'ime.

USER GROUPS
Needhands·onhelp wllha Mac problem?
Want 10 swap shueware or lreeware . or
IUsl meel olb" Mac en1lluslasts? Try a
US" gr"upneat you...

• "" on Univ mac UG, Binningham.
'reu Ray Tier on 021 359 3611.
• B~rkshir. M1Jc User Group meets
monthly (on lhe second Friday 01 ev~ry

monlh ) in the ReadinglNewburyl Bas·
ingstoke area. Bias tow.ms designlDTP
and g.necol lnterest in solving Mac prob.
I. m•. Ring: 0734 8 13669. (MP 16)
• Blackbum Mac UG. T~I: Rog.r Mo..ton
on 0254 670043 .
• Bourn.mouth M1Jc UG. Tel: Barry
Ch.esman on 0202 7l~859 ,

• Bristol ~BAUD). Te;, Malrolm Ingsley
on 0454 616346.
• Cam bridg. Apple UG. Tel: lan
Archibald on 0223 311 157.
• CanCCTResearchlR MH UG. Ganeer So·
detylRMH, T. I: Raymond Henry on atl
643 11901 (Bulletin Boord ~ 4636).
• Edinburgh Appl. UG, Tel: Inhn Beatie
on03 1 ~ 545096.

• Gat~way UG, Norfolk. T~l V~rn.

And~rson nn 0638 513000.
• Glasgow Mac UG. ra: Stephen
Broadloot on 041 l 39 6646.
. ILampton Coun (Riverside ) UG has a
new phone number: 081 224 1187.
Small newish group weloomes new en·
thusiastlc membeTS. (MP 16)
• Hlghland Mac UG (IIIMUG). Scottish
Hi8J!lands. T.I: Bob Wam.r0463 71 5322 ,

• Radiu. colour pivOlILe, landscape or
ponra]1 swltchable monitor with ergo
shl.ld and LC 8-bit eard. horn. u.. on ly.
( 500. T. I: 081 560 8082.

WANTED
• Anylall 01 Ihe 'Ulri",~' series of lanasy
RPG 's by 'Origin' OTprevious publlsher, for
the M1Jc. Please phone Colin 0234 82387l
• New Mac owner requires help 10 expand
software colleetlon. All lnIo 10' Kri• . 18
Browns HUt Clomer, Norlolk NR27 OQA.
All leu... answ.",d
• S,udent d.sptrat.ly n.c<ls .ither
AutoCad or MI" Ie.uJ and manuals. Cash
..ady. ean rollce1, Phone Al.x 020l
68747l (evenings)
• Urgently wanl.d FIIn $<hool 4 for 5 '0 7
year olds . Any ofle..? Phone 0732 851477
• Have you upgraded your Le? You hav•.
greal.. I would like to bu ~ the two 1Mb
SIMMs you ..moved. Phone CaTI 0268
556894 belwc<:n 4 - 6pm
• MuSic software (Cl<ba..- No'~tor) and
graphiCS software wanted Phone 061
44 )[462
• Sad, mad. lon.ly Mac add ict want. Th<
Maant.nh Bible first c<li,ion. Phone Paul
0785816922 S",ffs (day)
. 1 need a program for 'U' Value and
In tersti,ial Condensation cola _ anyone
help? Phone Gc<>tg' 031 653 2815
• npin 16Mb OT possible 8Mb SIMMS
wantc<l. Tel: 0111 692 8 129.
• 10Mb upgrade for my LC . I have a sad
w.ak Mac In need of power. and a small
budget. Pl. ase help. T.I : Andrew on 0204
694824, .v.nings.
• Mac Quadra Syslem unillor home use.
Don'l n.ed "".en. keyboard Or drives,
Will rollce1 and pay cash. lel: 0752
8 129411.
• p~jnrer by Letra sel with manuals, £ 100
waiting. Tel: 061 865 8530.
• PowerBook wanted. Any'hing
considered. SfiOnd hand only. Leave
message on 061 9110 3600.
• Mac Quadra 950 with 24·bit VID 60,

• Liverpool Appl. UG. Bullelln Board:
051 9490l07 .
• London Macintosh User Grnup. Facili·
ties indude: lelephone suppon lo r full
members. shareware al redueed prices,
monthly mag. monthly meetings In Lon·
don pTC$CTlled by leading ha rdwa'" and
software manulacture... Full d....i1s: 43
vune.. SI. London WC2N 6NE,
Tel:071 ~30 3757. (MP 16)
• Group of use.. with a r.gular newslel '
ter via IC R romputing servlee. Work, hop<
lor training. sohwa.. and hardware sup·
pon In a PC·dominated environmenl.
Con tact Raymond Henry, Haddow lab:<.
ICR. Sunon SM2 5NG. (MP 16.
• MacA"ist, Cardiff and district.
Tel: Nigel Arrighi on 0222 2246112.
• Mac user gro up. Send large SAE for
I ..e newsletter. All levels. Non COmmer·
cial. Re! MP. 9 Burrill Orive, Wiggington.
York Y03 3ST (MP 16)
• MacintOSh Associalion 01 Use.. in EEC.
4 Chiou. Athens, 15231. Greeee.
Te1 6725485. Meetings Wednesdays
8- IOPIIL Saturday, and Sundays 12_2pm .
W. are a non .profit organisallon. Pl.ase
h.lp u. by donallng book, (misprint.d.
used; by . urfaee mail). disks. program"
CD-ROMs .tc for our library and program
(or th~ handicapped. (MF 16)
• Mactivily Intemalional -Ihe biggest
user group in Europe'. W~ have divisions
in Scandinavia, E" onia, Germany. and
Ihe Beneiu~ rounlries . The only nu mber
WC have at Ihe mOmenl is: Belgium Tel
32 80 6477 13. (MF 16)
• Midappl., Wesl Midlands. T.I: WillIam
Walson on 0384 277921.

keyboard and mou.., 2 1- monitor. Len
",Ik abom m.moryl Privale, dealer OT e~·

rental Tel: Richard on 071 4118 # 84 OT
0850334124.
• PowcrBook wanl. d in exchange lor 4
monlh Old LCIIl CPU, bo~c<l. undeT
guarantee, some software Induded. T.I:
larry on (7)2 852034.
• M1Jc LC or gr~ater 81110, 14" rolour
monitor. key board and mouse wamed. T.l:
0717 3567 51. evenings.
• Urg.ntly needed Mac ~arrying bag lo r
Cla"i~. Also cheap PIM - Qui<k4tx etc. Tel:
Dave 0603 74~5 1 2, evenings,
• Sytlcwril.r or Olher ine>rpcnsive prlnler
for Mac IIsi wanled. Tel: 0900 8211625,
anYlime. Any and all help weloomed.
• MAcPO.......T March 1993. May 1993,
AU8ust 1993. Deamber 1993 and rover
disks 'if possible', will pay (5 per ro py and
refund poslage. T~I: 041 772 8175.
• C41<h Word Pro OC Il. lor Logitech
Scanman. Also Apple CD 300 Includin8
Kodak PhOtO CD Access. Buy or swap with
gr.a, sohware. T.I: Anna on 071 229
7633 .
• Ma~ Classic wilh HD and keyboard
wanted Syslem 7.1 Tel: 0747 8221 13.
• Printer driveTlo r EJISOn FX. Tel: 0422
249764.
• SlylewrileT 11 Or equival~m prim~r for
LC475. Also wanted Idd, software
(ed umbonal ) lor an .ight y.ar old. Tel:
Gary on 031 557 4570.
• Wanted. free or ve:ry cheap M1Jc SE130
m;lin boam (working). Any other free Ma~

SlUII gratefully a«<pted. T.I: Dan i.1 on
0392 438 148. ExeteT,
• Ild Or similaT, pref 8 meg RAM. any
condi,ion consldetc<l , Will consld.r fault if
no, too serious. Tel: OSH 1181168, after
6,OOpm.

SWAPS
• I would lik. to , wap sha ..wa .. and PD
by post . Write 10: Raul RcJn""" On i>.,
CIGalaluna No n. ID< 332at Gijon,
(Asturia.) Spain ~Tel : 98· 5161612)

• Midland Mag UG, WOTceslen hire Tel:
Ivan Knezovich on 0299 40263 1.
• Nat ional pos,al user group. Monthly
newslett.r on di,k. Indudes comptlilions.
$pecia l olfe... revi. ws, rover dis l<, .tc,
Send a ..1faddressed .nv.lope fnr lnfo 10 :
Mac S har~wa r~ User Group (MSUG), 21
Milldown Avenue, Goring·on·Thames.
R.ading RG8 OAS. (MP 16)
• Nonh West Apple C.C - Cheshire are..
Non h, Telephone: MTGc<>tge Evans on
0270 S83714.
• Noulngham M1Jc UG , Tel: Davld
Nlchnlson -Cnl. on 0602 4~5077.

• Pool. M1Jg U.. r Group , Tel: Boo Uster
nn 0202 684441.
• SE E...~ Mac User Group. Tel: Michad
for On 0702 4611062 .
• Snuthampton Mac UG. Tel: Gc<>tf
Parsons on 070 3 2244957.
• Southern Mac UG. salisbury and
district. Tel: Roger Ford nn 0722 7110102.
• Snulhwest Mac U.. r Group, Bristol.
T.I: John E1v. r on 0272 693119.
• Staff, Poly Mac UG, 5taffnrd,hJ",.
T. l: Mark Stiles on 078 ~ 52}}1.
• Stavang.r Macintosh U..r Group was
establlshc<l in 1986 and has over 50
m~",be... Il normally hu .ight meetings
a y.ar on various lopics. Contact Jan
Prick. Chairman, Roga land Unive rsity
C~nt"'. PO Bo~ 25H. vlIandhaug. N·
4004 Stavanger, Norway. (MF 16)
• Su...x User Group. Hastings. East Sus·
se~ . Tel: Garry Nevin On 0424 71 41 10.
• The Computer Te~lIle Design Group ,
W. a" trying to build up a pan.1 of advl·
so.. who can help ine~ptrieneed

computer users with Ihei r problems. For

• Bo~cd. guaTanleed. 5 mOnths Old 14"
VGA monitor lor preferably bo~c<l 11'
monitOL Phone 0203 42 1034
• A·Train pluSA ·Tr~in a>"'lnodion ut
oolourlB&W swap for Si"'City 2000 and
Lnnmin9' (optional) Phone ....wrenee 07 1
7290776
• Civir;z~lilm or LosI Treasum ofIn!_ to
be .~changed for FA Promi" M~n~jeT
game. Must suppon coloUTlOTPerlonna
400. Phone Manchesl ' T061 620 9789
(aher 4pm only)
. Indl~n~ Jon<llAI/~nli$. boxed with
man uals to swap lor KldpVi. rn'net ofPmitJ.
MonkLy JsI~nd Or . Imila.. Tel: Joo on 08 1
2023321.
• Ye, anOther M1Jc user who wlohes lo
' wap shar. war., f..~war. ete. int~rested?

Please ..ply to Jo IIetland, Brondgade 4,
Roskildc. DenmaTk 4(X)(1.
• Iron Hr/Vi 10 swap lo r J.um.,....,n Projt<f
OT MJI$I Swap FA I8·H. m rl or Sim City 2000
fnT Ctlrritn 0.1 War or PalhWliJl$ Ink> DIIrknns.
Tel: 0865 726727.
• l"dj~TUZ J.na Atl~",lsgame. Originals
with manual to swap wi,h DlItt $Ud.
ulsu.-t Swir lAITy 5 '" 6, McnkLy 1,l4nd 1. Tel:
Andr. w on 0204 6941124.•fl~r 6pm.
• Radius Pivot 14" G"'ys<:ale mOnilOr wilh
Nubus cam nf mJn~ for colour mo nitOT of
you..? Also flacral g. nerating sohwa",
sougln . T~I: 02611 5582114.
• Low mileage. home used. PC oompalible
laser prim.r. Panasonk KX · P4420. printS
300dpl al8pPIIL in exchange for Mac
compalible I'oslscripl ....ser printer in good
condlllon only. T.l: Lanee on 0582
461581.
• Swap Si", Eal1h fnr RJJilroIid 7)10>0",
original. T.I : Lan Stewan 010 41 17l<1
3577. day1lrn~. Switzerland.

FANZINES
• Issue 3 of HyperlwnaQ'. the HyptrOsrd
la",ine out now. Coven Hyp<rOsrd. the
Mac and mOr, . $-e nd £2 (in ooins) 10
SI,ven Ched:ley. 4 CharlfiOt Rood.
Droi'wich. Worcest. r WR9 7RP.

more Info con",ct Maggie Dunn,
Wynnsla y COltage, lamin Gap lane. The
f<me. Cotgrave. Nons NG12 3HG. endos·
ing an self-addressed envelopt fnT a memo
be..hip fonn. (MF 16.
• The Southwesl Macintosh Users Assod·
at ion . Mem bersh ip of the group i. ( 17 ptr
annum. but the first 100 applicallons will
be given lounder member S...luS. If in,er·
ested con ...ct the Club Secretary. SMUA.
Pi.., Rad<.stil., Wadd om. Chard. Somer'
SC1 TA20 lAP. (MF 16)
• The Unitc<l Shareware User Group
meel f'<>nuguese MaCusers and Our
Sharcware _ Pra. Ferrelra de Ga. " n 1-3
Din. Cnruaxide 2795. Ponugal (MF i 9)
• Wesl Midlands User Group. T~l: Danny
Tomlm on 0902 336172.
• Yorks and Humbe..ide Mac UG. Tel:
ne",k House on 0423 H 88H.

y"ur US" group will b. Usledh.... In. al
charge fOI sll luuea, 1II.n d.lat" In anl.r
I" h. lp weed oul d.funct groups. TII. num·
bel11111••nd of .Ich . nlry Is Ihe lasl
lNU. lnwhich lbal .nlry will be Included.
If y"u wa nl JOUI group'a . ntry renewed (01
corrected), 1Us1 undIn1IIe coupon on
pi g. 106a coupl. of lNUea In adYI lIC' . If
, "U ru na group wfIlcl1 ls nnt llafd h.".
lb.n aend UI J1IIIr dmUsl

Plu se nalll: 1II1I llaf I1 plovld.d IS a
In. u rflce lol amal,ul. non·proOf-mak·
Ing Mac uur groups.~T dotl not
endorse or recommend any particu lar
group andcu nnI be held resp"naible lor
any la_ Of probl. ma you mlghl luffar 11
a result al conllctlng Us" Groupl ad"",
lIud here.
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PROFILES

Documentation
ExtensPie. ~ alihle patronisi ng at times

Features
A very flexihle comhinaHon of features.

MAC FORMAT RATING

Value for money
At £99.95, Profiles is slightly over-priced,
hut it's useful nevertheless.

Ease of use
Daunting at nm. hut uhimately friendly.

Price; £99 ,95.
Requires: any Mac running System7or late r.
For more deta ils contact Computers Unlimited on
081 200 8282.
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A111i1es that meet tile search criteria appear in lists, and can
even be compressed in batches with tile greatest of eas.e.

TIle batch handling facility even enablesyou to copy or ntOYe
rueseasily rrorn several diflerent loc3tions at once,

derstanding and using the many usefu l Iunc­
nons this package contains will become second
nature after a while. .]VH<H"g:'ON'NI""

T1'II option 10 rtpIace!he AntItIr's normal AM... dialogue
boJt allows you 10 searclllMlt'l!heconItnl!i of files.

than just an advanced Find function, it's a file
management utility as wel l.

This all begins wit h a feature enabling you to
save both the search criteria and the final list
for later use. Saving search crltena enables you
to work over a period of time with a constantly
updating list. so you can send a guaranteed up­
to-date set of flies over a network. for example.
The list function has the advantage of recording
the details of fi les that may change ove r a peri ­
od of time (such as a software library or font
archive), and the fact that these lists can be
printed ma kes ProFil1'S a must for anyone who
passionate ly loathes the Finder'S Prin t Dlrec ­
to ry function .

However, th is would be a disappointing
commercial package if its capabilities stopped
th ere. Thankfully. ProFiles has an additional
feature which makes it a far more attractive
proposition. You see. it's not only capable of
finding files - it can compress them too.

The package includes the Sfufflt compression
system, and it's not just an added extra but an
integra ted func tion. Compression packages are
all very advanced these days, bu t ProFiles com­
bines Stufflt wit h its own extensive file manage­
ment and search routines. You can . for exam­
ple, archive every spreadsneer file with a cer­
tain name prefi x by saving a document creator
and name sea rch, which you can then run once
a month, clicking the compression ieon to up­
date your archive.

The manual for the package reads like a US
te xtbook; in full of case examples along the
lines of ' Bob want s 10 synchronize his folders'
and 'Carol wan ts 10 transport files.' These help
beginners to understand the utility by working
through the functions and dialogues with
them. The manual is well w riUen. a lthough it
would have been better if it had been laid out
in an ea sier-to-follow fashion .

Whatever you want ProFiles to do. it does
with the minimum of effort. Though the whole
thing can seem a llnle intimidating at first. un-

from a desk to p Mac. wi th out the hassl e of
cont inua l tile copy ing .

The synchronisa tion feature a lso comes
into good effect in a la rge offic.. environ­
ment, w here d ifferent people a ll requi re var­
iou s documents. ProFiles can efficiently keep
an entire networ k of peopl e up-to -date,
form ing a rudimenlary App leShare mai ling
system w hich is a lot less hassle than elec­
Honi c mail.

" - ,.~..., ''"'._."""_.. ,."',.. "."
~-- .....,,.. ""-_."""--.00"' '''' '"''-_."""--,(IV""" "".

M A C .... .. .. " .. . t••V I! 1$ ' A U Gu . " 19 94

ProFiles can perform another useful task ­
fold er synchronisa tion. This enables you to
have a folder on one Mac which is au tomati­
ca lly updated when a new fil e appears in a
folder on a d ifferent disk or network, The
funClion w ill also keep track of w hich ver­
s ion is the most recen t, and updat e o lder
fi les wi th the tares r vers ion. This could
prove invaluabl e for Pow er Book users w ho
want 10 work wi th up-to -date documents
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Keeping your folders and flies In sync

Though railfy complex, ProFiles doesn't really need amanual,
as balloon llelp is supeorted every step or \lie 'Na'I ,

T
here are two types of Mac users: the
kind who struct ure their deskrops into
organisational works of art, and the
kind who will happily leave everything

in one huge folder and spend a lifetime sla ring
at the Fi nd fund ion 's dialogue box. ProFilrs is
dearly an a ttempt to help out the latt er by pro­
viding them with a useful new tool.

ProFiles starts by replacing your usual Find
d ialogue box with a slightly more advanced
system, enabling you to use more than one
search crite rion; you can, for instance, look for
all the documents over lOOK which were creat ­
ed after a given da te. The improved dialogue
also enables you to search the contents of files,
so you can look lor documents which contain a
particular piece 01 information, for example.

When you've finished sorting out you r
search criteria, you're not taken through the
files one by one. Instead, every item which the
sea rch has fou nd is displayed in a window with
an icon bar at the top . You can then select and
act upon the items in various ways - mostly
this involves moving, copying, tras hing, sum­
moning info windows and opening fi les - but
there are a few handy extras which make Pro­
Files more desirable than an easlly-obtatnable
postcardware utility like FindStu/!. which was
on MACFORMAT ll's cover disk. ProFiles is more

The trouble with the Finder is that It's not very
good at nndlng things. Enter ProFiles a nd
PopupFolder, two utilities which make it easy.
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PcpupFolder - those OpenlSave dialogueboxes just got a
whole lot easier to use from any appl;catiO<1 .

T
he Finde r may be a great way of stor­
ing in formation. but trying 10 find a
buried fi le always means a desktop
piled high with folders. The alternative

is BeHirrarchic and an enormous Apple menu
structure. with the shareware Control Panel
adding sub-menus 10 the Apple menu. But a
different method is available with PopupFoldrr.

With PopupFolder installed. the Apple menu.
the dialogue boxes under your applications'
File menu. a nd folder icons behave more use­
fully. Everything functions normally until you
select a fo lder. Then if you click and hold the
mouse button on a folder's icon. a menu of the
folder 's items appea rs. Dillerem items a re dis­
pla yed in va rio us Styles wh ich a re defined via

Sa ue dotument eo:

le.verl ' ''' Copy

I Chonge Nem o, Dan'l Sne )

t open j
I ConUI )

f il e t yp e:

Nl l uoe DOtumenl

the Control Panel; hence files, aliases and fold­
ers ca n appear in italics, bold, outline. under­
line or a combination of styles. sizes or lonts.

Next to each lolder listed, there's an arrow to
activate a sub-menu 01 the items in that second
folde r. So. instead of double-clicking your way
through all the folde rs to find the file you wan t.
you can access every file on any drive via a
simple menu. This fea ture extends throughout
your Mac's system. as well: Open. Save and
the ot her filing dia logue boxes carry the feature
in both their file lists and nesting menus. ma k­
ing all your applications far quicker to use .

PopupFolder has one other excellent advan­
tage: drag and drop. When you want to place a
file into a nested folder. you normally have to
look through folders, expose files on the desk­
tOP and restze windows. No w you can simply
drag the file (or folder} through PopupFolder'$
menus to drop it int o the destinat ion folder.

PopupFoldtr also enables you to view the
desktop using small icons. Unfortunately. this
creates a status bar which manages to clash
horribly with any desktop pattern.

Perhaps the oniy p roblem with PopupFolder is

that it tends to jump in wilh a sub-menu when
all you wanted to do was drag a folder - but
overall it's a usefu l add itio n 10 your Finder, if a
little limited for the price. J;'nwn,g;HV't'6f",

. .
POPUpFOLDER

Price: £45 .!l3.
Requires: any Mac running Syslem 7or later.
For more delails contact $ofll ine on 081 4011234.

Ease of use 185%1JUSI asimple Control Panel to deal wiltl.

Documen tation 190%1Simple and brief, like the program.

Features 165%1Apart Irom having small icons on your
dli'Sktop, net many.

Value for money 160%1Ifs all a little too simple. isn1 it?

MACFQRMAT RATING Eat

W
hethe r you 're buying b y mail or
in person, here are some sen­
s ible precaut tons 10 bear in
mind . Note that everything he re

applies to buying from a business; mOSI of it
does n (}/ ap p ly to buying from a private
seller in M...CfORMATS reader ads pages.

Always be absolutely clear about what is
incl uded in the price - postage and packing?
Any necessary cabl es e tc? v ATI (By law, an
ad vert must say explicitly if VAT is not
included; if it doesn't, VAT is included. BUI
this cou ld be In the sma ll p rim - so read It
ali i) If you're buying in person, check that
everything is there and it a ll works p roperly
before you leave the s hop . If you 're b u ying
by mall, ring the supplier first to confirm th e
price a nd availablll ly, and as k w hat your
options will be if there should be any
p rob lem. Find out w hen you can rea list ically
expect del ivery . Alw ays keep all receipts
and make records of all correspondence.
w hether it's by mail or by pho ne.

How lo protect yourself
If you are b uying goods of more than £100
in 101,11 val ue, always try 10 use a credit card .
Thai w ay, in the u n likely e ve nt of anyth ing
going w rong. you will be legally ee uued 10
claim against the credit card company as

w ell as the seller, l"Ven if the seller has gone
bust . You ma y a lso get e xtra insurance­
check with your credit card company.

If you're not paying b y cred it card, pay by
cheq ue. Neve r se nd cash th rough the mail­
it is imposs ible to trace if it gees lost, you
can' t SlOP payme nt if yo u need 10, a nd even
if yo u have proof of posting you can't pro ve
how much you sen t.

Ku p records . If you are paying by credlr
card keep a note of the exact ti me of the
order and as k for an order n umber. If you
are pay ing by cheq ue make s u re you fill in
the d etai ls of date, amo unt and payee's exact
name in the stu b - and keep itl

When a mail order arrives
Check everyth ing carefully. If anyth ing Is
m iss ing, co r uect rbe su p p lier immediat ely, If
somemtng doesn't work, make obvious
checks (the fuse, ercj. bu t do n't try 10 repair
it. If there is an ything you're no t happy
with, don 't use the p rod uct - if you do , you
co u ld be deemed to have accepted It.

If there's a problem
Whet her yo u bought it by ma ll or in a shop,
the law says a p roduct must be:
I . 'of merchamabte q ua lity ' (that is, broad ly

speak ing, it must wo rk) ,
2. 'as described ' (in the advert or in person ­
and th is one cr ilerion also appl ies when
you' re buying from a private seller, not a
business), a nd
3. fi l for the purpose for which it was sold or
for the purpose you specified when you
ordered n.

If it fails 10 meet any or all of these
criteria, then you are enti tled 10 return the
goods for a refund, recelve compensation for
all or part of the value, or get a rep lacemen t
or free repai r, del)Cnding on the seriousness
of the defect. These a r... the 'statutory rights'
that adverts a lw ays say are 'not affected' b y
any ex tra guarantees. The supplier ca nnot
change or d e ny these rights.

tf you're nOI happy a bou t something,
a lways contact th e s upplie r fi rs t and politely
e"plain your p roblem, Most problems are
sorted out at thls stage wlth no fuss. If not,
put your complaint in wrl ling and send nro
the manager or owner - ask for the correct
name and job nue. Give the sup plier a
reasonable time 10 reply ~ say ten d ays o r so.

If the problem is sl ill not reso lved, you
may need 10 take some sort of legal action 10
enforce your rights. Th is need not cost you a
lot. Seek advice from a scllcitor (ask about
the free ad vice scheme) or from one of the
follo w ing (check in your local phone book):
• ctneen's Advice Bureau,
• Trading Standards Office (lis ted und er
your local council),
• Office of Fair Trading, or
• County Coun (ask about th e 'small claims
p rocedu re ') .
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disk and why I,'. wonll <it­

lragment; ng il

Please send me [he followin g back issues o f MACfORMAT for just £5
each induding packing and postage: (please tick)

o Issue 4. September 1993

o Issue 6, Novembe r 1993

o Issue 8, January 1994

o Issue 12, Ma y 1994

o Issue 13, J un e 1994

o with HD disk OR

o with CD-ROM

o Issue 14. July 1994

o with HO disk OR

o with CD-ROM

_ Ill

ISSUE 4
S" p." rnbfo' I993

• On . h " d l<k: Add,....
Book: Rill Slam, A"",w"u
• In sld" , Frwh, 1"'''9'

B__ and StlUktr
,evl..wed; ...",orial

..,ftwo"" Apple's pocket
."i"O"', th.. NrwlOn; plus
• detai led loo k 01 Adobe'.
ACTO",,"' fixrha,,¥: a nd 1h"
"." of OU' ut"n<l~"

HyptrlArJ ",ne,

MACFORMAT BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM

Postcode s ignature ..

Please return this form to M ACf ORMAT back issues, Future Publishing, FREEPOST (B54900) . So rnerton, Somerset TAl l 6BRL ~
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Has Itl is esue stimulated your artistic urges?
Well , you can learn how to do this next issue!
the cover mounted CD-ROM as
welll), plus MACFQRMAr'S regular
comprehensive co verage of jus t
about everything you can do wi th
a Mad

And, of course. there 's a cove r
disk or CD-ROM packed with the
very latest and best Mac programs
and demos, Miss it and you 'll be
misera ble for a month (probably) !

Y -\ U D RM A r 16 qoe«
3 )fl sale (>11

Thursdav-; A Il y l l ,Oi !- ~ .
",""'1', ' rl'"r",'!,' ,ni/1T,'1II

· ' ''' fI -'' ,IQ' ',1lI n.lll'. ", "!?" I" I ' ''-</<'
. 'I_I j,>i ,"'I' ,/""i,,! , ,,h<. , ;/,1','"
"'1." If,',,·!., ,!- ,/1, ,/1'. '11 "' ;.IIrt

111" ' /'" "M,' 1(/ !Id I,,/Id (',11/'" .
Ji",il.:,! (n-H "'~I.-,fi'i.,,, , '

MacWrile Pro- tora long time, ~ was ovel­
shadowed by !tle big names. Has the IleW
v1 .S narlowed!tle oaP? Rnli out Ilexl month!

TOI./Ch 3Dukes any solid 30 model fromy(lur CAD package aM ..
well. unforlrJs ~ Into a 20 model It's ine sort ot brill iant plOlIram that

makes you 00, 'Whaa-?' And ~'s qu~e

possibly the /e.lsl bizarre program we' ll be
looking at Ilexl issue, Oon'l miss~!

w ithout autographs w ere; D
Mallon of Read ing, Barry
Fow le r or Bath, Marlin Wagner
of London SW2, Roy Graha m
of Bromle y in Kent, Michael
Meadows of Cla ughton in the
Wirral, seen Cough lan of Cork,
Brla n s vres of Da ve ntry,
Ncnhants., Pete r Will iams o f
Birming ham. and Win Tadd of
Ca rdiff. Congralulations to all !

reviewing the new version of
MarWritt Pro, and Homt Publisht r
from Iona Software. the easy -to­
use ent ry-leve l DTP package
created by the people who
invented Drp and gave the world
PagtMaka. We're also testing
Mullimtdia Workshop, th e new
package from Ablac that enables
you to crea te mul timedia for under
£70 , We continue o ur se ries o n
creating natural media effects
using standa rd Mac paint
programs, with a gu ide to pastel.
chalk and cha rcoal effects. Plus we
take a look at desktop music
systems which enable you to ma ke
your Mac the centre o f a complete
music set -up.
• PLUS The latest news fro m
around the world; the hottest Mac
games, including th e spectacula r
Lt1byril'lIh o[Timt; yo ur Mac
problems solved in Mac Answers;
how to achieve a sepia -toned effect
with graphics (sorry it gOt
squeezed ou t th is time round ­
next month for sure); rev iews o f
some books that will he lp you
customise your Mac and give you
an inside look at the or igin and
evolution of your fa vourite
compute r; a ll the latest sha reware
(w hich we're now bringing you o n

0;:::-- - --'-'-- - ,

Back in MACFORMAT iss ue 10,
w e ga ve you the chance to win
an au tographed copy of Peter
Gabriel's new Xplora I CD­
ROM, courtesy o f s onuoe.
(And yes, th at does mean
aut ographed by Pele r Gabriel,
not by the Edilor.) The lucky
w inner was P Henderson of
Redhill in Surrey. The nine
runners-u p w ho wo n Xplora I

s
o you think all this
astrology business is
nonsense, and yo u can't
think of anything more

bizarre than a Iractallandscapc
designing program. Well, we can.
And next month we'll prove it.
wit h a look at the wild and the
wonderfu l of Macin tosh programs
- the bizarre . the banny a nd the
brill iant. How about a program
that takes any 3D model created
with any common Com puter
Aided Design (CAD) package and
'unfolds ' it into a nice flat two
dimensions? Or anoth er that helps
you get whatever yo u're designing
ergonomically correct by putnng
'over 200 body dunenstons- at
your finger tips. with illustrations
and even 'automatic adj ustments
for clothing and sining slum p'?

These a re jus t two of the
brilliant programs you' ll discover
next month - the o nes that make
you think, 'However did the y
think of that?" Then there's the
other kind - the ones that make
you wonder what on ea rth th ey
could've been thinking of. It's all
here in MAcFo RM Ar next month!

But we're not neglecting the
more conventional kinds of
software ei ther. Next issue we're

AJ1 Editor Mar1l Nottley
AI1 Ass lslant Emmarncmpson
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From the company that Invented Desktop Publishing and created
PageMaker comes a straightforward, easy-to-use DTP package,

Home Publisher. We have ten copies to be won, courtesy of Iona Software.

T
he Macintosh is synonymous with Desktop Publishing. but if
you're producing flyers. newsletters. brochures and so on. you
don't want to wrestle: with all those complicated graphic manip­
ularicn options in the: lop-cnd DTP programs. you don ', neee all

the confusing colour handling featu res. and you certainly don't wam 10
pay the: ea rth lor power you' re: never going to need. If

you're looking for a simple-to-use DTP package:
which still has all you need to produce excellent
results . then Hom, Publishr' is rcr you.

Created by the' ma kers of PQ~Ma~r and published
by 1011<1 Software. HClmt Publish" makes DTP sim ple
with its x utocreaie Templates. I1 offers over SO tern­
pLncs in eight categories - brochures. business 10.
calendars. certifica tes, labels. flyers. gree tings cards
and newslencrs. Simply choose a category. then work
through the options to defi ne exactly wh at you want
- you can create a complete newsleuer. in black and
white or spot colou r, in a matter of rmn utes ! The
Home Publisher package includes a 100,OOO-word UK
spe lling-checker and a 6O,Ooo -word thesa urus, plus
100 dip art images and 12 'rruervpe fonts. trs every­
thing you need to start publishing in you r home. office
or classroom, and we ha ve ten copies to be won, each
worth £69.9 5, courtesy of Iona Software .

To win one. just answer the simple question s below.
Send us your ans wers on a postcard or the back of a
stu ck-down envelope (nothing inside). Employees of
Future Publishing, Iona Soft ware and assoctared com­
panies, and their fa milies, are nor el igible 10 enter. No

multipl e entries are allowed. Please state if you don't
want your na me added 10 a mailin g list. The editor'S decision

is fina l, and the closing date is Friday 12 August.

1. Home Publi$hrr aims to make
DesklOP Publishing easy w ith
Its AUloCreale templates. How
many C.4/tgOM of tem plate does
1I offer?
(a) Mor~ Ihan 50
(b) Elghl
(c) 12

2:. H OlM Publishe' features 12
rcms of which Iype?
(iI) TrueTypc
(bl PoslSCipl~ I
(c) Bilmappcd

3. Which of the following Is nOl

Included in the Ho~ Publi$hrr
package?
(a) A 100,000 word UK

spelli ng-ehccker
(b) 100 cl ip art images
(cl A portable laser printer

Sim ple, eh? (Bul watch thal
firs/: quest ion - It' s a u ldt c nen
J USI send your entry 10: "Take a
Pu blisher Home Today'.
MAaoaMAT, 30 Monmoulh
S~ Bath BAI 2BW.
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WINNER
media

£16

Powerbook & pocket drives too!

in! ex!

£499
£B29/899
£889/949
£929/999

1029/ 1099

£5 49 £24
£689 £40
1599 £78

S8/ 44 Mb Syg
200MB Syguest
10 5Mb Syguelt
270MB SygueSl

Nea,ly double the copacity and kan.!er rate al tne
128 dri"" . Full 128 compatibil ity with na
pe,formance deg,adot ion_ The faltolst nl$Cnani.m on
the markel, W.. add a doubkt .hul!tlr beu l ra keep
du>! OIJt fa, year>_ Ask for OIJr dolO .heel,"Cnoo.ing
an optica ldri",,' _Pow<>r MacinlQ'" compatibkt.

drive media
£289 £69
£429 £94
£289 £40
£360 £7 4

MB

•

WAVE is 0 di. i, ion of Comput~r Copobilily lld

G OAT
2-8G DAT
4G Turbo
4-16 Turbo

Since our DAT was a 5-mouser best buy. we've
doubled the buffer size far even smoothe r backup,

doubled the $peed a nd doubled the capocity! No
wo nder it won the best per iphera l category of the
MacUser awa rdsl Full com pot ibility with DDS1 stondcrc
dr ives (2GB and 2-8GBI, Power Macintosh compotible .

Our 1000MB drive outperformed every
athe r IGB dr ive in MacUser' $ 1993
g igabyte drive test , Real world
perlom 0Cll1Ce cloI lhe olher 1Gb drNes Iesled
was up b 130% lbwer,Yetroone bed a
Ioowef cosI per megobo,te.

Upright 1'" eocbsure opioo:

9 8% 01 orde r. shipped fro m stock. All externa l d rive. (except 105/270 5yquesl) hove 9().
270V power, Iwin 50 way SCSt pu,hbuHon ID ,witch, platinum 9'ey ' zero footprint'
aluminium housing. InMollation kit camprires UK mains cable, SCSI system cable,
terminator.

W a rra nty: 1, 2 or 3 yoors. Delivery: £8 next day. Prices exclude VAT.
Payment with order by cheque, Access, Visa or MO$lercord

Call free for product hterotore, or to go on our mailing list.

Sales 0800 765432 Enquiries 0392 444840 fax 0392 364345
Over 200 prod ucts including MEMORY, premium qua lity

CABLES from £4, MEDIA including disk, ta pe a nd aptica l.

'-I",Fuj il>u'l MO il a llO avaifable in Fuii" u',
own up<ighl enclo,u,e; lingl.. . hutter ""u l,
one year warranty. UK Mac inltallo~on kit
a nd li.e dilh £99. We 0110 oiler match ing
l>o rd dri"", and OAT, PriCel 0 1 ze,o
footprint enclowrel.

SONY.

150Mb tape £499

--- --

'j( year.:» warranty
......._"'­
-"'~"'-

hord di;" wek inl/ exl
260 12 £ 199/269
330 12 £2 19/289
500 9.5 £339/4 19
1000 8.5 £509/ 569
1200 8.5 £599/669
2000 9 889/9 19
4000 9 1798/ 1898
'"' fi..... 0'. """"9".
' oH.cIi",' _ . ' i..... Ore 01 10.....
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slide into sharper scanning

COOLSC:Rn

•

•gives
you the
edge in

desk top
publishing

veu'va mas tered ell the

software, now the only thing

holding your OTP work back

is a decent scanner. With our

camera background we understand your

frustration. That's why we've developed

Coolsean. Simply load any 35mm Iilm - colour

or black & white · end out comes 8 true 2100

dpi sce n ready for further manipulat ion or

outpuning.

Also, bel ieving desktop publish ing should be

just that. we've made Coolsean compact

enough to l it inside veer existi ng

system. Coolsesll" both MAC and PC

compati ble· and to make it even

euier 10 lIe t started we ttlrow in

· plug-in" driver software. So get in touch

today 10 get back to produc ing work at the

cutting edgll.

ElKvOllic;.... i., OmaiH
Hikon lUll lld. Nilon Houw. 3IO Ridlmond Ro.d,lGngstOl\, Surr..,. m 5I'fl

rei. ... [0181~1 4440 Fu. +44 (01 11 S&14514

Nikon
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